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QUEEN LEI Tie RA Ar 


DH 330 6"x48" A design for a fireplace, cornice, or stove hood. 


J.P. WEAVER 
enters the kitchen ... 


WITH ORNAMENTS FOR YOUR EXISTING CABINETS 
in designs by LENNA TYLER KAST 


Simple ornaments quickly transform existing cabinets 
to the look of elegant hand-crafted furniture. 


Г Dg r 


Victorian Morning Glory 


e АП JPW ornaments are pliable and will self-bond to compound 
curves, wood, plaster, marble, mirror, metal ora prepainted surface. 
No glue or nails is necessary. 

JPW's secret formula stems from the founding of the parent 
company in England, circa 1800, and the work of the Adam 
brothers (1760-1830). 

A selection of over 8,000 ornaments includes baskets, shells, 
flowers, ribbons and all the ornaments seen in history. 

Help in design & installation is available through JPW's books 


& vid by phoning their design department. 
Italian Grapes a cS P Country French 


The art of "compostion ornament" is the combining of parts & pieces into larger designs. The application 
is simple & easy. The ornaments are "clay-like" and are easily cut apart for varied arrangements. 
TO HELP YOU LEARN THIS MYSTERIOUS & ANCIENT ART FORM WE RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING: 


GET START VIDEO: A simple explanation of the installation & design process plus a color brochure. $20/US 


VOLUME IV, DESIGN HANDBOOK: A patternbook of designs & pictured ideas including 35 pages of 
ornaments from Volumes II & III. Ornaments scaled at 1/4 size. 100 pages. $50/US 


SME & COLOR BROCHURE ONLY: $5/US 
AVERE VISA & MASTERCARD 
SINCE 1914 
ORNAMENTS FOR THE DECORATION OF MANTELS, DOORS, FURNITURE, WALLS, & CEILINGS. 
FAX (818) 841-8462 2301 WEST VICTORY BLVD. BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91506 (818) 841-5700 
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Composition Ornament 
What is compo? How do you use it? A discussion of the history and 
application of this versatile decorative ornament. 


BY J. RANDALL COTTON 


34 


What to Do About Peeling Ceilings 


There are no easy answers — elbow grease is often the only solution — but 
here’s some tips to make shearing failing paint less work. 


BY GORDON BOCK 


36 


Prairie Plaster 
A look at the sand-float finish and 
dye treatments that created multicolored walls in Wrightian houses. 


BY MAYA MORAN 


40 
The Great Frame-Up 
By using frames made of mouldings and stencils, 
wall elements can be organized into panels that bring harmony to the room. 


BY JOHN CROSBY FREEMAN 


44 


Making the Honor Roll 
Does your house belong on the National Register of Historic Places? This realistic guide 
takes you through the process (and the pitfalls) of getting your house nominated. 


BY SHIRLEY MAXWELL AND JAMES C. MASSEY 


51 
Love is a Two-Way Street 
Battling the blacktop: One restorer's story of coping with an old house too close to the road. 


BY MICHAEL MARCHANT 


ON THE COVER: Composition ornament — tbe material ibat masqueraded as many intricately carved 
surfaces in the late 19th- and early 20th- century houses. Photograph by Pamela Hawkes 


Cover compo pieces courtesy of 3 JANUARY *FEBRUARY 1993 
J.P. Weaver and Decorators Supply 
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COLUMNS 
—Schwerd 
columns are 
durable. Our 
120+ years 
of experi- 
ence in man- 
ufacturing 
wood columns has 
proven that the durability 
of a wood column de- 
pends upon the strength 
of the joint and the qual- 
ity and thickness of the 
wood. Schwerd column 
construction was developed to meet 
each specific requirement. The 
wood is thoroughly seasoned 
j Northern White Pine. The pride of 
| craftsmanship and skilled tech- 
niques acquired by 120 years of 
| specialized experience is applied. 
* The resulting product is a 
; **Schwerd Quality Column'' spec- 
ified by architects with complete 
¦ confidence. Both standard and de- 
| tail columns can be furnished from 
4 in. to 50 in. in diameter and up 
to 35 ft. in length with matching 
pilasters. 
If you are one of our old customers 
during the many 


No. 150 Roman Corinthian 


A. F. SCHWERD MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
telephone: 412-7 68-6322 


83215 McClure Avenue 


No. 144 Modern lonic 


No, 142 Greek Ionic f 


years since 
our begin- , 


ning in 

1860, you ; 

know our : 

product; if | 


not, send us 1 
your inquir- 
ies and orders and join 
our list of satisfied cus- 
tomers. M SEND FOR 
OUR FREE CATA- 
LOG B Schwerd's com- 
plete aluminum bases for 
8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 
22, 24, 26, 28, and 30 in. dia. col- 
umns. 


Schwerd's-Aluminum ventilated 
plinth and aluminum turned 
member base are manufactured 
of thick metal and are recom- 
mended for all exterior columns 
in the above diameters to provide 
a maintenance-free, seamless 
base which is guaranteed against 
deterioration for a lifetime. 


Pittsburgh, Pa.15212 
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A Few Important Details 


VERY SO OFTEN SOMEONE WRITES 
us a letter that, in the course 
of describing their old house, 
uses phrases like "it's pretty 
plain,” or "there's no fancy gingerbread 
or architect's designs,” or “ours is just an 
old house." As the letter goes on it's 
clear the writer is totally involved in 
their old house, but there's an inkling 
they feel it can't be com- 
pared with the grand or 
one-of-a-kind buildings 
one sees in house tours or 
coffee table albums. Well, 
in my book every old 
house is special. 
At one time I had a 
Plain Jane complex about 
my old house. It's an 
unspectacular, late 1800s 
farm-cum-boarding 
house, yet over the years 
I've learned to appreciate 
its many small details and 
construction | idiosyn- 
crasies. The sash win- 
dows are factory made, 
but pinned mortise-and- 
tenon joints were still 
used at the time they were 
built. The building is 
wood-frame (with not a 
lick of plaster) but the 
lumber is nearly all pine 
and probably cut within 
amile of the house. The hardware and 
fittings are stock mail-order stuff, but 
I get a kick out of the fact they're exact- 
ly what should be found in a no-frills 
rural house. Details like these don’t 
bowl you over as marble columns or 


gold-plated plumbing might. Never- 
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theless, the simpler and less obvious 
they are the more I cherish them. 
Uncomplicated plans or mini- 
mal appointments do not necessarily 
represent a lack of design — very often 
the contrary is true. It's difficult to be 
simple, and this can be part of the 
beauty of an old house, The strictly 
functional economy or austere charm 


Exterior details, such as these from Palliser's New Cottage Homes 


(1887), are only part of the appeal of old houses. 


of many old or unsophisticated hous- 
es has long been admired by profes- 
sional designers. They frequently take 
a cue from layouts that were the prod- 
uct of a practical need or decorative 
elements carefully evolved over gener- 
ations. [n a house that has stood for 


some time, features that turn out to 
be impractical or unnecessary are usu- 
ally changed or abandoned, while what 
“works” remains for a good reason. 
Beyond the tangible details of 
construction or architecture, each old 
house has its own background that is 
a product of time. It is this individual 
history that makes it unique and gives 
it character. Even hous- 
es built from the same 
plan or as exact dupli- 
cates can't share the same 
site or experiences. Fur- 
thermore, they are 
shaped not only by the 
major forces of alteration 
or wear, but by the gen- 
erations of people who 
live in the house. The 
subtle impact of human 
lives accumulates on its 
surfaces like the many 
polished layers of deep 
Chinese lacquer. 
I was invited to a 
housewarming a few 
weeks ago by some very 
pleasant people who 
were friends of friends. 
They had moved to a 
lovely neighborhood and 
their pride was evident as 
they showed us around 
their attractive, impecca- 
ble home. I had a wonderful time and 
the house was very nice. Still, it was 
just a new house. 
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Hestoration Dardware 


WE OFFER THE MOST COMPLETE SELECTION OF RESTORATION AND DECORATIVE HARDWARE AVAILABLE TODAY. 

OUR COLLECTION CONTAINS ALL PERIODS AND ALL TYPES OF HARDWARE FOR DOORS, WINDOWS, CABINETS, AND FURNITURE. 
OUR PRODUCTS ARE MADE FROM ONLY THE FINEST QUALITY MATERIALS INCLUDING BRASS, IRON, CRYSTAL, PEWTER, AND 
NICKEL. WITH OVER 227 PAGES CONTAINING OVER A THOUSAND HARDWARE PIECES, IN ADDITION TO 17 PAGES OF 
RESTORATION AND PRODUCT INFORMATION, OUR CATALOG IS THE MOST THOROUGH RESOURCE OF ITS TYPE. 

VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM, OR TO OBTAIN THE CATALOG, SEND *$6.50 TO: 


CROWN CITY HARDWARE CO., 1047 N. ALLEN AVE. DEPT. J 93., PASADENA, CA 91104 
*Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


Crown City HARDWARE CO. 
Ki 


Remuddling Rivalry 
Dear OHJ, 
ARCHRIVALS SEPARATED BY LESS THAN 50 
miles, Seattle considers itself superior 
to Tacoma in all things, including old- 
house restoration. Therefore, it was 
with great glee that I realized the mon- 
strosity in the Novem- 
ber/December issue of 
Old-House Journal was 
located within the envi- 
rons of Tacoma's snooty 
northern neighbor! 

In my north Tacoma 
neighborhood, old hous- 
es, whether modest bun- 
galows or grand Queen 
Annes, tend to be remud- 
dled as often as not. 
Many's the time I’ve been tempted to 
submit photos to your "Remuddling" 
page — only the thought that people 
who live in old houses with dry-rotted, 
falling gutters (and unconverted hus- 
bands who favor vinyl or aluminum) 
should not point fingers restrained me. 

Now, however, my restraint is vin- 
dicated by more than guilt or shame! 
Nothing I've seen in my beloved North 
End could equal that Seattle night- 
mare! Thanks for sending a ray of sun- 
shine into my typical wet and gray 
Western Washington day. 

— PAM PETERS 
Tacoma, Wash. 


Adobe Dilemma 
AS A SELF-APPOINTED EXPERT ON THE 
Monterey Colonial style in Califor- 
nia, I cannot ignore some of the mis- 
statements made by Mr. Brack in your 
September/ October issue. 

First, the only concession to the 
Spanish Colonial building tradition 
made by the Monterey style was the 
use of adobe. Also, there are certainly 
more than 3o adobes in this style still 
standing. Sonoma County has 15; 
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Monterey County has 36; Santa Bar- 
bara has 26, and there are at least that 
many in the counties to the south. 

I wrote Sonoma Valley Legacy in 1986 
(sold by the Sonoma Valley Historical 
Society and the Sonoma State Historic 
Park), and one of the salient points in 
this book was that the 
Monterey Colonial style 
clearly indicated the 
“Americanization” of the 
California during the Mex- 
ican era and the first years 
of statehood. In the South- 
west, this same American- 
style adobe is called the 
“Territorial Style” and 
bears strong similarities to 
the Monterey-style hous- 
es here. Californians might have used the 
same name except for the fact that we 
were never a territory. 

However, permit me to commend 
Mr. Brack for calling attention to a 
charming style, which, alas, is so great- 
ly misinterpreted by so many. 

— JAMES B. ALEXANDER 
Sonoma, Calif. 


The author responds: 

Mr. Alexander’s letter certainly confirms the 
point I made in my article that “Most bistori- 
ans have attributed the creation of the Monterey 
adobe house to [ American ] immigrants." Unfor- 
tunately, those writers who bave promoted this 
interpretation have never really examined the 
vernacular building traditions of Latin Amer- 
ica or Spain. For my recent article “Domestic 
Architecture in Hispanic California: The Mon- 
terey Style Reconsidered” (in Perspectives in 
Vernacular Architecture, IV; Universi- 
ty of Missouri Press, 1991), I conducted exten- 
sive field and archival research in California 
and Mexico. This research lead me to conclude 
that in form, materials, detail, and spatial orga- 
nization, these buildings were clearly indebted 
to Hispanic vernacular traditions. I must also 
note that Dr. David Gebhard bas published two 
articles that bave questioned the supposed Amer- 
ican origins of the Monterey style. 

As for Mr. Alexander's claim regarding the 
number of surviving “Monterey-style” houses in 
California, I have visited nearly all the extant 
buildings of this type, and I stand by my original 

figure. I suspect bis definition of the Monterey style 
is quite different than mine and that be may be 
including one-storey adobe houses with porches. 


BRINGING THE PAST INTO THE PRESEN 


(gem ress your next project with Wa W variety of commercial and residen | 
| our fine quality, solid brass * tial settings. Request our catalog | 
| SINCE 


=) reproduction lamps and mw tyre = featuring over 200 Craftsman, 
fixtures. Designed to enhance a | LAMP GPINTURE | Victorian апа Neoclassic designs 


REJUVENATION LAMP & FIXTURE CO. 1100 SE. GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97214 (503) 231-1900 


Many issues are involved in this topic. I 
would suggest that interested readers review Mr. 


Alexander 's publication and my own so they 


might decide. for themselves. 


— MARK L. BRACK 


Berkeley, Calif 


Unlocking The Past 
REGARDING THE ASK OHJ“SAFE ASSUMP- 
tions” | November/December 1992 |, 
although not a locksmith, many years 
ago I read an article concerning safe 
combinations, l Isually combinations 
are arranged in a A-B-A-L or A-B- 
A-B-L orientation. That is, if the dial 
reads 1-100 and it is a three-combi- 
nation pattern, split the dial in half. 
And like ordering from a Chinese 
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restaurant, pick a number from 1-49 Hooray for Hoosiers 


for A and one from 50-100 for B. WHEN I RECEIVED MY SEPTEMBER/OCTO- 


Then [pick another from]i-49 for A ber 1992 issue of your magazine, I 


and turn to "Lock". saw on the front cover Hoosier Cab- 


I've had great luck with inets and could hard- 


this over the years. It's ly wait to read your 


necessary to write down article. 


each try and only do a Having been raised 


few a day. ( That safe by my grandparents, 


isn't going anywhere the cabinet in the 


on its own.) Each pantry was always the 


time you try, take home of my grand- 


it slow and listen (above ) A 1925 fireproof wall safe. mother’s goodies. 


for the clicks inside Five years ago, I 


the lock — they let you know you're inherited the house as well as the 
succeeding. Hoosier cabinets. I wish I had your 
— BRIAN FAHEY 


Buffalo, N.Y 


article when my husband and I start- 
ed to refinish the cabinets. We spent 


ever again. 


Hydro-Sil is о unique zone heating 
system that can save you hundreds 
of dollars in home heating costs. 

It can replace your electric heat, oil 
or gas furnace. Your kerosene heot- 
ers and woodstoves 

Hydro-Sil heating works like this: inside 
the heater case is a sealed copper 
tube filled with a harmless silicone 
fluid that will never spill, leok, boil or 
freeze. It's permanent. You'll never 
run out. Running through the liquidis a 
hydroelectric element that, when 
the thermostat is tuned on, quickly 
warms the liquid. The silicone liquid 
with its heat retention qualities con- 
tinues to heat after the Hydro ele- 
ment shuts off, 

The heat radiating from the tube is 
directed into a gentle convection 
flow that delivers warm, comfortable 
heatinto the room. It's just that simple 
The principle is the same as hot water 
heating and provides the same com- 
fortable benefits. 


CREDIT ORDERS ACCT. ғ 
1-800-627-9276 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL 


Save Up To 50% On Home Heating Cost 


And never have to buy fuel— 
wood, oil, gas, kerosene— 


You Can Do Something About the High Cost of Winter Heating 
Order by Phone or Mail, Credit Card or Check e MasterCard-VISA 


L DISCOUNT AVAILABLE NOW 


Your benefits with Hydro-Sil 

* Slash Heating Cost - Up to 50% 

* Lifetime Warranty - no service calls 
* Safe for children & furniture 

* Clean - no fumes - no smoke 


NE LIFETIME WARRANTY] 
ORDER TODAY AND SAVE. TWO MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 
PORTABLE 110 VOLT- PERMANENT 220 VOLT 


220 Volt Approx. Area 
Permanent о Heat 


s U.L. Listed 

« Preossembled - ready to use 

* No furnaces - ducts - chimney 

• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
* Whole House Heating or Sngle Room 
* Room by Room Control 


Please read what others are saying about Hy- 
dro-Sil and how it helps them 
* Bill M., Professional Engineer: '| saved hun- 
dreds of dollars on the installation cost com- 
pared to heat pump prices, plus | cut my fuel 
costs by one-half.” 
* Grant M., Accountant: "We replaced our oil 
furnace in our office building, and in the first year 
inoilandheating costs. This was 
a 5196 saving, plus we have no maintenance 
costs." 
* Bob & Nancy B.: "With the Hydro-Sil heaters, we 
saved $1,119 in heating costs the first year. There 
is NO Maintenance to worry about and we can 
zone every room separately for our comfort and 


convenience." 


500 wa 
2000 


$15.00 shipping per heater 
Total Amount 


HYDRO-SIL 


NAME 
PO BOX 662 „ор 
OR MAIL TO FT, MILL, SC 29715 


Exp. Dote 


IO 


Many Y 
“The Renewed Availability” of our 
solid wood Victorian & Country 
Architectural Details! 


Over the Years ... you've 
asked for related items, such as 
our complete in-stock selection of 
interior & exterior TURNINGS. 


We Added ... Quality Posts, 
Balusters, Railings, Finials, 
Newels, et cetera, as 
shown in our latest 


ILLUSTRATED 
OLD-FASHIONED 
MAIL ORDER 


CATALOG 

$2 BY RETURN 

* MAIL 

(includes: Spindles, Signs, Ay 
Cut Shingles, Shelves, P N 
Headers, Corbels, a 
Gazebo, plenty 
of How-To's, , 
& much 7 


DECORATIONS 
were an instant success when we 
began offering many designs to fit any 
standard roof pitch. Easy ordering is fully 
explained in our Catalog. 


Over the Kitchen Sink ... 
КУЭКО) 

і va became a choice location as ^N | 
$ our custom-length SPANDRELS 


brightened your kitchens, bedrooms, 
baths, parlours, dens, foyers, & porches 
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Plain Cased Openings? 
Not since you discovered our 
multitude of handcrafted 
BRACKETS & MOULDINGS! 


... And Windows? 


Convey your romantic 
outlook with our custom- 


WE TAKE GREAT 
pride in our work, & 
we GUARANTEE 
your happiness! 


SOLID WOOD 
PROMPT SHIPMENT 


We love ‘‘bringing back yesterday 
in quality & service!” 
Thanks for all the wonderful years!! 


Ths Кын il à‏ س 
VINTAGE WOOD WORKS 2‏ 
Hwy. 34 * Box R, #2484 8‏ 
Quinlan, TX 75474 ә‏ 


Over 50 Grille Sizes & Desi 


LARGEST SELECTION OF IN-STOCK CAST IRON 
> OR BRASS REGISTERS & GRILLES. 


> Enhance the appearance of your home. Whether building, 


remodeling or simply redecorating, our beautiful 10096 
> solid cast grilles finish off any room perfectly. Ideal 
кс 
> 


with forced-hot-air systems, wood stoves, even 
solar collectors. 

Request our color catalog. $1.00 
The Reggio Register Co. 
Dept. D301 P.O. Box 511 
Ayer, MA 01432 


Act 2 IT - E ; 
CALL (508) 772-3493 


ba сс 


The Fireview Soapstone Stove, pictured here, is our most popular model! 


Soapstone is nature's most beautiful, 
durable, and efficient stove material. It 
radiates gentle, even and soul-satisfying 
warmth. Since first patented in 1797 


Our financing plan makes it easy to own 
a Woodstock Soapstone Stove, with no down 
payment and low monthly terms. Mail the 
coupon below to find out more, or call the 


soapstone stoves have been factory direct at 1-800-866-4344, ^ 1 — 

treasured family heirlooms 

in New England. | 
Each stove is crafted with I Name | 

detailed iron castings and hand polished | Address 


stone. Variations in grain and color City/State/Zip 


ا 
assure that each stove is unique. | Phone (daytime) ( ) |‏ 
Woodstock Soapstone Stoves | Phone (evening) ( ) |‏ 


offer both traditional and contemporary OODSTOCK SOAPSTONE 

styling, and the latest in clean-burning | Med vem CO,INC. | 
: 3 Р | Airpark Rd., Box 37H/215, W. Lebanon, NH 03784 | 

technology. An internal catalytic com- Phone (603) 298-5955 * Mon.-Sat., Jam-Spm 


bustor boosts heat output and virtually TOLL 800 866 4344 


eliminates pollutants. FREE 


six weeks that summer in our spare 
time stripping tons of paint. It is nice 
to know that in our ignorance we 
took the cabinet apart just as you said 
and didn't mess with the flour bin от 
sifter. Now, it is the holder of good- 
ies we try to hide from our grand- 
children. 
— SHARON CLAUITIS 
Virginia, Minn. 
I WANTED YOU TO KNOW HOW MUCH 
I enjoyed the article on Hoosier 
Kitchen Cabinets in your Septem- 
ber/ October 


before my issue arrived, 1 purchased 


issue. Three. weeks 
a Hoosier cabinet. It was interesting to 


find out my cabinet is one of the ear- 
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ly types made by the Hoosier Manu- 
facturing Company of New Castle, 
Indiana in 1923. I feel so lucky to have 
this beautiful piece in my home. 

— KIMBERLY A. FUGLEBERG 


Hinesville, Geor. 


Top Option 

AS DIRECTOR OF MARKET DEVELOP- 
ment for U.S. producers of stainless 
steel, I particularly enjoyed your arti- 
cle in the September/ October edi- 
tion on "old-fashioned" stainless steel 
and how it remains a good option 
today for kitchen countertops. 

In addition to the attributes you 
listed — nearly indestructible, imper- 


vious to water and food stains — you 


should know stainless steel tested 
British 


research organization that compared 


best in cleanability by 
[it] with three other sink-making 
materials. The test showed that stain- 
less steel surfaces produce clean 
scratches that release bacteria with 
relative ease 


— BRIAN R. LESLIE 


Specialty Steel Industry 
f the United States 


Washi ington, D.C. 


CORRECTION: In the article "Brilliant 


November 


Thomas Tisch's phone num- 


Cut Glass” December 
1992 
ber was misprinted and should be 


607 ) 387-5473. 
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National Register Plaques 
istom wording 
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al 50 


all or Sc end Tort REE Broc hure: 


| Free: 1-800-874-7848 
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.andmark Com 


Plaques 
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OUR FREE VIDEO 
EXPLAINS IT ALL 


The intriquing history of river-recovered Heart Pine 
8 ) 


Lost a century ago on its way down river, Longleaf Pine is once again available. Its 
elegant Heart Pine wood is unspoiled by oxygen, saws or nails. Todav, vour floor 
can come from these lost logs. from a time when loggers cut down original-growth 
trees by hand with crosscut saws. (Photo courtesy of Florida Archives.) 


1 
о. nD AN 


FLOORING * LUMBER * STAIRPARTS 
Call for video (800) 336-3118 


OODWI 


| Heart Pine Company | ut Pine С | Heart Pine Company | 


119-AA e Micanopy, FL 32667 


HISTORIC 
RESOURCE 


N 
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Wood Restoration 
System 


The New Standards To Restore & Replace Wood 


Specified by the U.S. Government, national restoration centers, 
museums, architects, contractors and other professionals, Abatron's 
restoration materials handle virtually any wood repair problem. Results 
are guaranteed by years of incredible performance and our service. 


Liquid Wood® 


Deep penetrating wood consolidant. 
High-strength and strong adhesion, 
clear, transparent, low viscosity. 
Regenerates and waterproofs wood 
by hardening after penetrating. Can 
be brushed or poured on. Ideal for 
rotted windowsills and frames, 
columns, doors, furniture, sculptures 
structural and decorative compo- 
nents of any size in/outdoors. 


WoodEpox® 


The most versatile, STRUCTURAL & 
decorative wood substitute & 
no-shrink adhesive putty used in 
any thickness to replace, repair, 
extend or fill wood and other 
materials in structures, frames, 
furniture, boats, components, sculp- 
tures, in/outdoors. Can be sawed, 
nailed, planed, stained, painted. 
Often stronger than the original, 
unaffected by water, weather and 
termites. A NEW STANDARD IN 
WOOD RESTORATION. 
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10" rotted bottoms of these load-bearing columns. Abatron's 5-can Wood Restoration Kit contains 


є — . LiquidWood A and B, WoodEpox A 
and B, and Abosolv solvent. 
Available in pint, quart 

and gallon sizes. 


Pia | bg VISA, MASTERCARD, & 
E AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED 
Call 1-800-445-1754 
IN ILLINOIS 708-426-2200 


ABATRON, INC. 
33 Center Drive, Dept. ОҢ), Gilberts, Illinois 60136 


Since 1959, manufacturers of: Structural adhesives and sealants 
Protective and waterproof coatings – Seamless floors — Grouts for pitted and spalled surfaces 
Terrazzo systems - Expansion joints - Anchoring grouts for posts, precasts and structures 


WoodEpox, which outperforms and outlasts wood. Underwater patching compounds – Resins for fiberglas and composites 
Caulks — Crack injection resins 


A Handy Helper 

FTER PURCHASING A 1909 VINTAGE 
old house, we had problems 
working on the 10 1/2' high ceilings. 
Since this was a one-man-and-wife 
project, it soon became apparent that 
the two of us could not strip old wall- 
papet, repair cracked plaster, or replace 
wallboard while on stepladders. The 
solution was a “multi-function” table. 
The device is made in two sec- 
tions: a table base that enables one to 
stand and reach the ceiling, and a 
board-lifting assembly that is adjust- 
ed by holes in the slides. It’s conve- 
nience and utility is very much worth 
the time and expense it takes to build, 
and it enables one person to work on 

ceilings regardless of their height. 
— BILLY D. WRIGHT 
Bedford, Virginia 


Spotting Siding 
Ta 1920S BUNGALOW I AM RESTOR- 
ing to its original cedar shingles 
was covered in the 1950s with asphalt- 
faced siding. I discovered that auto 
body spot glazing putty (lacquer- 
based) works very well to fill the nail 
holes and cracks that have popped up 
from age and removing the substitute 
siding. The material dries quickly and 
can easily be sanded down for paint- 
ing. It is available at auto body supply 
stores in a variety of colors and prices 
($7 to $10). The main drawbacks to 
watch out for are that the putty has 
very little body to hold it in large 
holes, and when fresh it can soften 
paint or previously-applied material. 
The advantages are that it's weather- 
proof and doesn't have to be mixed. 
— CHARLES W. LEO 
Seattle, Wash. 


The multi-function table is also 
a convient stand | for painting a ceiling or 


installing light fixtures. 
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Decorating Tips 

ECORATIVE PLASTERWORK IS VERY 
D beautiful, but unfortunately, it is 
also extremely fragile. To repair non- 
structural cracks in ornamental plas- 
terwork, painted mouldings, and bead- 
ed wainscotting in my old house, I've 
found that using a pastry bag (also 
called a piping bag) and an assortment 
of cake decorating tips does the job 
neatly. After practicing with Crisco to 
get the hang of it, laying a thin bead 
of spackling or compound was easy, 
and any plaster design could be close- 
ly duplicated. Make sure to use a com- 
pound that doesn't sink, sag, or crack 
much, such as Elmer's Redi-Spack 
Lite. The bags and tips, which are inex- 
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pensive, are sold at restaurant- or 
gourmet-supply shops. 

—JOSIE ADELMAN 

Scranton, Penn 


Stopping Paint Spatters 

HEN PAINTING OR PAPERING A 

V V room, door hardware often 

ends up covered with drip marks, 

which can be tedious to clean. A use- 

ful trick to prevent a mess is tying plas- 

tic sandwich bags over the door knobs. 

The bags will protect the knobs from 

being soiled by paint spatters and dirty 

hands. They also help to avoid an 
extra clean-up job. 

— R.M. WOODBURY 

Belfast, Maine 


Cartouches 4 Niches 
Friezes a Cornice 

Centerpieces ; |. Grilles 
Brackets $^ TE Mouldings 


CHADSWORTH 
IQ '« 
We offer over 1500 handcrafted plaster COLUMNS 
ornaments for the building industry. "enr uoces AREE | 
Custom reproduction is also available. ( 


The Fischer & Jirouch Co. 3 Jf | 
C C^ I T Bus. Tel. (216) 361-3840 


Cleveland, OH 44103 а FAX Tel. (216) 361-0650 


HISTORIC LIGHTING 


REPRODUCTIONS FOR 
ALL RESTORATIONS 
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Window Quilt 


INSULATING SHADES 


SAVE 80% OF THE 
HEAT LOST 
THROUGH WINDOWS 
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Even with storm or double-paned win- 
dows, you lose up to half of your heat 
through unprotected windows. Window 
Quilt cuts this heat loss by as much as 
8096, so you save on heating and cooling 
costs. 
For information, call or write 
Window Quilt 
PO Box 975, Brattleboro, VT 
05302. 
(800) 257-4501 


REPAIRS TO, OR COPIES ОЕ, nd 
YOUR METAL ORIGINALS. BALI” ‘BALL 


Call or write for details and our FREE 463 W. Lincoln Hwy 
MINI-CATALOG. Or send 55.9? for Exton, PA 19341 
our complete catalog. (215) 363-7330 
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RUSTRATED BY TODAY'S PUBLI- 
cations (present company 


excluded, of course) and their 


irrelevant home improvement 
advice? Baffled by the construction of 
missing balustrades, windows, or 


dormers? Curious 


GOOD BOOKS 


Collecting Antique Books 


by Neal A. Vogel 


honing your browsing instincts you 
can become a discriminating collec- 
tor. Ás an antiquarian pup, I pur- 
chased anything and everything relat- 
ed to restoration I could get my teeth 
on; as a maturing book hound, I am 

more selective about 


about who manufac- 
tured your millwork? 


Answers can be found 


among the golden 
pages of antique build- 


ing catalogs, architec- 


tural journals, trade 
manuals, and home 


improvement books. a 
Whether described as 
“rare,” “antique,” “out- 
of-print,” or simply 
“used,” 


yesteryear's 


nN SCHOOL OF шучы! (има E A 


what I flush out. 


FINDING ANTIQUE 
HOUSE BOOKS 


OCCASIONALLY,  OLD- 
house books can be 
found at auctions, 
antique shops, and 
library sales, but anti- 
quarian or used book 
shops are where elusive 


editions dwell. Deal- 


ers occasionally cull 


books provide first- 
hand descriptions of 
the artistic and tech- 
nological develop- 
ments which influ- 


enced the design, materials and 


construction of your old house. With 


them you can explore what designers 
and builders were writing when it was 
built and “Learn to fill bigger shoes .” 

Antique books regularly have a 
depth, context, richness of illustra- 
tion, and nostalgic flavor that is miss- 
ing in modern references, and they 
can be inexpensive to collect. Decide 
what topics you're interested in, how 
you will use the books (for reference, 


casual interest, or decoration), and 
determine your budget. The most 
pertinent books will be period with 
your house, Hunting for such spe- 


cific rare books is challenging, but by 
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Early correspondence school 
sets are a treasure trove 
of information. 


their stock for book 
fairs (streamlining 
shopping for those 
with little time) but 
beware, such events 
can raise prices 20% or more. If you 
see a book you want but cannot 
afford, return as the fair closes. If it’s 
still there, the dealer often prefers to 
unload it rather than load it, and may 
negotiate. 

Mail order catalogs are 
another convenient way to save 
time. Since these books are pur- 
chased sight unseen, you should 
be familiar with the type of 
book you're ordering to avoid 
disappointment and return 
postage (most dealers offer fair 
return policies). Again, conve- 
nience raises the price 25% to 40%. 
Watch out for “search services” that 
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charge as your fee may be returned only 
after an extensive wait. Many dealers 
will search for free if you're genuinely 
interested. 

Myself, I relish the hunt and 
have stalked books from the back 
roads of Iowa to the streets of New 
York City. Dealers can be found every- 
where. It's simply a matter of locat- 
ing the first one in the yellow pages, 
through an antique shop, or by chance. 
Directories typically list the dealer's 
location, hours, inventory size, and pri- 
mary stock (most states and major 
cities have them). Many dealers oper- 
ate as a struggling small business so 
phone first or be prepared to find 
locked doors due to auctions, days off, 
and closures. Rare book shops are 
much easier to find than rare books. 

Dealers with vast collections of 
literature and Americana are a dime a 
dozen, but those whose primary stock 
is germane to old houses are few and 


[ Continued on p. 18 ] 


Period 
how-to 
books are 
often generously 
and lucidly 
illustrated. Art such as 
this woodcut puts some 
modern volumes to shame. 
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Ornamental Iron Fences & Gates for over 100 Years 


• Solid Iron Construction *15 Standard Historic Styles 
• Custom Designs and Period Reproduction Available 
Send $3.00 for New Catalogue & Price List 
P. O. Box 2612 (O. H. J.) * Covington, KY 41012-2612 

(606) 431-1985 
өөө ө 999992999299 
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“Custom furniture fits your 
lifestyle. Safe & Simple™ 
finishes fit mine. I can con- 
centrate 100% on the job 
because there are no sol- 
vent vapors and no smell. 
All year round, without 
even thinking about it, I 
canget fast drying 

finishes; tough, clear and 


non-yellowing.” Terry Horan 
New England Workshop 
Rumford, Rhode Island 


A great place to start is with a copy 
of “Before and After” This full-color, 64- 
page guide shows you how 19 different 
homeowners turned their remodeling 
ideas into reality 

For your copy, mail the coupon 
below and a check for $4.95. To order 
using MasterCard or VISA, call 1-800- 
346-5128. In Canada, 1-800-263-6161 
With your order, we'll include a free 
copy of our full-line window and door 
catalog or you may request it alone 


ty 
Eta 


Environmentally Responsible 
Water Based Polyurethane 


Safe & Simple 


Ш Notoxic vapors W Dries crystal clear 
@ No solvent fumes in 30 minutes 
E Nonflammable E No solvent odor 


Before and After” book $495 


send me Free full-line window and door catalog 


@ Waterbased @ Easy water clean up 

For more about the full line of Carver Tripp water based wood finishing MARVIN WINDOWS 
products, write Environment, Dept OHJ. Parks yxporabon. Somerset 

— ARE MADE TO ORDER. 
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Books by Fred T. Hodgson, one of the most 
prolific turn-of-the century authors, 
are very affordable today. 


far between. More often, such books 
are sparsely scattered among a few 
shelves — but this is where the bar- 
gains can hide. Be sure to 
check the sections labeled 

architecture, arts, crafts, 

decorating, how-to, home 

improvement, trade cata- 

logs, and technical. I have 

also found great books on 

masonry under geology 

and wood under forestry. 

Don't forget to check the 

oversized sections, a com- 

mon spot for design 
books. If the shop is large or 

the clerk unfamiliar with the stock, 
still take the time to browse; many 
owners can't keep track of their entire 
collection. For instance, last month I 
spotted а 1906 first edition of Sweet's 
Architectural Catalog — 760 pages chock 
full of turn-of-the-century architec- 
tural information — on a “general 
interest” shelf. This discovery was 
made on my way out the door after I 
was informed there were no other 
architectural books in stock. It had 
never been opened, except to pencil 
$24.95 inside. ssssssSOLD! 


ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS ARE PRICED ACCORD- 
ing to their condition, age, quality, rar- 
ity and how much the dealer has 
invested. Price catalogs are available, 
but they're expensive and unnecessary 
for anyone but dealers. The bottom 
line is, what can the dealer get for the 
book, and what are you willing to pay? 
Regional demand also makes a big 
price difference. Not surprisingly, 
books on glass don't come cheap in 
Corning, New York (home of the 
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Corning Glass Museum). In places 
known for preservation such as Boston, 
New Orleans, or San Francisco, prices 
tend to reflect an abundance of buy- 
ers, While traveling, look for books 
relevant to your region, especially 
architectural guides and picto- 
rial surveys, that may be 
worth more at home. 
Assess old books 
carefully, inspecting the 
binding and looking for 
loose or missing pages. 
Pre-1870 books were fre- 
quently made with durable 
linen and cotton fibers. 
Unfortunately, paper qual- 
ity was much lower from 1880 
to 1920, which correlates with the 
biggest housing booms in America 
(and the greatest abundance of old 
house books). Nevertheless, don't 


judge a book by its cover. Most impor- 


tant is the quality of the illustrations 
and text because some books just ain't 
worth the paper they were printed on. 
I have browsed neat boutiques 
with plastic covers on every volume, 
and leaning barns crammed with book 
stacks that defy gravity like a scene 
from Dr. Seuss. As a rule, the more 
challenging the hunt, the better the buy. 
Horse trading is an acquired talent, but 
I find most dealers will drop the 
marked price 5% to 15%. Fortunately, 
a few publishers have reprinted some 
of the classic architectural and build- 
ing trades books in recent years, but 
the originals are often cheaper. Col- 
lecting antique books is a rewarding, 
never-ending hobby. Many of these 
books can be found at great libraries, 
but it's more fun building your own. 


Neal A. Vogel manages a technical services pro- 


gram for Inspired Partnerships in Chicago. 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
I HAVE CROSSED EARLY- AND MID-I9TH CENTURY EDITIONS BY ASHER BEN- 


jamin, Andrew Jackson Downing, and others, but they're rare to find. 


However, the late- and post- Victorian housing boom generated countless 
mail-order catalogs and manuals relevant to old houses. Sash & Blind 
company catalogs are fairly common and have nice illustrations of mould- 
ing profiles and period decorating. In the 1890s, the International Cor- 
respondence School (ICS) was formed in Scranton, Pennsylvania that 
produced incredibly in-depth and profusely illustrated books on the Amer- 
ican building trades. Undoubtedly, the most common how-to series of 
the early 2oth century were Audel’s Carpenter and Builders Guides (1923), and 
Audel's Masons and Builders Guides (1924), both brimming with practical illus- 
trations. A number of great sources were also produced by manufactur- 
ets, such as The White Pine Series of Architectural Monographs (1915-1924). By the 
way, don't overlook journals. Building Age (1898-1928), House Beautiful (since 
1896), and Scientific American (since 1845) are just a few which contain a 
wealth of old-house information. Always, check the origin of publica- 
tions for clues on their content. For example, a good series entitled Cyclo- 
pedia of Architecture, Carpentry and Building produced in Chicago by the Amer- 
ican Technical Society emphasizes Midwest construction. Beware of 
British publications, which often have great information but are inconsistent 
with American construction terminology and practice. 


CM- Cf изе 


aud 


our most 
ااا‎ 


restoration bil 


OLD-HOUSE 
JOURNAL 
1 Year (6 Issues) $24 


ENTER MY ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR $24! (please print) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


А — a M—M—— 
Û PAYMENT ENCLOSED 

Û PLEASE BILL ME (U.S. Only) 

Û CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A RENEWAL (and attach mailing label) 


Canadian orders add $10 per year. Foreign orders add $14. U.S funds only 
please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue. 


48AS 


OLD-HOUSE 
JOURNAL 
1 Year (6 Issues) $24 


ENTER MY ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR $24! ( please print) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


ÛJ PAYMENT ENCLOSED 
Г) PLEASE BILL ME (U.S. Only) 
(] CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A RENEWAL (and attach mailing label) 


Canadian orders add $10 per year Foreign orders add $14. US funds only 
please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue. 


OLD-HOUSE 
JOURNAL 


GIVE A ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO ОН] FOR $24! 
EACH ADDITIONAL GIFT IS ONLY $18. (please print) 


GIFT FOR: 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


GIFT FROM: 


ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 
ÛJ PAYMENT ENCLOSED O PLEASE BILL ME (U.S. Only) 


ÛÛ INCLUDE MY OWN SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONE YEAR: О NEw Û RENEWAL 


Canadian orders add $10 per year. Foreign orders add $14. U.S. funds only. 
please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue. 28; 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSAR Y 
IF MAILED 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 
manna. 
کک‎ 
demam машыга козгэ 
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL — BRINGING 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1198 BOULDER, CO [i 
[o 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE | —— 

m E س‎ INSPIRATION 
OLD-HOUSE е 
JOURNAL — 


SW 
PO BOX 50214 3 ت‎ 


BOULDER, CO 80321-0214 


| NO POSTAGE | 
NECESSAR Y 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


INFORMATION 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1198 BOULDER, СО 


TO YOUR 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 
OLD-HOUSE 
JOURNAL 
PO BOX 50214 


BOULDER, CO 80321-0214 DOOR. 


OLD-HOUSE 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSAR Y 


IF MAILED 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1198 BOULDER, CO 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 
OLD-HOUSE 


PO BOX 50214 
BOULDER, CO 80321-0214 


€—€—————M—M——MMÀM—YÓ— — 


Mere 


ГО 
SRIANAN IAT 


ot 
FOR ONLY 


элеее” 


SWF 


This indispensable four-volume set will put at your fingertips: 
* Creative strategies, innovative approaches, and proven 
techniques for both aesthetic and structural concerns 
* Hundreds of case studies, examples, photographs, floor 
plans, and checklists 
* Extensive listings of available suppliers, organizations, 
foundations, publications, and references 


The Seventh Old House Catalogue 

Compiled by Lawrence Grow 

The latest edition of this famous A-to-Z sourcebook now has over 2,500 
listings for structural elements, architectural adornments, hardware, 
lighting, floor and wall coverings, and much more. Complete with 700 
photos and illustrations and an index of suppliers' addresses and 
phone numbers. 

Hardcover. Publisher's Price: $29.95 


Reviving Old Houses 

Over 500 Low-Cost Tips and Techniques 

by Alan Dan Orme 

Here are hundreds of time and money-saving tips on how to install 
period items as you restore old homes. With the dozens of how-to 
illustrations, quick-glance checklists, and guidelines to restoration 
standards, you'll learn all about restoring exterior masonry, rejuvenat- 
ing old doors and porches, refinishing wood floors, and more! 
Soflcover. Publisher's Price: $16.95 


Preserving Porches 

Two Experts Tell You How to Restore Your 

Porch to Its Original Beauty 

by Renee Kahn and Ellen Meagher 

Discover how to make any porch structurally sound, while preserving 
the original design. Included are complete step-by-step instructions for 
everything from simple repairs to total overhauls, plus listings of 
suppliers and specialty stores. Over 160 photographs and drawings and 
a full glossary complement the text. 

Softcover. Publisher's Price: $18.95 


The beauty of age-old architecture combined with today's conveniences... 


Ornamental Ironwork 

An Illustrated Guide to Its Design, 

History, and Use in American 

Architecture 

by Susan and Michael Southworth 

Learn styles of ironwork; how to repair and maintain iron fences, 
balconies and grilles; where to find organizations, museums, and publi- 
cations related to ironwork; and, the best mail-order sources for 
supplies. Includes a guide to notable regional examples of historic 
ironwork, plus over 200 photographs and illustrations. 

Softcover. Publisher's Price: $26.95 


The ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS BOOK SERVICE will keep you on top of all 
the latest issues and trends in architecture. Our exciting selection of books covers 
residential and contract design, historic preservation, landscape architecture, 
graphic techniques, and interior design. All books are available to you at significant 
savings, with prices starting as low as $14.95 


4 Good Reasons to Join 


1. The Finest Books. Of the hundreds of books submitted to us each year, only the very 
finest are selected and offered. Moreover, our books are always identical to the publishers’ 
editions. You'll never receive an “economy edition" with inferior paper and bindings from us 


2. Big Savings. In addition to getting the four-volume Old House Renovation and 
Restoration Set for only $2.95 when you join, you'll receive discounts on books you choose to 
purchase. Discounts generally range from 15% to 30% off the publishers’ prices, and occasion- 
ally even more. (For example, your total savings as a trial member—including this introducto- 
ry offer—can easily be over 50%. That's like getting every other book free!) 


3. Bonus Books. Also, you will immediately become eligible to participate in our Bonus 
Book Plan, with savings of 50% off the publishers’ prices. 


4. Convenient Service. At 3-4 week intervals (15 times per year), you will receive the 
Architects and Designers Book Service News, describing the Main Selection and Alternate 
Selections, together with a dated reply card. In addition, up to three times a year, you may 
receive offers of Special Selections which will be made available to a group of select members. 
If you want the Main Selection, do nothing, and it will be sent to you automatically. If you pre 
fer another selection, or no book at all, simply indicate your choice on the card and return it 
by the date specified. You will have at least 10 days to decide. If, because of late mail delivery 
of the News, you should receive a book you do not want, we guarantee return postage 


If reply card is missing, please write to Architects and Designers Book Service, Dept. &DP3 (00175), 
3000 Cindel Drive, Delran, NJ 08370-0001, for membership information and an application 
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ONSTANTLY ENCOUNTERED, 
vet hard to define — that's 
the American Queen Anne 


house. It pops up every- 
where in late 19th and early 20th cen- 
tury neighborhoods. Such houses may 
look like the Queen’s poor relations, 
but they have an unmistakable air 
about them, a fundamental Queen 
Anne-ness, if you will. We've picked 
four recent reader houses from a vari- 
ety of geographical regions to illustrate 
some clues to this widely popular style. 

The least ambiguous examples 
are also the earliest ones. Oakwood 
below 


Calhoun Bluffs, 1 opeka, Kansas, was 


farm , constructed in 1895 in 
correctly tagged by its owners as a 
Queen Anne. In fact, it is a nearly pro- 
totypical example in wood, with com- 
plex massing and roof, wraparound 
porch, and a second-floor porch that 
appears to have been enclosed. The 
curiously crafted towerlike observa- 
tion porch reminds us of mail-order 
house designs from the same period 
by Barber, Shoppell, Palliser, and oth- 


ers. Although the exterior color 


scheme is plain vanilla now, a bit of 
paint scraping might reveal a livlier, 
more colorful past. Two books by 
Roger Moss, A Century of Color and 
Victorian Exterior Decoration, could pro- 
vide inspriation. The Decatur, Alaba- 
ma, home (above) is also a solid Queen 
Anne, built in 1896. Its hipped and 


gabled roofs, two-storey bay, and 
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The Ubiquitous Queen Anne 


by James C. Massey and Shirley Maxwell 


quaintly bulbous porch supports are 
all stylistic giveaways. 

A slightly later Queen Anne is 
the one from Lewiston, Illinois ( next 
page, top), built about 1900. The cross- 
gable roof with pedimented front and 
the projecting porch with a circular 
corner are typical (if somewhat 
watered-down) Queen Anne features. 
[his is a good, conservative example 
of vernacular Queen Anne styling 
with Colonial Revival overtones. The 
large-paned One-over-one or two- 
Over-two w indow sash w ould almost 
certainly have been replaced in a 
Colonial Revival design by small glass 
panes in a six-over-six configuration. 


The Virginia house ( next page, 


bottom) was built in тото — really after 
the Queen Anne era. By this time the 
simpler lines of bungalows, Four- 
squares, and all-out Colonial Revival 


Continued on p.22 
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DOVER BOOKS 


for Old-House Restorers 


Reprints of rare period books 
and catalogs essential for 
restorers, preservationists 

VICTORIAN DOMES- 
TIC ARCHITECTURAL 
PLANS AND DETAILS, 
William T. Comstock. 


1881 edition with 734 scale 
drawings of doorways 


VICTORIAN _ 5 
Я ARCHITEC TUR 
pow ARS AND bt ТАП 5 


windows, staircases, mold- 
ings, cornices, other ele- 
ments for homes in Queen 
Anne, Eastlake, other 
styles. Primary source on 
authentic Victorian style 
96pp. 9% x 12% Р 
25442-9 Pa. $6.95 
A VICTORIAN HOUSEBUILDER'S GUIDE, 
George E. Wood ward and Edward C. Thompson 
1569 classic with floor plans and specifications for 
20 houses from simple cottage to brick villa 
Detailed directions for construction, finish. 580 
illus. 160pp. 8% x 114 25704-5 Pa. $8.95 
OLD HOUSE MEASURED AND SCALED 
DRAWINGS FOR BUILDERS AND CARPEN- 
TERS, William A. Radford. 1911 book with 183 
plates showing framing, beamed ceilings, wain 
scoting, window seats, stair railings, fireplaces 
much more, in remarkable detail. 200pp. 9% x 125 
24438-5 Pa. $9.95 
ROBERT'S ILLUSTRATED MILLWORK 
CATALOG, E. L. Roberts & Co. Rare turn-of-the 
century catalog displays over 300 products: window 
blinds, doors and mouldings, parquet floors, side 
boards, balusters, newel posts, paneled walls, much 
more. 416pp. 6% x 9% 25697-9 Pa. $13.95 
VICTORIAN WOODEN MOLDING AND 
FRAME DESIGNS, H. Morell. 1910 catalog with 
over 1,800 illustrations of reeded, bead and gilded 
moldings, ornamental frames, brass corners and 
crowns, more. One of the richest primary sources 
for this style. 208pp. 9 x 12. 26932-9 Pa. $12.95 
ORNAMENTAL CARPENTRY ON NINE 
TEENTH-CENTURY AMERICAN HOUSES, 
Ben Karp. 186 sharp, detailed photos of Victorian 
house carpentry and architectural embellishments 
from examples built 1820 to 1910. 144pp. 85 x 11 
24144-0 Pa. $5.95 
SEARS, ROEBUCK HOME BUILDER'S CATA- 
LOG: The Complete Illustrated 1910 Edition, 
Sears, Roebuck and Co. Hundreds of illustrations 
including 8 full-color plates show doors, siding 
moldings, door locks, hinges, lighting fixtures 
bathroom fixtures, stained glass windows, much 
more. Full original descriptions and prices. 176pp 
8X x 11% 26320-7 Pa. $10.95 
SEARS, ROEBUCK CATALOG OF HOUSES, 
1926, Sears, Roebuck and Co. Rare catalog of 86 
houses with photo, floor plans, full description and 
price for each—over 300 illustrations in all. In 
valuable for restorers, renovators. 160рр. 9% x 12% 
26709-1 Pa. $11.95 
117 HOUSE DESIGNS OF THE TWENTIES, 
Gordon-Van Tine Co. Reprint of rare 1923 catalog 
Photos, floor plans, full descriptions of interior 
exteriors. Over 340 illus. 144pp. 8% x 11 
26959-0 Pa. $9.95 


Complete Guide to Renovating Old Houses! 
HOW TO SELECT AND RENOVATE AN 
OLDER HOUSE, Gerald E. Sherwood. Concise 
yet comprehensive handbook. First part covers 
appraisal, signs of damage; second, renovations 
and repairs on floors, siding, roof, windows, doors 
insulation, interior walls, ceilings, kitchen cabinets 
etc. 133 illustrations. Index. Mpp. 8% x 11 

23374-X Pa. $6.95 


FREE Architecture Book Catalog (58276-0) —Over 
100 books of architectural plans, photos, illustra 
tions, colonial to 1930s and more. A must for hom« 
restorers, renovators 

TO ORDER: List author, title, code number. Add 
$3.00 for postage and handling (any order). N.Y 
residents add sales tax. All books unconditionally 
guaranteed 

SEND TO: DOVER PUBLICATIONS, Dept 
OH93, 31 E. 2nd Street, Mineola, NY 11501 


The Kennebec Look — EM 
Classic design, unequaled craftsmanship. KEN NEBEC 


Visit our showroom or send for brochure. — A = 
| Company 
^. 


“Designers “А. (Cabinetmakers 


IA Front Street Bath, Maine 04530 207-443-2131 


Largest Selection of Antique American Oak 
and Victorian Furniture in New England 


_ 8 y — eee а 
Three Large Barns Full! 
Constantly changing inventory! 

Video tape ($25) individually made for your specific needs 


SOUTH PTON? (413) 527-1022 Open: Thu., Fri., Sat. 10-5 
Route 10 и = 4 hera m: 
d irections: Exit 3 off Mass. Pike 
Southampton, MA (1-90), go 7 mi. north on 
01073 Route 10 
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READING THE OLD HOUSE 


houses had almost entirely displaced 
the complicated Victorian styles. The 
Queen Anne characteristics on this 
Chase City sister include sweeping, 
wraparound porches or verandas, a 
pedimented front gable with bull’s- 
eye ornament, flat-arch keystones 
above the windows, and iron crest- 
ing on the roof. A pedimented gable 


projects over a two-storey bay win- 


dow seen on the right. The shutters 
appear to be less than half the win- 
dow width and look new. Further- 
more, the photograph doesn't show 
any sign of hinge pintles so the house 
may originally have been shutterless. 


metrical massing, exuberant detail, 
and rich mix of brick, stone, wood, 
slate, and other materials that char- 
acterized high-style Queen Anne 
buildings, they are all definitely in the 
royal family. 


The traditional can- 
vas awnings are a 
handsome and func- 
tional feature too sel- 
dom seen nowadays. 
The double front 
door with transom 
and sidelights is fit- 
ting for Queen Anne 
rather than Colonial 
Revival design. 
While each of 
these houses lack the 
picturesque, asym- 


KLEAN-STRIP. DIV. W.M.BARR & CO. * 1-800-238-2672 
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You Can Restore with “ty. 
Confidence When You 
Patch with Krack-kote. 


Krack-kote 

The only permanent solution for interior wall & ceiling cracks. 
Works on old & new plaster, wood, drywall, concrete, textured 
& specialty-finish surfaces. 

Krack-kote's strong, flexible patch bridges cracks - won't shrink, 
harden or fall out. Finished patch is completely invisible under 
paint or wallpaper. No sanding, no mess...you can go from 
"patch to paint" in under two hours. Krack-kote ends wall 

& ceiling cracks forever. 


Wherever fine paint is sold...or call 1-800/827-2056 
for product and ordering information. 


Tuff-Kote Co. 


210 Seminary Ave. Woodstock, IL 60098 


Quality Home & Building Repair Products for Over 40 Years 


agr. Use Tuff-kote.... 
our exterior patching product to restore and weatherproof all exterior surfaces. 


Photos courtesy of ] Jean Scott 
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New Lights 


Urban Archaeology 


285 Lafayette Street New York, NY 10012, (212) 431-6969 
Montauk Highway & Halsey Lane Bridgehampton, NY 11932 
(516) 537-0124 


Cornices • Ceiling Medallions 
Niche Caps e Capitals 
Brackets e Sculpture 
Plaques • Domes 
Cartouches • Tudor Ceilings 
Adam Ceilings • Coffers 
Plus custom design, 
consultation and fabrication. 

TREIBER 
` ORNAM T CALL 
PLASTERING GORE 

PO. Box 509, 110 Ardmore Avenue 


Ardmore, PA 19003-0509. 
215-642-4710, 1-800-392-6896, FAX: 215-642-4863 


A LOVE OF THE 
HEART... 


America's premier 
flooring manufactured 
from antique heart 
pine timbers 


J.L. Powell & Co. Inc. 
(919) 642-8989 + (800) 227-2007 
600 South Madison Street 
Whiteville, N.C. 28472 


VICTORIAN 
WALLPAPERS 


* Handprinted Borders, Friezes, Ceiling Papers 
& Coordinated Wall Fills. 
* Available Directly from our Studio 
by Mail Order. 
* [n-house Design Service. 


* Color Catalog with Binder: $ 10.00 


BRADBURY & BRADBURY 
ART WALLPAPERS 
Р.О. BOX 155-C «BENICIA, CA. 94510 


(707) 746-1900 
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SHEET METAL MYSTERIES 


AT ONE TIME OUR TURN-OF-THE 
OMe century home had on-roof 
gutters, but they've since been 
replaced with modern ones. I've 
removed these, but I don't know how 
to tackle the job of installing terne 
metal gutters like the originals. At 
the same time, my standing-seam 
porch roof has deteriorated from 
years of neglect and must be relaid. 1 
havn't the faintest idea how to flash 
this roof to the wood clapboards. Can 
you help? 
— ALAN W. GLADISH 
Huntington Valley, Penn. 


Simple roof gutters (top) are merely an 
inclined plank supported by brackets. More 
sophisticated versions (above) incorporate a 


pitched bottom board. 


ROOF GUTTERS GO BY A VARI- 
ety of names — Yankee gut- 


ter, Philadelphia gutter, flush 


gutter — and can be constructed in 
at least two ways. In the simplest type, 
a board is nailed perpendicular to the 
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roof deck and supported by brackets. 
The gutter is then lined with sheet 
metal that continues up under the 
roofing for at least 18" and is doubled 
over on the front in a blind edge. To 
shed water, these gutters must cross 
the roof at an incline. On houses where 
this is objectionable the gutter is built 
with a continuous vertical board or 
moulding parallel to the eave. A grad- 
ually tapered board, usually 2” thick, 
then forms the bottom with the prop- 
er pitch, and the gutter is similarly 
lined with sheet metal. 

There is more than one way to flash 
a standing-seam roof, too. A common 
and straightforward method is to just 
roll the seam over as it approaches the 
wall, and then run the now-flat roof- 
ing up under the siding several inches. 
In quality work this joint is also coun- 
terflashed with sheet metal that laps 
over the roof and continues further up 
under the siding. 


AROMA AROUSER 


I AM IN THE MIDST OF CLEAN- 

[OJ ing out an old house. The 

closets have been lined with 

cedar wood, but some have not been 

used for years and need to be fresh- 

ened up. What can I use that won't 
harm the wood? 

— JEAN C. HIGGINS 


Saddle Brook, N. J. 


TO REJUVENATE THE AROMA OF 

old cedar, try using oil of 

cedar wood. First, lightly sand 
the surface with fine-grade sandpaper. 
Then, apply a thin coating of the oil 
with a clean cotton cloth. Don't heav- 
ily coat the cedar; use only as much as 
it will absorb. Remember, as with any 
oil product, the wood will slightly 
darken after an application. Also, two 
conditions that will diminish old — 
or new — cedar's aroma are direct 
light and constantly circulating air, so 


cover or seal any windows or louver 
doors in the closets. If you can't find 
oil of cedar wood in a local hardware 
store, a mail-order source is Albert 
Constantine & Son, Inc., 2050 Eastch- 
ester Rd., Dept. OHJ, Bronx, N.Y. 
10461; (800) 223-8087. 


MOSSED OUT 

WE RECENTLY PURCHASED A 
Ө 1925 bungalow that still has its 
original concrete tile roof — 
with four or five types of moss thriv- 
ing all over it. We spent hours scrap- 
ing 1/2” to 2” thick layers of flora off 
the tiles followed by a commercial 
moss-killing product containing cop- 
per and zinc, all to no avail. We also 
tried straight bleach. This didn't work 
either, though the neighborhood did 
wonder who bought a swimming pool. 
We want to have the roof's condition 
checked out (it has leaked in the past) 
but, understandably, no one will go 
near it until the moss is gone. Are there 
ways to completely get rid of the moss, 

or at least keep it to a minimum? 
— DEBORAH ARING 
Lakewood, Ohio 


SINCE THE USUAL STRATEGIES 
havn't mastered your moss, 
you may have to switch 

ammunition. Ammonium sulfamate 
(available at garden supply stores 
under brand names) is recommend- 
ed to kill moss on concrete. It leaves 
a white powder, but this is easily 
washed off. Potassium salts of fatty 
acids (also at garden stores or Safer 
Chemical Company, Newton, MA; 
617-964-2990) is an environmentally 
safe alternative that works by attack- 
ing the cell walls. Handle all moss- 
killing chemicals carefully and avoid 
contact with other plants. Try a pow- 
er washer for cleaning the roof, and 
trim trees to limit shade and improve 
drying so the moss stays away. 


Quartersawn 
Clapboard 


Authentically Produced 
Early American Clapboards 


Ni 
Decorative Metal Ceilings 


Original turn-of-the-century patterns 


Using eighty year old dies, the W. F. Norman Corporation is once 

again producing metal plates for the design of ceilings and wall cover- 
Over 100 years of continuous operation by the ings. Their growing popularity stems not only from nostalgia but 
Ward family. Quartersawing produces a verti- from their beauty, permanence, fireproofing and economy. 


"g эга hich elimina "s 1 and ч è А А А 
pot و‎ ysa Lio м | ee on Д. чаг life The fullness of the Hi-Art™ line — including center plates, corner 
and beauty. Spruce and pine. Widths from 4 plates, border plates, cornice and filler plates — permits classic 


1/2" to 6-1/2". Pre-staining available designs to be produced that are architecturally proportioned for an 


Ward Clapboard Mill exact fit. 


P.O. Box 1030 Write for reproduction copy of 72 page illustrated catalog. Price $3. 


Waitsfield, VT 05673 H 
ars W.F Norman Corporation 


Moretown, Vermont 
(802) 496-3581 P.O. Box 323 * Nevada, Missouri 64772 * 1-800-641-4038 


Patten, Maine Fax: 417-667-2708 
(207) 528-2933 2 


Brass Light Gallery, 131 S. ist Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204, (414) 271- 8300 FAX: (414) 271- 7755 


MOTHER'S LITTLE HEATER 


WE RECENTLY PURCHASED A 


B 1906 Neo-Colonial home іп 


Clarinda, Iowa, and found an 
unusual heating device in the kitchen. 
Could you tell us more about its history? 

— BYRON AND GAIL BARR 
Clarinda, lowa 


SPECIAL-PURPOSI 
A radiators, like 


one in your kitchen, 


the 


were popular during the early 
part of this century. In 1925, the 
American Radiator С ompany 
in New York offered a similar Peerless 
pantry radiator that was designed as a 
combination radiator and plate warmer. 


Since it was put together by joining wall 
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Similar to the 1925 Peerless pantry radiator 
below left), this four-level version right 


was а handy way to keep food warm 


height and number of levels was option- 

Although your four-tiered pantry 
radiator was meant for 
residential use, larger 
versions were also 
adapted for restaurant 
and hotel kitchens to 
keep prepared dishes 
ready for serving. 

А number of other 
special-purpose radi- 
ators were made, including circular 
types for around columns, angled ones 
to fit into corners, and “muffin warm- 
ers,” which had a small, cupboardlike 


enclosure in the middle to hold food. 


General-interest questions will be an- 
swered in print. The Editors can't promise 
to respond to all questions personally, but 
we try. Send your questions to: Questions 
Editor, Old-House Journal, 2 Main Street, 


Gloucester, MA or910. 


radiators horizontally with pipes, its 


Custom Manufactured 


AUTHENTIC COLONIAL 
WOODEN BLINDS 


н arts anc d tran etry, | f 
^ D kii- DOT fo reed: 
hs der. | а, All of our blinds are made expressly 
j for Your windows with a choice of 
any paint color or natural wood- 


tone 


We also manufacture Traditional 
and Plantation Shutters. 


Call or write for Brochure and price 


DEVENCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
Attn: Department OHJ-0293 
Box 700 Decatur, GA 30031 
(404) 378-4597 
(800) 888-4597 
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que Heart Pine Floorin 


PO. Box 518 * Tarboro, NC 27886 * (919) 823-3306 
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Earn $4,000 Per Month 
From Your Home 


With A Computer! 


FREE CBSI 486 SX Computer 


Begin part-time and still retain the security 
of your present position. This is a proven 
turnkey business an individual or couple 
can run. If you purchase our software and 
business program, we will give you the 
computer and printer. If you already own а 
computer, you may receive a discount. 
You do not need to own, or know how to 
run, a computer — we will provide free, 
home office training. Financing available 


To receive free cassettes and color literature, 
call toll-free 


1-800-343-8014, ext. 91 
(in Indiana: 317-758-4415) Or Write: 
Computer Business Services, Inc. 


CBSI Plaza, Ste. 91, Sheridan, IN 46069 


Send $5 for our full color catalog, 


(catalog fee refundable with order) 


251 s. pennsylvania avenue 
po box 469, centre hall, pa 16828 
814-364-9577 
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Architectural Sheet Metal Ornaments 


Now available from the W.F. Norman Corporation. makers of Hi-Art* Steel Ceilings - a 
complete, 94-year-old line of architectural sheet metal ornamentation including: 
* moldings * balusters * finials * marquee * crestings 
* brackets ‘urns * scrolls enrichments * garlands 
* corbels * capitals * leaves + glass pendant — * panel 
* rosettes * festoons * friezes frames ornaments 
Over 1300 catalog items available in zinc or copper. Custom reproduction inquiries invited 

W.F. Norman also produces building cornices, lintels, capitals, window hoods, finials 


and weathervanes. W. F. NORMAN CORP. 


Complete catalog $2.50 * P.O. Box 323, Nevada, MO 64772 * 800-641-4038 * fax 417-667-2708 
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* lion heads 
* conductor heads 
and fittings 
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ANTIQUE WIDE 
PINE FLOORING 


Ps 


Largest inventory in the Northeast. 
Antique Pine up to 27" wide * Antique Oak up to 20" wide 
Antique Chestnut up to 20" wide 
Heart Long Leaf Yellow Pine 14" wide 


Panelling, doors, wainscotting, antique hand hewn beams, complete 
antique houses and barns available. 


Antique Oak 6 Chestnut 


For price lists, call 
North Fields Restorations, Rowley, Mass 
(508) 948-2722 
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RESTORING AND CARING FOR MOLDED “CARVINGS” 


BY J. RANDALL COTTON 


ROM THE 1880S TO THE EARLY DECADES OF THE 


20th century, a smorgasbord of sculptural designs helped satiate America's appetite for rich 


ornamental surfaces. Fanciful winged griffins, fearsome lion heads, refined Grecian urns 


and lyres, cheeky rococo cherubs, overflowing cornucopias, festoons of wheat, garlands of 


roses, heraldic medallions, whimsical French cameos, Chinese latticework, Egyptian sun 


gods and innumerable other motifs decked out the interiors of grand public spaces and ordi- 


nary domestic rooms alike. An abiding myth holds that all this intricate decoration was 


painstakingly and lovingly hand carved in wood. Not so. The majority was mass-produced 


by casting in plaster, wood fiber, gesso, or a material that is little known today: composition, 


Compo, as it is often called, is a mixture that can be 
pressed into molds when plastic, applied as ornament when 
hardened, and then painted or easily disguised to imitate 
wood or even costly marble. Today, countless owners of old 
homes may have (without even knowing it) mantelpieces, 
columns, crown moulding, chair rails, or ceiling medallions 
ornamented with what looks like carved wood or stone, but 
is actually molded compo. When it comes time to restore 


these surfaces, it is important to know the difference. 


Concocting Compo 
AS FAR BACK AS THE 17TH CENTURY, COMPO WAS USED BY THI 
Italians, who know it as compositione, Thereafter, it found favor 
with both the French and English (the renowned Adam broth- 


ers among them), and was often employed for embellish- 


ments on furniture and picture or mirror frames. By the 1890s 
compo started to see extensive use in America. In one instance, 
European craftsmen brought over to produce ornament for 
( ‘hicago's monumental 1893 Columbian Exhibition stayed 
on to work at one of the country’s fledgling manufacturers 
of this material, The Decorators Supply Corporation, Oth- 
er firms (including the J.P. Weaver Company founded in 
1914) followed on both coasts. 

Much of the compo industry's output was ordered for 
the interior decoration of commercial and public buildings 
such as movie palaces and hotels, but the residential market 
was strong as well. Even the builders of av erage, contractor- 
designed houses could afford to jazz up mantelpieces and 
millwork with inexpensive ornament in styles ranging from 


French rococo to Art Deco, and from English Tudor to 
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Oak colonnettes 
embellished with stained 


composition ornament 
опа 1903 mantel E 


T 


Colonial Revival. 

The basic method for pro- 
ducing compo ornament has 
changed little over the years. 
Though formulas vary, it usually 
consists of whiting (limestone pow- 
der) blended with a binder of ani- 
mal glue, rosin, and natural oils 
such as fish oil that have been mixed 
and heated. Sometimes molasses is 
added to the mix. This doughy sub- 
stance is then extruded from a 
blending machine and cut into 
breadlike k AVES. When these loaves 
are steamed, the compo softens to 
a window-putty consistency that 
can be hand pressed into molds. 
After about an hour of cooling and 
hardening, the perfectly formed 
compo ornament is removed from 
the mold and the rough edges fin- 


ished by hand, if necessary. 


Left; Compo manufacture begins by extruding the raw mixture from a blending machine 


Right: Molds are carved from maple blocks with black asphaltum cores and might be used for decades, 


The ornament molds are - 
maple blocks with an asphaltum core, each created by skilled 
artisans. Over the years, the few compo makers that remain 
in business have accumulated thousands of intricate mold 
patterns, the result of decades of both custom work and 
standardized designs. Many still use molds made a half cen- 
tury earlier. 

Two problems are associated with the molding process. 
First, compo shrinks as it dries — about one-half inch per foot 
— so the mold patterns must be slightly oversize to produce a 
specific finished dimension. Second, if stored for too long, com- 
po ornament can watp. 
Because of this relatively 
short shelf life, most 
manufacturers only pro- 
duce individual items as 
they are ordered. 

Technically, com- 
po ornament could be 
shipped and applied at 
the building site to 
millwork and other 
interior architectural 
elements. In practice, 
though, much of it was 
applied right at the fac- 
tory. Millworks would 


At the shop, a worker fixes compo 


send their products — 


mouldings toa wood mantel cornice. columns, mantels, 


— frames, cornices, brack- 


ets, consoles = to the compo maker where the ornamental 
embellishments were added. I he finished pr duc ts were then 


sold through catalogs to builders across the country. 


Applying and Finishing 

ONE OF THE GREAT ADVANTAGES OF COMPO IS ITS EASE OF APPLI- 
cation. An ornament is first steamed, typically by placing it 
on an open-weave material such as burlap that is stretched 
over a steaming container of water. Shortly thereafter, the 
compo becomes supple and tacky as the glues in the mixture 
come to the surface. The glues make the ornament self-adhe- 
sive and it is mounted simply by positioning on a wood or 
plaster surface. If necessary, stronger attachment is provided 
by small brads or tacks. Another advantage compo has over 
plaster, gesso, or wood fiber ornament is its pliability when 
steamed. Compo can be applied to a curved or uneven surface 
and, as it dries, will conform to the shape of that surface. 

( ‚ютро is also a chameleonlike substance that can be 
finished to mimic the materials on which it is applied. It can 
be stained or grained like wood, painted, antiqued, or faux 
finished by most methods, Often, intricate interior architec- 
tural elements (a mantelpiece or pilaster, for example) were 
composed of a wood framework over which ornamental cast 
plaster and compo was applied. These dissimilar materials 
were tied together into a unified whole by the finish. Paint- 
ing was the simplest and most w idespread finish, but almost 
as common were marbleizing, glazing, gilding, wood grain- 
ing — in short, any technique popular in the late- and post- 


Victorian eras. 


tt 
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Compo Care and Repair 

BECAUSE IT IS A FAIRLY STABLE MATERIAL, UNDER NORMAL CON- 
ditions compo ornament is carefree. However, it can be dam- 
aged by heat, severe moisture problems, or harsh chemicals. 
Sometimes old compo can crack or delaminate. Fortunately 


repairs are relatively simple. 


Before taking action, you have to know if the swag or 


scallop shell you're dealing with is truely compo and not an 
alternative material, Since virtually all ornament will have a 
finish, you will need to find a place where it has worn or 
chipped off. Barring this, remove the finish down to the base 
material in an inconspicuous place by scraping with an Exac- 
to blade or similar tool. If the underlying material is white, the 
ornament is most likely cast plaster. If it splinters or has a 
grain, it is wood. If it has a woodlike appearance and texture 
— but without a grain — it is probably compressed wood- 
fiber ornament. However, if the material has a brownish col- 
or with a uniform, featureless texture throughout, the orna- 
ment is likely to be compo. 

Inspecting old compo ornament may reveal small cracks 
or delamination separation from the applied surface. If the 
ornament is not loose or the cracks are not serious, it's proba- 
bly best to just live with these small imperfections. Cracks in 
compo are often the result of overly dry conditions. Unsightly 


cracks can be filled with Spackle, joint compound, or other 


fillers, and finished to blend Ww ith the surrounding surfaces. If 


the compo has a stained or "natural" wood finish, fill cracks 
with wood putty that is pre-stained or that can be stained to 
match. Slightly delaminated sections can be treated like cracks. 


If sections of compo are badly delaminated, damaged, 


At Decorators Supply Corp, compo edge mouldings complete 
a wood-frame Louis XV mantelpiece (above), while compo acanthus 


leaves adorn wood brackets below 
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or missing altogether, you 
may want to replace them 
with new compo. Dealing 
with manufacturers that use 
decades-old molds (such 
as those listed on page 33) 
means there is a good chance 
one of them will still have 
ornament that, if not iden- 
tical in design, is very similar 
to the missing or damaged 
item. Peruse the catalogs or 
send the firms samples or 
photos of the pieces to be In-fill repair would restore 
replaced. Compo manufac- this wardrobe ornament. 
turers can also cast repro- 

ductions by using sections of the original ornament as the 
model for a new mold. However, there is a hefty surcharge for 
this service ($100 to $150 per mold, for example). 

Sections of damaged compo can be removed by the judi- 
cious use of a heat gun. When applied carefully, the heat breaks 
the bond between the compo and the surface underneath. 
When using this technique, don't remove any more of the 
damaged ornament than necessary. If you're restoring some 
existing ornament, first cut out the section of the new replace- 
ment compo that matches the missing (or removed) area and 
position it over the "ghost line" of the original piece. Minor 
imperfections or mismatches can be alleviated by sanding or 


carving. Then, apply the replacement ornament (or sections 
thereof) by carefully following the directions. In most cases, 
you will need to steam the compo to make it pliable and self- 
adhesive. Afterwards, abut the new compo to the old sec- 
tion. When the new sections have hardened, joints between 
old and new can be filled with wood putty or Spackle. 


Stripping Finishes from Old Compo 
REFINISHING INTERIOR DETAILS IS A COMMON OLD-HOUSE PRO- 
ject, so what about removing old, built-up paint from applied 
compo ornament? Prolonged exposure to water and heat may 
dissolve old compo, so water-based chemical strippers and heat 
tools should be used with great care. Although open flames and 
chemical immersion "dip stripping" are effective for removing 
old paint, these methods should never be used where applied 
ornament is present. (Be aware that since the 1890s compo was 
often used on furniture and frames so dip-stripping can dam- 
age these pieces as well.) 

Even so, compo can tolerate the effects of many chem- 
ical strippers if they are carefully applied. Always begin with a 
small test patch on an out-of-the-way section. Carefully fol- 
low the manufacturer's directions for the stripper, and inspect 
the test patch only after it has thoroughly dried. During strip- 


ping, a dental tool or toothbrush used with care will help remove 


stubborn paint from the nooks and crannies of the ornament. 

Once the old finish has been removed, the compo orna- 
ment can be refinished in any number of ways. However, you 
might discover that the compo “takes” the finish in a slightly dif- 


Molded and Cast Ornament Glossary 


Traditional Materials: 


Gesso — A mixture of gypsum plaster, glue, and whiting. It was 
commonly used for applied ornament on picture and mirror frames. 
Plaster — Composed of lime and water, plaster sets to form a 
hard surface and has been used since ancient times for the most 


intricate of cast ornament. 


Rosin — A resin obtained from the viscous organic substance 


exuded by pine trees. 
Whiting — Powdered limestone or chalk. 


Wood Fiber Ornament — Refined or partly refined wood fibers 


in suspension and compressed under high pressure into ornament 


molds. 
Alternative Modern Materials Used for Ornament: 


Fiberglass — Fine-spun filaments of glass that, with various 


resins, can be molded into complex shapes. 


Polyester — A synthetic polymeric (giant molecules formed from 


smaller molecules of the same substance) resin. 


Polyurethane — A compound made of synthetic rubber poly- 


mers. 
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Photo Top 


Robert Jaeger 


Left: Сопуйи ingly marbleized compo rosettes. Right: Whole column 


capitals wood cores with compo ornament — waiting for shipment 


ferent manner than the base surface. For example, because com- 
po and wood have different densities, a coat of stain applied to com- 
po may come out darker or lighter than the same stain applied to 
the wood. Perfecting the finish on trial patches before proceed- 
ing with the whole project will help produce uniform results. 
The great versatility and affordability of compo — still 
available in thousands of patterns — makes it, perhaps, too 
easy for old-house owners to “dress up” interior surfaces that 
never had ornament. If you're concerned about the historical 
authenticity of your house, resist the temptation to “gild the 
lily” in this way. Original, unornamented interior surfaces are 
usually the result of vernacular traditions or intentional design 
decisions that should be respected. However, introducing com- 
po ornament might be appropriate for new interior elements. 
Some examples would be the mantelpiece in a room addition, 
or on new crown molding added to an original room that had 


been previously gutted. In these situations choose new orna- 


ment patterns that are compatible with the style and level of 


elaboration found elsewhere in the house. 

Compo's heyday was the exuberant late 19th century. 
Yet after decades of the modernist movement and being 
eschewed as frivolous, there is a rekindled love of architectural 
ornamentation. Compo, still produced in the old tradition, 
continues on as a practical material worth trying for both new 


and restoration projects. îh 


Special thanks to Steve Grage of The Decorators Supply Corporation 
for helping with this article 
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WHAT TO BO ABOU T 


FEELING 
CEILINGS 


By Gordon Bock 


RAVITY IS A HANDY FORCE TO HAVE 

around — except, perhaps, for 

| inverted surfaces like ceilings. While 

gravity keeps dust and dirt from collecting in large 
piles, it also tries to pull down the materials that 
make up a ceiling — plaster, usually, or wood or 
metal — and the finishes that cover them. In 
neglected buildings it often succeeds, and even if 
the base holds the paint gives out and you get peel- 


ing ceilings, the eczema of almost every old house. 
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Summer beams look like 
bummer beams when they "ve 


next to calcinmine-bexed 


ceilings 


THAT OL' CALCIMINE 
CEILINGS CAN PEEL IN A NEW HOUSE, TOO, AND FOR LOTS REASONS. 
Water in the form of leaks or moisture in the air doesn't 
help, and neither does poor preparation work or low-qual- 
ity materials in the original job. However, when ceiling 
paint is failing in an old house, suspect a familiar gremlin: 
calcimine. 

Also known as kalsomine or distemper, calcimine is 
a simple water-based paint that employs whiting (ground 
chalk) or dry zinc as the primary pigment. When the pow- 
der is mixed with a glue binder and water, it can be spread 
with large brush much like whitewash. Throughout the roth 
century and well into the 2oth century calcimine was used 
to whiten ceilings in all levels of housing. It was inexpensive, 
easy to apply, and it had an absolutely flat, soft pastel look 
that was unobtainable with the linseed oil paints of the era. 
Calcimine could also be tinted with red, green, or yellow 
pigments and was popular in colors for walls. 

It is the simple nature of calcimine that causes prob- 
lems. As paint it is not very durable and in the past it was cus- 
tomary to recoat the surface every two years or so. Since a sec- 
ond coat of calcimine tends to dissolve the glue and lift the 
first coat, ceilings and walls were normally washed clean 
before applying the new job. Water and elbow grease were 
the main solvents, but adding a little washing soda or vine- 
gar to the bucket helped. Once calcimine fell out of fashion, 
however, many a painter "got away" with overcoating an old 
ceiling with oil-base paint. This hid any evidence that the 
original surface was water soluable, so later painters often 
did the same. All this paint usually stays put until some- 
thing — a coat of water-base latex paint, high moisture lev- 
els, or just plain gravity — forces the tender calcimine to let 


go. When it does, BINGO! — you have a peeling ceiling. 


Photography by Barbara Krankenbaus 


CEILINGS WITH THE FRINGE ON TOP 


THERE ARE NO SECRETS OR SHORT CUTS FOR DEALING WITH A 
peeling ceiling. Removal requires plenty of dropcloths 
and overhead handwork, usually from a ladder or scaf- 
fold. If you have a ceiling that is peeling actively down 
to a stable material, there is little co 
be gained by removing only the loose 
material. The bond of paint that 
does stay put will eventually fail over 
coming weeks or months and the 
new paint job will be wasted. Better 
to get it all off now or, if time is not 
a concern, let the bulk of the paint 
peel and finish the job later. Some 
shared wisdom helps: 

= Test for calcimine by trying to 
wash material exposed near the ceil- 
ing base. If an early paint coat soft- 
ens with water, you've got calcimine. 
@ Exposed calcimine can Бе 
scraped off, but washing is usually 
most effective. Besides vinegar and 
water, try using a solution of TSP 
(trisodium phosphate ) or wallpaper 
paste remover, mixing fresh batch- 
es as the water get dirty. Adding a 
dash of photographer's wetting agent 
("Photo-Flo") to a couple of gal- 
lons of warm water breaks the sur- 
face tension and should improve sat- 
uration. A spray bottle is ideal for 
wetting the surface and a stiff brush 
will be needed to clean calcimine on 
rough plaster surfaces. 

= Though calcimine was never 
designed to take overcoating, it is 
possible if properly done. Skilled 
painters could lightly "top over" a 
first coat with more calcimine if nec- 
essary, and specialty products such 
as Calci-Coater (see Restoration 
Products, page 60) or Keim paint 
(for fresco work) are made for cov- 
ering water-based surfaces. 

= Mechanical removal methods always come into play, 
especially for the "scabs" that lift off easily. A sharp, 
broad putty knife or wallboard knife is the main tool, 
but scrapers, spatulas, and wire brushes are also handy. 
On metal ceilings, drill-driven wire brushes or flapsanders 
can help (always wear eye protection and gloves with 
these devices). Sandblasting, while advocated by some, 


Top: Tle effects of wallpaper paste after two 
days on a paint-over-calcimine ceiling. 
Above: Steam generated by a rented wallpaper 
rig may also help loosen calcimine. 
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is rarely kind to thin metal and creates a mess. Self-adhe- 
sive Contact-type paper, though, has been used by apply- 
ing large sheets, then ripping it off like a bandage (buy 
the stickiest kind you can find). 

= Heat tools are of marginal value on plaster ceilings 
(the plaster draws much of the heat) and should never 
be used on metal or thin ceilings 
where they might ignite materials 
on the hidden side. 

"Chemical strippers are effective 
on ceilings, just hard to work with. 
Using paste-type products helps to 
keep them in place; most types can 
be thickened further by mixing in 
cornstarch or sawdust. 

= Steam works for loosening cal- 
cimine-and-paint, though usually 
no faster than for removing wall- 
paper. There's still a lot of over- 
head scraping and the mess of con- 
densing steam. An unbroken paint 
coat can be penetrated but if you 
saturate the edge of the paint at 
some exposed plaster the steam will 
soften the inbetween calcimine and 
wick its way along the ceiling, 
speeding the removal process. The 
steam can be applied with the wall- 
paper removal tool or right from 
the hose, if used with caution. 

* Wallpaper paste is one of the 
niftiest tricks we've heard about. 
Mix up a batch of wheat paste and 
brush it liberally over the covered 
calcimine ceiling and allow to dry. 
After approximately 24 hours the 
tightening paste will start to stress 
the old paint film and cause it to 
blister and peel off the substrate. 
Success varies but the results can be 
miraculous. When used recently on 
an 18th century ceiling, the old paint 
actually crackled and popped like 
breakfast cereal as it shed from the 
plaster. After 48 hours there were 
clear areas the size of a playing card — with no scraping 
or gouges — and the paste was still going strong. Best 
of all, there’s no nasty chemicals to deal with or equip- 
ment to rent, Some paint remains to be coaxed off by 
hand, of course, and leftover paste needs a wash-up with 
soap and water, but compared to chipping away at an 
entire ceiling, this work is gravy. 
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PLASTER WALL SURFACES — 


stucco exteriors and rough 
plaster interiors — are a hall- 
= m mark of Prairie-style houses 
D ў L E built during the first two 
| E | 8 Ч i decades of this century. The 
stucco is typically a mixture of 
Polychrome Walls for Past- Victorian Houses portland cement and quartz 
sand that is uniform in color 
and granular in texture, at 
times containing tiny pebbles. 
Indoors, the walls have a sim- 
ilar looking sand finish, pro- 
duced by working the brown 
coat surface with a wood float, 
yet they are alive with a subtle 
variety of colors mixed into 
and applied on the plaster. 

A few of these rough 
plaster walls survive intact, 
but many have been painted 
over because cracks developed 
due to settling or untested 


— structural meth- 
Autumn bues 
on a ceiling strip ods. It was eas« 
of original 


Prairie Plaster ier to patch and 


BY MAYA MORAT 


Photography by Maya Moran 
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paint these cracks than to track down 
a skilled and talented artisan who 
could duplicate the exact colorings 
in the plaster. The trouble is in most 
cases entire walls were recoated, not 
just the damaged areas. Many own- 
ers of Prairie-style and other Post- 
Victorian houses have discovered this 


stunning finish under flocked wall- 


paper or a smooth overcoating of 


plaster. The question is how to res- 
urrect these luminous, colorful, hid- 
den surfaces. Some answers lie in 
research, color tests, and a careful 


approach. 


PRAIRIE PLASTER ORIGINS 


THOUGH THE INFLUENCE OF THE PRAIRIE 
style extended as far as Europe, the 
main examples are where there once 
was prairie — the American Mid- 
west. There, a large group of archi- 
tects built in this trend with the result 
that one may find Prairie Plaster not 
only in homes designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright, but also by John van 
Bergen, William Drummond, Tall- 
madge and Watson, Purcell & Elm- 


slie, and lesser-known architects. All 


of thses designers regularly employed 
skilled tradesmen to execute the rich 
diversity of wall decoration tech- 
niques used at the turn of the centu- 
ry. Rough plaster was once a very 
popular treatment and 
it was commonly fin- 
ished with stain coats, 
glazing, stippling, or 
scumbling — finishes 
that are close being to 
lost arts today. 
Research is an impor- 
tant first step to 
understanding Prairie 
Plaster. Visit other 
Prairie houses and 
read — not only 
Wright (who though 
a prolific writer and 
lecturer, did not always explain his 
techniques or materials) but others 
such as Robert C. Spencer, a regular 
contributor to House Beautiful . 

For example, in an essay 
Wright collaborator Walter Burley 
Griffin mentions omitting the third, 
finish plaster coat and taking advan- 
tage of the interesting texture of the 


second, brown coat. In a later letter to 
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William Grey Purcell, he wrote about 
the mixture of transparent stains he 
was experimenting with to produce 
different effects. This second “fin- 
ish” coat of interior plaster might also 
be treated with linseed 
oil, turpentine, oil- 
ground pigments, and 
melted beeswax, cre- 
ating a rich, lustrous 
non-homogenous 
effect that is hard to 
duplicate. Not only ts 
he quite specific about 
the colors not appro- 
priate for interiors, 
but he explains the 
rationale for using 
two or three colors. 
“In fact,” writes Grif- 
fin, “a color scheme can hardly be 


called a scheme unless it contains 


Individual panels of Prairie Plaster (above 
might be finished in different color tones or 
combinations, With its long cantilever roof 
and stucco cladding, the Tomek House 
below) in Riverside, Illinois, is a typical 
Wright Prairie building and a prototype for 
the famous Robie house. 
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three tones just as three tones are 
required to form a chord in music.” 
Different tones or colors might be 
used in separate framed wall panels. 
The colors of the autumnal prairie 
palette were preferred and could range 
from a deep sumac red to a russet, 
gold, and olive mixture. 


PLASTER 
PRESERVATION 


GRIFFIN HELD THAT IN BUILDING HOUSES 
“practical considerations should gov- 
ern” and that rough plaster is not 
only natural but easy to keep up. 
After living for nearly two decades 
in Wright’s Tomek House of 1905- 
6, I agree that nothing is more prac- 
tical and pleasing than a textured wall 
with natural coloring. At Tomek 
House much of the wall surface is 
original, some is restored, some is 
being uncovered, and some remains 
for the next owners to uncover. 
Here, then, are some first-hand 
thoughts about how to proceed for 
the inquisitive owner of a Prairie 
house who starts to probe behind old 
paint or delaminated plaster. 

Make Color Tests First. This crit- 
ical step will tell you 1) whether or 
not you have Prairie Plaster under lat- 
er surfaces, and 2) the nature of the 
finish. The analysis of a skilled his- 
toric paint specialist who can inter- 
pret the various finish layers is very 
valuable here. Such a consultant will 
put sample chips of paint and plas- 
ter under a microscope to determine 
their composition. To get a rough 
idea of what finishes lie hidden under 
later surfaces, you can use a straight 


scalpel to loosen a chip and some cel- 


Right: Early efforts at removing paint 
from the dining room wall included sponge 
washing and delicate wire brushing. 
Top, far right: Painstaking paint removal 
with a scalpel in the reception room — 

a labor of love. Bottom, far right: Exposing 
“islands” first helps to separate paint from 
plaster, especially in winter. 
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lophane tape to prevent it from 
falling. Part of the original plaster 
layer will cling to the chip and part 
remains on the wall, exposing the lay- 
ers for study. Don't limit your tests 
to one area. The wall or ceiling may 
not be uniform — in fact, it’s likely 
to vary a great deal — and different 
panels may be different colors. When 
we investigated the reception room 
of the Tomek House we discovered 
the ceiling was an even, greyish sand- 
beige, one stretch of wall was dark- 
chocolate brown, another panel a var- 
iegated milk-chocolate brown, and a 
third area contained many shades 
ranging from dark purple and mauve 
to pink, salmon, orange and rust, or 
raw sienna. 

Keep Repairs Compatible. In hous- 


es where the walls were overcoated 


because repairs were needed, more 


repairs may be in order to fill cracks 
and holes or to fix bulging areas. The 
same construction methods used 
originally will work again. On the 
wood or wire lath, lay down a foun- 
dation scratch coat, scarifiying it with 
a nail or tool to improve the bond of 
the next coat. When the scratch coat 
is dry, mix the second, "brown" coat. 
Experimenting with mixed-in pig- 
ments (paints, stains, or whatever 
materials your research suggests) may 
help blend in repairs. Sponge the 


brown coat to obtain a rough texture. 


For small repairs, Durabond 9o (a 


The dining room wall, now clean of a later 
skim coat and decorative wallpaper, shows the 
shimmering effect produced by multicolored 


dyes and surface finishes. 


quick-setting joint compound) 
works. For large repairs performed 
by a plasterer application of the top 
coat is important. This should be 
floated on, then patted with sponge 
to obtain a nubby, coarse texture with 
no streaks or swirls. 

It it sometimes possible to 
paint over a repaired plaster surface 
in imitation of the original. Try a 
torn-apart natural sponge or a foam 
pad paintbrush (the kind covered 
with nylon bristles) in order to pen- 
etrate the valleys of the surface. If 
necessary, follow up with a large 
brush loaded with only a little paint 
for a dry-brush effect. However, not 
every Prairie wall has all the color 
mutations that enliven the surface; 
some are one plain color, evenly 
applied. Adding sand not only 
changes the texture of the wall but 
dulls the paint and catches light. 
You'll need several batches of paint 
to overlap and blend colors. 
Consider Removal. If the original 
wall is in good shape, you may pre- 
fer to remove paint or later coatings. 
This is far from easy, but for the 
purist the rewards include a surface 
that shimmers with color. At the 


Tomek House, 


paint removal products over the years 


we've tried many 


and rejected most because they soft- 
ened and removed too much of the 
plaster topcoat. Even though some 
surface is lost with any removal 
method, we decided the best tech- 
nique was to manually chip the paint 
off, slow and simple. 

The tools I use are basic: a sur- 
gical scalpel, a paring knife, a metal 
Exacto knife, and goggles or glasses 
for eye protection. My technique is to 
lay the knife flat on the surface and 
with the sharp point gently push 
against the paint. This sets up a ten- 


sion that causes the paint to break off 
in a chip. Poking at and under the 
paint is quicker, but often creates 
gouges down to the scratch coat level. 
These gouges appear as grey or white 
spots that clash with the original effect 
and have to be touched up later. 

I discovered that where the 
paint was latex it had developed 
cracks and was easier to remove in 
cold weather. It also helped to first 
scrape away paths, creating patterns 
that look like a geographic map, then 
drop the project for some time. Lat- 
er, the exposed edges of the "islands" 
seemed to lift easier. Alternating 
projects was also helpful (at times, 
scraping just one wall seemed an 
unending, Sisyphusian task). 

Other wall surfaces responded 
differently. On the breakfast area and 
main bedroom ceilings a wide-blade 
scraper and putty knife were quite 
successful. On the dining room wall, 
which was stripped of fancy bird- 
covered wallpaper and a plaster skim 
coat, we used a large wire brush to 
get out most of the white plaster 
flecks that gathered in the valleys 
(more pressing projects prevented us 
from carefully removing these "at 
knife point.” ) 

With these methods it takes 
about an hour to clear the area of a 
postcard. Besides time, it requires 
the skills of a dental hygenist, the 
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Original Prairie Plaster ceiling strips connect 


the living room with the dining room. 


patience of a good mother, a love of 
detail — and a bit of lunacy. How- 
ever, one of the delights is watching 
the colors slowly emerge as the orig- 
inal surface is uncovered. Now that 
the splendid persimmon, rusty- 
orange tones are in view, I tend to 
forget all the work and delight in the 
end result every day. Like raising a 
family, bringing up Prairie Plaster 
is worth the effort. b 
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Using Stencils and Mouldings to 
Divide and Conquer Early 20th Century Walls 


BY JOHN CROSBY FREEMAN 


URFACE FRAMES MADE WITH STENCILS OR WOOD MOULD- 
ings were а popular decorative device for walls dur- 
ing the early 2oth century. If your old house is some 
variety of Colonial ( Georgian, New England, South- 
ern, Dutch, Cape Cod ), or variety of Gothic (Tudor, 
Modern English, French Cottage), or Mediterranean 
influenced ( Spanish, Italian), or one of the Progres- 
sive types (Western Bungalow, Craftsman, Prairie 
School), it was — and still is — a candidate for this 
technique. Adding frames is an economical, practical, 
and handsome way to answer the old question "What 

shall we do with our walls?" 
The problem with interior walls is that they are often 
punctured by architectural necessities such as windows, doors, 


and recesses. These elements disintegrate the horizontal unity of 


the room by introducing vertical lines of uneven heights, widths, 
and locations, thereby creating odd-shaped wall areas around 
them. The solution is to organize those areas with frames made 
from stencils or wood mouldings. Frames are a simple and ele- 
gant way to integrate windows, doors, and recesses by creating 


walls that appear to embrace them. Writing in Interior И all Dec- 
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figure 1. 
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oration, a standard source for this method from 1920s on, F.N. 
Vanderwalker commented that, “Any room of suitable size 
may be panelled effectively, but those most commonly deco- 
rated in this manner are dining rooms, living rooms, halls, bed- 
rooms and libraries.” 


FRAMES AT WORK 


ONE EXAMPLE OF THE PROBLEMS FRAMING CAN SOLVE OCCURS 
at the side wall of a living room or dining room. Here a 
pair of French doors crowded on the wall pierce a dado and 
chair rail (figure 1). Adding frames fills the areas above 
the doors with horizontal rectangles A that resemble blind 
(windowless) transoms. By carrying the vertical energy of 
the doors upwards as apparent ceiling supports, they add 
a new dimension of structural logic to the doors. The 
blind transoms, in concert with the other frames, create 
an upper wall that seems to embrace the doors. 

A large and nearly-square frame B between the doors 
dominates the wall and appears to impose the order of its 
perfect shape on an assortment of horizontal and vertical 
rectangles. However, a subtler source of order are the 
frames C flanking the doors. It is their nar- 
row width that is the basic unit or "mod- 
ule" that is multiplied to determine the width 
of the other frames. The transoms shown 


here are actually five times as wide as this 


you have a room with a similar set of doors, 

find your module by dividing a door width 
yo g 

by various odd numbers (Vanderwalker 

advocates these over even-numbered multi- 

ples) until you find a measurement that 

handsomely fits the narrowest vertical area 


of your wall. 


module; the square seven times as wide. If 


Frames can also integrate a recessed window into 
the main wall of the living room. In this case, the solu- 
tion is to extend the height of the window A with art- 
( You 


might achieve the same effect in a bungalow, Craftsman, 


work framed and placed like a transom (figure 2). 


or Prairie School room by a back-lit, stained glass win- 
dow.) The width of the window is echoed on the walls 
with the large frames B and flanked by the module-wide 
frames С. This arrangement sets up a rhythm of 1-13-1 
that resonates with the 1-5-1 rhythm of the frames flank- 
ing the window. 

In a more conventional use of frames, single panels 
are fitted into the areas available between architectural 
features ( figure 3). They rise above the baseboard and run 
continuously to below the crown moulding or wall top 
where they are linked by horizontal frames above the win- 
dows, doors, and mantel. Use of two concentric frames 


creates the effect of a matted picture. A bolder use of 


frames (figure 4) literally embraces doors A, windows B. 
This method works for walls that can be evenly divided 
into areas that allow the door or window to appear cen- 
tered, or necessities that share the same width as the frame 
(as with a sideboard ). However, under no circumstances 


should one or more frames be intersected by doors, win- 


dows, or major furniture. 


Decorative. frames coordinate the door and windows in this formal 


Colonial Revival dining room from 1928. 


Framing is also practical for organizing interior walls 
into areas for wallpaper and lighting devices (figure 5). 
Using this method reduces the expense and bother of 
hanging wallpaper by framing it as artwork rather than 
covering the entire wall. As for lighting fixtures, the order 
of frames provides the regular rhythm and a logical, sym- 
metrical place to arrange wall sconces, especially if they 


appear to be adrift in an open w all. 
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figure 2. 
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Types of Mouldings 


MAKING FRAMES 


YOU MIGHT DISCOVER THE GHOST LINES OF ORIGINAL WALI 
frames under layers of wallpaper and paint. If these frames 
were made with wood mouldings, it is a simple matter to 
restore them using stock decorative mouldings of equal 
width (see box above). If your walls originally had mat- 
telike concentric frames, choose mouldings similar to a 
through d for the smaller, 
inner frame. These would 
be good candidates for 
gilding or multiple colors 
in sponged, wiped, or glaz- 
ing techniques. Mouldings 
e through j would be 
appropriate for single 
frames or the outer frame 


of a matted effect. If you 


plan to use a dark accent 


figure 3. 


with sharp outer edges such as numbers f and i. The plain 


color, choose mouldings 
rectangular batten j would be used in the aggressively sim- 


ple, unadorned walls of the Craftsman, Mission, Bunga- 
low, or Prairie School style. 
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If you have interiors in the Colonial or Mediter- 
ranean styles, you might give them some Baroque ele- 
gance and energy by making frames with decorative 
corners. Those with straight wood mouldings can be 
made with modest miter-box skills but curves require 
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careful measuring and cut- 
ting. Decorative corners are 
much easier to make with 
stencils (see box page 43). If 
the corner will be the chief 
decorative feature of the 
frame, the pattern of the 
stencil should be dense — 
the more nondescript the 
better. The easiest would be 
a no-stencil border such as b 
made with low-tack masking 
tape and a sponged or stip- 
pled effect in two colors. 


* 


All of the stencils shown . - 
figure 4. 


id leaf pattern) would be delineated on the wall by a back- 


( with the exception of the sol- 


ground color in addition to one or more colors in the pat- 
tern, A special corner is used for a, but the other corners 
would be simply mitered. The neo-classical designs of a 
through g, and j would make them appropriate for Colo- 
nial interiors. The ones to use for the inner frame of a 
matted effect are b, ¢, and j. The heraldic shield of k would 


suit a Gothic interior, and stencils i, and / to п, would 


Corner Ideas 
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suit Progressive interiors. 

One important note on color. White areas are a 
major shortcoming in many color schemes because they 
create a visual "hole" in the wall. Never put a framed-up 
color scheme on top of a white wall, and never put white 
in the matted area between two frames. Carrying this 
idea one step further, never use white-matted pictures, 


and avoid white lace curtains. 


FUNCTIONAL FRAMES 


IF YOUR EARLY 20TH CENTURY OLD HOUSE HAS FRAMED-UP 
walls, or bears the ghost images of their stencils or mould- 
ings, they probably appear on top of lath-and-plaster walls. 
Less likely — but also possible — is finding frames over the 
joints in early wallboard installations, using gypsum-and- 
paper sheets or even wood-fiber products such as Homosote 
and Beaverboard. Though wallboard is the most popular 
method for sheathing interior walls today, decades ago 
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these materials were often used for economy or light duty 


construction (in summer houses, for example). 

During this period, the wallboard industry strove to 
improve its image and the approach of at least one man- 
ufacturer was to offer room designs in Georgian, Colonial, 
and Adam styles employing stock wallboard sizes. Sim- 
ple frames made of stock wood mouldings were used for 
decorative purposes as well as to cover the joints between 
panels. Because joints were hidden, neither the painter 
nor the paperhanger had to be precise in finishing the 
edges between paint and paper. 

These benefits are as important for the decoration 
of late 2oth century neo-traditional homes as they were 
in the the early 2oth century styles they emulate. Using 
frames over joints means there is very little joint com- 
pound mess and sanding dust during construction, and 
if cracks appear later due to wall movement, few joints 
are visible. For anyone planning to build in a Colonial, 
Gothic, Mediterranean, or Progressive manner, once 
again this is a practical and beautiful way to divide and 


conquer walls. ^" 


Jobn Crosby Freeman is a color and design consultant based in Nor- 


ristown, Pennsylvania 215) $ 9-3010 
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Aristocast Original, Inc. 

по Cobb Parkway, Dept OH] 

Marietta, GA 30062 

(404) 427-5544 

FAX: (404) 427-3050 

Cast decorative panel mouldings, quadrant corners. 


Bendix Mouldings, Inc. 

37 Ramland Road South, Dept. OH] 
Orangeburg, NY 10962 

(800) 526-0240 


Decorative wood mouldings in тапу designs. 
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MAKING THE 


HONOR ROLL 


by Shirley Maxwell and James C. 


Dons YOUR HOUSE BELONG 
ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
Nn des ToO m ТС 


E 


Massey 


T'S A GREAT HOUSE, AS YOU AND ALL WHO KNOW IT AGREE, 


and it ought to be protected from the destructive forces 


of change forever. So why not put it on the National 


Register of Historic Places and ensure, once and for all, that 


future generations will get a chance to admire it too. Right? 


Well, maybe not. National 
Register listing, by itself, can’t guar- 
antee that your house will survive the 
centuries unscathed, but it is certainly 
an essential step in the right direction 
— and it’s one that more and more 
old-house owners are taking. 
Unfortunately, the owner (or 
admiring neighbor) of a distinguished 
old building often first thinks about 
listing it on the National Register 
when some threat to its longevity aris- 
es. But National Register listing is not 
the best weapon to grab in a fast-mov- 
ing, last-minute defense against 
“progress.” For one thing, it takes too 
long. For another, listing on the Reg- 
ister does not mean that a listed build- 


ing cannot be altered, added to, over- 
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whelmed by unmannerly neighbors, 
moved, or even demolished. In fact, 
it does not restrict in any way the rights 
of private owners to do what they 
choose with their own 
property. (And it def- 
initely doesn't. tell 
them what colors to 
paint the house!) In 
truth, National Regis- 
ter listing affects only 
activities that are fund- 
ed, licensed, owned, or managed by 
federal agencies — "federal under- 
takings." 

Does that mean National Reg- 
ister listing is a hollow honor? Not by 
a long shot. Although real protection 
can only come from local or state laws 
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and regulations (that’s what zoning 


laws and local historic preservation 
ordinances are for), listing at the 
national level does serve as a thresh- 
old to a broad range of local, state, and 
federal protections and rewards. These 
may include anything from prevent- 
ing encroachment by HUD-financed 
housing developments to qualifying 
for investment tax credits on com- 
mercial properties. In some states, it 
may even provide a property or income 
tax break for private homeowners (see 
Reading List). 


GETTING ON 
“THE REGISTER” 


WITH THAT CAVEAT, 
what's the best and 
quickest way to go 
about getting your 
property on the 
National Register? Actually, “best and 
quickest” may be an oxymoron. You 
should count on a minimum of three 
to six months from the research stage 
through acceptance by the National 
Register. A carefully documented 
“vitae” for the candidate property is 


the first requirement, and it has to be 
as good as you can make it because it 
will be thoroughly scrutinized by pro- 
fessional historians and architectural 
historians at both the state and feder- 
al levels. 

Before you get mired down in 
the nomination process, it would be 
wise to have a chat with your State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO 
or the НРО staff because this is the 
doorway through which all nomina- 
tions must pass. The SHPO files may 


contain some useful information on 


your property or its neighborhood. 


You may even discover that your house 
is already listed on the National Reg- 
ister, either individually or as a “соп- 
tributing” property within a historic 
district. (A contributing property is 
one that is compatible in age and/or 
appearance with the general character 


of the district and also retains its 


integrity — that is, it hasn't been sig- 
nificantly altered, damaged, or com- 
promised by changes to its immediate 
surroundings.) If your building qual- 
ifies for the National Register, it is 
almost certainly eligible for 
some sort of state landmark 
recognition as well. At any 
rate, the SHPO staff is the 
best source of guidance on 
how to go about submitting 
à nomination in your par- 
ticular state, since they will 
review the form before it 
goes to the National Park 
Service (NPS). They will 
help you make a realistic 
evaluation of your chances 
of getting your house on the Register, 
which could save a lot of time and 
effort if the chances look slim. 

Even if your house is already 


listed, there may be persuasive reasons 


Homes as diverse as this traditional 
Pennsylvania stone farm house (above) or 
this complex Queen Anne confection 
below), Villa Montezuma in € alifornia, 
are on the National Register 


for wanting to amend the existing 
nomination form. The art of pr 

ing National Register nominations has 
come a long way within the past two 


decades, Early nomination forms, par- 
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When wandering around the King И illiam 
Street Historic District in San Antonio, 
Texas, one of the most prominent houses 


is Villa Finale 


ticularly those prepared 
before 1979, tend to be 
sketchier and sometimes 
less thoroughly docu- 
mented than later ones. 
Very often more accurate 
information about the 
property has come to 
light with the passage of 
time, and there may be 
errors that need to be 
corrected in the original 
form. If so, it would be 
praiseworthy, to say the 
least, to update the nom- 
ination form with an 
amendment. 

Or, perhaps your house is on 
the Register as part of a historic dis- 
trict. District nomination forms typ- 
ically do not contain much informa- 
tion about individual properties 
beyond a brief description, a photo- 


graph, and a construction date usually 


The ¢.1860 Italianate-sty le Honolulu House 
in Marshall, Michigan, is said to recall 


the owner’s residency in Hawaii 


when he was a U.S. Consul 


only a close estimate). You may have 
reason to believe your property is 
important enough to warrant an indi- 
vidual listing. Although it has very 
little practical effect, an individual list- 


ing might make a difference in the suc- 


cess of fund raising and visitation 
efforts for a historic house museum, 
for instance, or in the property tax 


assessment or sales appeal ofa pri- 


vate home. 


IS YOUR HOUSE 

REGISTER-WORTHY? 
OVER SEVERAL DECADES, THE NATIONAL 
Park Service has hammered out a 
rationale for evaluating properties 
nominated to the National Register. 
[he National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, the cornerstone of his- 
toric preserva- 
tion policy in the 
{ Inited States 
much amended 
since its first 
passage), allows 
for the recogni- 
tion of proper- 
ties that are 
important on a 
local, State, or 
regional level, as 
well as those of national significance, 

Briefly, a property is eligible 
for the National Register must be 
significant in American history, 
architecture, archeology, engineer- 
ing, and culture for one of the fol- 
lowing reasons: 1) It is associated 
with events that have made a signif- 
icant contribution to the broad pat- 
It is associ- 


terns of our history; 2 


ated with the lives of persons 


significant in our past; 3) It embod- 
ies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of con- 
struction; 4) It represents the work 
of a master, possesses high artistic 
values, or represents a 
significant and distin- 
guishable entity whose 
components may lack 
individual distinction 
e.g., a historic district); 
5) It has yielded or may 
be likely to yield infor- 
mation important in 
prehistory or history. 
Ordinarily not eligible 
for inclusion in the 
Register are churches 
and religious proper- 
ties, cemeteries, build- 
ings or structures that 
have been moved from their origi- 
nal locations, birthplaces or graves 
of historical figures, reconstructed 
buildings, properties primarily com- 
memorative in nature, and proper- 
ties that have achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. Of course, 
there are exceptions to all these 
exclusions. Confused? National Reg- 
ister Bulletin 15: How to Apply the Nation- 
al Register Criteria for Evaluation 
explains how the National Park Ser- 
vice applies these criteria in evalu- 
ating properties for significance in 
local, state, and national history (see 
Reading List 

A property does not have to 
be nominated to the National Reg- 
ister by its owner (actually, it is the 
SHPO who nominates it, and any- 
one can prepare the nomination 
but it cannot be listed on the Reg- 
ister without the owner's consent. 
Sometimes, perhaps because the 
owner objects to its listing, a build- 
ing may be certified by the Nation- 
al Park Service as being eligible for 
listing. The same protections from 
federal undertakings apply foi 
buildings that are eligible for list- 


ing as for those that are formally 


———3Ài 


OLD-HOUSE 


JOURNAL 46 


listed. Beyond that, local and state 
laws and regulations remain the rul- 


ing factor. 


THE REGISTRATION PROCESS 


AT THIS POINT, YOU RE PROBABLY WON- 
dering if you can do your own nomi- 
nation, The answer is: maybe. Theo- 
retically, a literate and conscientious 
layman should be able to handle the 
preparation of a National Register 
nomination. However, like any DIY 
job, it really depends on how much 
time, energy, and interest you can bring 
to the task. You may not want to go 
the whole route alone anyway. Your 
SHPO can furnish a list of approved 
historic preservation consultants con- 
venient to and familiar with your geo- 
graphic area. The preparation is usu- 
ally complex, the instructions can be 
confusing, and the packaging of the 
nomination takes much more time 
than the four-page form might sug- 


gest. Because research is labor-inten- 


Recognizing the importance 
of the Old French Quarter, the 
Vieux Carre National Historic 

Landmaark District, which 
includes the Gallier House, was 

established in New Orleans. 


sive (that is, expensive) and 
also intrinsically enjoyable, 
you certainly should do as 
much of the preliminary data- 
gathering as your time, skills, 
and interest allow. 

The photography calls 
for a good camera (a perspec- 
tive-control “shift” lens and a 
solid tripod are also desirable 
in reasonably skilled hands, as 
well as a knack for straight- 
forward presentation of architectural 
features. Try to be realistic in assess- 
ing your abilities here. 

No matter who prepares the 
nomination form, they will have to fol- 


low the gospel according to NPS. The 


PRESERVATION ORGANIZATIONS 


Register “bible” is a 54-page booklet 
entitled National Register Bulletin 16, Guide- 
lines for Completing National Register of His- 


toric Places Forms (see Reading List). 
Please believe us when we tell you that 


reading this article is no substitute for 


> National Register of Historic Places: The nation's 
official “honor roll” of buildings, structures, sites, dis- 
tricts, and objects worthy of preservation because they are 
of historical, architectural, or archeological value at a 
national, state, or local level. Established under the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the Regis- 
ter is administered under the U. S. Department of Inte- 
rior, National Park Service. Nominations to the Nation- 
al Register are made through the appropriate State 
Historic Preservation Officer (sce below), 

> National Trust for Historic Preservation; А pri- 
vate historic preservation organization often confused 
with the National Register. Although it is chartered by 
Congress (like the Red Cross) and receives some feder- 
al funds, it is not a federal entity and is not connected 
with the Register. However, it does own a number of 
historic properties. 

> National Historic Landmark: If earning a place on 
the National Register is like making the dean’s list, a spot 
on the National Historic Landmarks list is graduating 
magna cum laude. NHL listing is reserved for properties 


that are strongly associated with persons or events of 
transcendent nationwide significance. Only one NHL 
per person or event is allowed. Designated by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, NHLs are automatically listed on 
the National Register, and their selection process begins 
with preparation of a National Register nomination. 

= State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO); 
Every state's governor is authorized to appoint a SHPO 
(pronounced, in casual usage, sh'poe or shippo). It is 
the SHPO staff, composed of professionally trained his- 
torians, architectural historians, architects, and archeol- 
ogists, who do the day-to-day work of reviewing, eval- 
uating, and advising on National Register nominations— 
among many other preservation-related tasks. The 
SHPO is typically found in the state’s Department of 
Historic Resources or Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment. If you have trouble locating your own SHPO, 
you can get their address from the National Conference 
of State Historic Preservation Officers (Hall of States, 
Suite 342, 444 N. Capitol St., N.W., Washington, DC 


20001; (202 ) 624-5465). 


47 JANUARY 


* FEBRUARY 


1994 


OLD-HOUSI 


studying that booklet and the other 
aids that the Park Service and your 
SHPO have prepared for your edifi- 


cation. 


INDIVIDUAL BUILDING 

VS. HISTORIC DISTRICT 
IHE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ENCOUR- 
ages nominating groups of buildings, 
either as historic districts or as mul- 
tiple or thematic resources (geo- 
graphically separated buildings, struc- 
tures, sites, etc., that share a thematic 
connection). Listing by district gets 
more buildings on the Register faster 
and more economically than nomi- 
nating them one by one. It also makes 
it more likely that the Register will 
include houses like the ones in which 
most old-house people live — the 
cherishable, but unremarkable, build- 
ings that take their importance from 
the fact that, as a group, they and their 
neighbors form a recognizable and 
distinguished whole. 


READING LIST 


While nominating a district is 
an excellent way to get more bang for 
your preservation buck, it is also much 
more complex than nominating a sin- 
gle building. The 
nomination must 
be based on an 
inventory of all 
buildings in the 
district, complied 
through a build- 
ing-by-building 
survey. And, yes, 
it has to include 
the modern, ugly, 
or otherwise awful 
— that IS tO say, 
"non-contributing" — buildings as 
well as the clearly “good” ones. Since 
each owner must eventually be con- 
tacted in order to have an opportuni- 
ty to participate in public hearings, it 
also requires a good bit of communi- 
ty cooperation. 


If you choose to submit a nom- 


For more information about the National Register nomination pro- 
cess, here’s some good National Parks Service publications to consult: 


» The National Register of Historic Places, a brochure about what the Nation- 


al Register does and doesn't do. 


> Using the UTM Grid System To Record Historic Sites by Wilford P. Cole, 
a booklet that explains how to do UTMs and what special equip- 


ment is needed . 


» National Register publications are available from your local SHPO 
or the National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service, 
U. S. Department of the Interior, P. O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 


20013-7127 


Two useful books on tracing house history are: 


» Houses and Homes: Exploring Their History, by Barbara J. Howe, et al. 
(Nashville, Tenn.: American Association for State and Local His- 


tory, 1987) 


» House Histories: A Guide to Tracing the Genealogy of Your Home, by Sally 
Light (Spencertown, N.Y.: Golden Hill Press, Inc., 1989). 


below) The H.C. Brooks House: 
A distinguished hilltop Greek Revival 
in Marshall, Michigan 


ination for your 
neighborhood, 
you will have to 
determine what 
it is that makes 
it a cohesive and 
significant dis- 
trict, and how 
much of it is 
closely enough 
related to be 
included. You 
should consult 
with your SHPO to set the physical 
boundaries of the district and to deter- 
mine the range of dates for the period 
of significance. There are usually nat- 
ural cut-offs for both, and they must be 
precisely defined, Physical boundaries 
must be described in writing and on a 
special USGS map with universal 
transverse mercator (UTM) coordi- 
nates (see Reading List). The physi- 
cal boundaries might be set by a major 
traffic artery, a park, a river, or similar 
features, for instance. A district by 
definition has to hang together some- 
how. You are not allowed to jump 
from building to building or block to 
block, excluding some things here and 
others there. However, you may legit- 
imately designate some structures or 
buildings as “non-contributing”, 
meaning that they don't conform to 
the characteristics that tie the district 
together. The period of significance 
generally has chronological "markers" 
that become apparent as you study the 


history of the area. 


DESCRIBING THE BUILDING 
AND DOING THE RESEARCH 
THE BACKBONE OF THE NOMINATION 
form is the description of the build- 
ing. Writing architectural descriptions 
is a fairly esoteric skill. Bulletin 16 gives 
some good clues as to how to go about 


it, but you will also need to consult an 
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architectural style guide and possibly 
an architectural dictionary to make 
sure you are properly identifying the 
style (or styles) and building parts. 
Your SHPO will most likely have 
printed guides to regional terms and 
architectural types found in your area. 
Use the approved vocabulary, and take 
an organized approach to the de 'scrip- 
tive process. 

If the physical description of the 
building gives us the skeleton of the 
National Register nomination, the his- 
torical research provides the flesh. 
Although you probably have already 


done some research on your house, be 


prepared to dig deeper for the kind of 


information you will need to get on 
the Register. When was it built and 
for whom, who designed it, who lived 
in it, what happened there, what did 
it all mean? The answers to these and 
other questions are likely to lie in a 
dozen or more places in the commu- 
nity and perhaps beyond it. 

Get to know your way around 
the local courthouse or other reposi- 
tory of deeds, wills, tax records, court 
we and records of marriages 
and deaths. Tax records may tell little 
or nothing about the house itself, since 
they are primarily concerned with land 
rather than structures. However, a sud- 


den spurt in the appraised value of one 


A National Historic Landmark, this c 1714 
mansion in Charlestown, South Carolina, 


features pavilions at all four corners 


property while those surrounding it 
remain stable may suggest that a build- 
ing has been constructed or enhanced. 

Original architects’ drawings 
and contemporary eyewitness accounts 
(including fire insurance policies), fire 
insurance atlases, and building permits 
are among the best records for dating 
and describing physical aspects of the 
property — if you 
can find them. 
Don't be surprised 
if much of the 
material you seek 
has been tossed 
out, lost, or 
destroyed by fire or 
water, but don't 
fail to search dili- 
gently for it either. 
More 
often, this kind of 


a nd more 


material is available only on microfilm 
or microfiche, so be prepared for eye- 
strain and neck pains. 

Other 


buried in the memories of long-time 


information may be 


residents of the neighborhood or the 
house itself, so talk to your neighbors, 
However, remember that oral history 
is a tricky tool. Even when intentions 
are impeccable, memories can be faulty 
and facts may inadvertently be altered, 
embroidered, or just plain forgotten. 
Always check information gathered 
this way against documents and phys- 
ical evidence if possible. 


Historical societies and the local 


== 


history section of the library partic- 
ularly newspaper clippings from the 
real estate and obituary sections) and 
books on local history, memoirs, and 
genealogies may yield some informa- 
tion. Look for old city directories, 
where residents are listed by address, 


and telephone books. Visual records 


If you are lucky, you 


are invaluable. 


An eary 18th-century mansion їп 
one of the several historic districts 
that cover much of Salem, Massachusetts 


may locate old photographs by talk- 
ing with residents, their families, and 
neighbors, or by researching newspa- 
per morgues, 

In order to establish who owned 
the house when, you'll need to do a 
chain of title for the property. (The 
title search done when you bought the 
house may not go back far enough for 
your purposes.) However, a genealo- 
gy is not a necessary or even desirable 
part of the nomination. 

The goal of your research is to 
establish the role that this house and 
its inhabitants played in the history of 
their community. Once you have the 
facts, the story should be told in the 
most accurate, understandable, and 
economical way possible consistent 
with good grammar and good taste. 
You'll be expected to provide foot- 
notes and a bibliography to back up 
your information , so be scrupulous 
about sticking to the facts (for two 
good resources, see Reading List). It's 


generally best to leave conjecture and 
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interpretation to your readers. Be pre- 
pared for nitpicking by your SHPO 
and the National Register. It's their 
job, and there is usually a good reason 


for it. 


HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 


IF YOU ARE DOING THE NOMINATION 
yourself, these are some of the COSIS 
you will need to budget for: 1) Film, 
processing, and at least two sets of 5” 
x7” or 8" x io" black-and-white prints 
from 35-mm or larger negatives, 
including (as a minimum) views of 


each side of the main house, the set- 


Ihe centerpiece of tbe Emily Kimbrough 


Historie District, this modest cottage 
in Muncie, Indiana, was the home of 


a prominent American writer. 


ting, interiors, significant details, and 
each outbuilding; 2) Copies of docu- 
ments and newspaper articles; 3 
Transportation; 4) Long-distance tele- 
phone calls and postage; 5) Books and 
offprints of articles relating to your 
property's history. You may also be 
asked by the SHPO to provide color 
slides and publicity views to present 
the nomination to a review board or to 
present the completed form on com- 
puter diskette as well as in hard copy. 
If you decide to hire a consultant, 
the cost will vary depending on how 
much of the research and, or photog- 
raphy you do yourself, 
whether you take on 
any of the packaging 
tasks (typing the final 
copy, for instance), and 
the going rate for his- 
toric preservation con- 
sultants in your area. 
I ry to get at least two, 
preferably three, esti- 
mates. If you are deal- 
ing with a historic dis- 
trict, you may want to 
using volunteers or 
graduate students 
supervised by a professional to survey, 
write property descriptions, and pho- 
tograph the individual buildings. The 


total outlay for preparing a nomination 
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explore the idea of 


Perhaps unique in the United States, 
this unusual house in Kansas City, Missouri, 
has strong Art Nouveau overtones, especially 


in the front door 


for an individual property will likely be 
several thousand dollars. The nomina- 
tion for a district would obviously cost 
considerably more, depending on the 
geographical area and the number of 
buildings. 

Once your house has been list- 
ed , consider donating a scenic or his- 
toric preservation easement to a non- 
profit historic preservation organ- 
ization. An easement is a portion of 
your property rights, basically the right 
to the facade of the house and its sur- 
roundings. It becomes a permanent 
part of the deed and guarantees that 
your house can't legally be changed 
except in the ways your easement spec- 
ifies. In return, you're eligible for a fed- 
eral income tax break on the difference 
between your property's value before 
and after the easement . 

Preparing a National Register 
nomination is by turns enlightening, 
exhilarating, exasperating — and unbe- 
lievably tedious. It is also a lesson in civic 
responsibility. You are compiling both 
a permanent, official document with 
potentially long-lasting legal ramifica- 
tions and a contribution to the recorded 
history of the United States. Your nom- 
ination form may never be amended or 
added to, or it may serve as the basis of 
a longer, deeper examination of some 
aspect of the life of your community at 
some particular point in its history — 
or a legal battle. If it is done well, it can 
be counted on to outlast your lifetime 
and perhaps the lifetime of your house, 
and to serve researchers for many gener- 
ations to come, in ways you might nev- 


er even imagine. E 


Shirley Maxwell and James C. Massey are the 
principals in a well-known preservation-con- 
sulting firm that manages National Register nom- 
inations: Massey- Maxwell Associates, PO Box 


263, Strasburg, VA 22657; (703) 465-4566. 
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AVIN 
Too Close Othe 


b y Michael Marchant 


HEN I FIRST SAW HER, MY HEART MELTED. SHE SAT Although the plants have 


by a country road nestled in a valley in matured and block most 


North Carolina's Blue Ridge Mountains. of the noise, the curving, 
А two lane road will alway $ be 
The romantic window architraves, porch 

uncomfortably close 
balustrade, and gable fretwork set off her 


simple beauty. A large pond and whispering stream ran through the property. Even the name of the 


township in which she resided — Flat Creek — was quaint. It was love at first sight. 

She was all alone, abandoned. I was free to come wander and wonder whenever I pleased. I was 
actively searching for a place to own. Many months passed, but not without her on my mind. Noth- 
ing else compared. Finally, I took the big leap and became a homeowner — or to be more accurate, І 


became married to an obsession. My only second thoughts were that she was too close to the road. 
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The people who built the house selected a nice spot 
far enough from the stream to be above potential floods 
and secure enough behind a hill for protection from north- 
ern winds and winter weather. I don't know when the paved 
road came to be, but it might have started as a one-lane dirt 
path. The owners of the house, dressed in their Victorian 
garb, probably spent their leisure time on the front porch 
and knew all who passed. However, when it came time to 
build the road, manuevering around the hill created a tight 
squeeze. Eventually, the bottom of the hill was shaved to 
make a wider passageway, and the road was graded higher 
than the house level. By now, the harsh blacktop and its 
proximity to the house undermined any images of horse- 
and-buggy days. I’m just thankful the road planners had 


enough respect to go around the house and not through it. 


Fighting Road Rattle and Hum 


WHEN TWO NEW SCHOOLS WERE BUILT IN THE AREA, MY FEARS 


of a busy road became reality. Caravans of passing elemen- 


P | 


b 
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tary school buses and cars of speeding teens shook an already 
unstable structure, There was nothing separating the house 
from the road except dust. During heavy rains, road 
drainage— a problem that had been overlooked by the road 
planners and neglected by the house's previous owners — 
ran towards the house, I was responsible for the building 
now and these were challenges to be overcome. 

It became apparent that the first thing to do was build 
a stone retaining wall with plants between the house and 
the road. This would make a small front vard even small- 
er, but it would create a barrier greenspace that compli- 
mented the house — and tune down the noise. I used North 
( arolina red clay in place of cement tn keeping with the 
way the house was built, so it was critical for the stone to 
be flat. (The clay lasts only as long as so many rains.) Every 
stone, wherever and whenever it could be found, was a trea- 
sure cherished as an interlocking piece to a jig-saw puzzle. 

For the landscape plantings, I chose hemlocks for 
their year-round screening ability and boxwoods trans- 
planted from other areas of the prop- 


erty where they were growing like 


weeds in all the wrong places. To 


assure privacy in the winter, I used only 
evergreens closest to the road. Vari- 
ous deciduous bushes and trees were 
placed on the inside to provide sea- 
sonal color, forsythia in spring, burn- 
ing bush in fall. To speed the growth 
of my natural privacy screen, I helped 
with a little tender-loving plant care 
— that is, 20 truck loads of mulch and 
lots of mowing and weeding. 

As the plants grow each spring, 
my only regret is that I hadn't been 
able to visualize the final outcome bet- 
ter. | OI example, the hemlocks and the 
boxwoods don't seem to blend well, 
so I should have used just one species. 
Also, the young trees look awkward 
next to an old house. In this sea of new 
plants, there are only a few older trees 
that dominate the landscape, but 
someday the younger ones will catch 
up. For now, the plantings are not as 
ugly as a modern privacy fence or some 
other mismatched border. In essence, 
I am hiding the house, but a few well- 
chosen spots are left open to provide 
glimpses to passing motorists. 


Now that the two-story pori b has been restored 


and the house freshly painted, І relax outside 
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New ly -planted hemlock and boxwood trees reduced the size of an already small front yard, but created an effective harrier 


From Barrier to Basement 
IN MY AMBITION, I WANTED TO SCREEN OFF THE ENTIRE LENGTH 
of the property, but I was confounded by a sloping stream 
bank. It was impossible to walk from one end of the prop- 
erty to the other (especially with a non-standing whecl- 


barrow) due to the lay of the land. I spent days and weeks 


leveling off areas, until finally I had walkways. To help close 
up the front yard even further, I created another road, a cir- 
cular driveway behind the house. Leveling the driveway by 
means of shov el power allowed me to leave a center strip 
of grass. I could have hired a contractor with a bulldozer, 
but I prefer to think of myself as environmentally sensitive. 
Or perhaps the truth is I never had the finances. 

The house was built on a foundation of flat stone, 
and over the years it had settled. Since there wasn't a base- 
ment or a crawlspace, the termite inspection for the loan 
application listed the house as "inaccessable." (When that 
happens, you are required by the bank to obtain a report 
from a structural engineer, who somehow has X-ray vision. 
Then, even if you get a clean bill of health, the bank still 
claims good reason to jack your interest rate up a few 
points.) I spent eight months using an industrial mop buck- 


et with wheels to haul red clay chiseled out of tunnels and 


After excavating the crawl space under the house, the surplus soil was 


used to make the property level on the up hill side 
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Ihe lazy stream running at the back of the property was part of the idyllic country setting that attracted the original owners to my house’s location 


By placing the driveway behind the house, the front yard was closed-off from the main road 


crawl spaces for access to the house skeleton. I used the tail- 
ings from the excavation as infill for the roadside greenspace, 
so the two projects worked well together. Although the job 
took a long time, it didn't cost a lot of money, « xcept for 


my chi- 


buy ing knee pads and fees for my own health 


ropr actor los es me. 


With Problems Comes Progress 


ONE OF THE SCHOOLS DECIDED TO BUILD A WASTE-WATER 
treatment plant а nice way of saying giant septic tank 100 
feet from my front door. The school had 3o acres of land, 


and this seemed to be the place to put it; there was easy 


dealing with a bureauct acy as your next -door neighbor. 


They dug up the road to lay pipe and, in a blink, destroyed 


access to the road. No words can describe the frustration of 


the natural landscape and the hum of the wildlife. It's noisy, 
it's ugly, and it stinks. The school agenicies pass blame to 
county agencies who pass blame to the state agencies. My 
property has been devalued by as much as $20,000 and it cost 
me $1,000 to have a legal realtor determine this. The lawyer's 
fees I've paid to fight the plant could have been well spent 
on restoring the house. It's been in the judicial system going 
on two years now. Jasmine is nice incense. 

Four years have passed and while I don't know if I 
have truly finished, I feel I've reached a pause. For every 
frustration, though, there has always been the satisfaction 
of completing small projects that slowly return the house 
to its former beauty. When it came time to refinance, the 
reward for all the foundation work was a clean bill of health 

for the house, not me). The house was no longer consid- 
ered to be inaccessable and could be properly treated for 
termites. Old pictures reveal growth in the young trees, so 
I don't worry anymore about collision insurance (also for 
the house, not the car). For me, moving the house was nev- 
er financially feasable, so her integt ity remains intact, Ove: 
ninety years later, she still stands strong and tall on her oi ig- 
inal location. The busy world moves around her, but she 
is settled. After everyone has rushed off to school and the 


E 


commotion subsides, I'll figure out what to do next, 


Previous residents told of plum trees that covered the entire le ngth 


now only three remain 


of the property 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAI 


Ph Mi M 


LOG HOUSES. . .and other 
18th & 19th century build- 
ing materials salvaged from 


old houses, grist mills, and 
barns: 
* hand hewn logs * 
e flooring • 
e windows e 
* doors * 
e hardware e 


Sylvan Brandt 


653 Main Street Lititz, PA 17543 
(717) 626-4520 
Fax: (717) 626-5867 


c 
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Authentic Englisli 
Gas Coal Fires 
THE ULTIMATE FIREPLACE EXPERIENCI 
I$ NOW AVAILABLE IN AMERICA! 


‘Perfect for giving Historic Homes the authenti 


за! fire look and heat 


* Burns energy efficient natural gas or propane 


easy instalation and use 
* Elegant cast iron grate craftsmanship 


iny different styles and sizes to fit any 


vey. Starting at 16" tapered 


( AM. ) 


LS 
РАТЕ FIDFQ 
GRATE FIRES 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURI 


Р.О. Box 351 * Athens, Georgia 30603 
(PH) 706/353-8281 (FAX) 706/353-8312 


WOOD MANTLES 


CAPITALS 


BRACKETS 


у) MEDALLIONS 
J MED 1 
// PLASTER CORNICES 


WOOD MOULDINGS 
COMPOSITION & WOOD FIBER ORNAMENTS 


Established 1893 312/847-6300 


DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION 
3610 S. MORGAN ST. * CHICAGO, IL 60609 


THE BEST BUYS IN SPIRAL STAIRS! 


METAL 


8'8 1/27) 


*F.O 8. Broomall, PA Other Diometers, floor-to-floor heights, and Welded Units available. Made in the U.S.A 


EASY-TO-ASSEMBLE-KITS (ме! Call or Write for Free Color Brochure: 


Kits in stock for immediate shipping or pick-up] Toll Free: 800-523-7427 Ext. 

NOW! SHOWROOM/WAREHOUSE LOCATIONS IN: Тһе Iron Shop, Depl HJ13, Bax 547, 400 Reed Ad., Broomall, РА 19008 
Broomall, PA (215) 544-7100 Specify: Ме Ok 2ана 
Ротопа, СА (909) 598-5766 Fins 

Sarasota, FL (813) 923-1479 - — 

Houston, TX (713) 789-0648 Address _ = — — 
Chicago, IL (708) 952-9010 rr — State lip 


Stamford, CT (203) 325-8466 MasterCard + Visa + Amex * Discover 


THE IRON SHO 


n Shop 1 


From the Leading Manufacturer 
of Spiral Stairs 
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More on Power Screws 


HILE YOU CAN DRIVE 
“power screws” by 
hand, their real 

advantage lies in 
using a motorized tool — essential 


when you have dozens or hundreds of 


screws to install. I still have vivid mem- 
oties of one project where I drove 46 
screws with a screw driver. The next 
morning my hand and wrist hurt so 
much I couldn't work, and they took 
three months to recover. 

Electric Drills — For years I drove 
screws with a Phillips bit chucked in 
a 3/8" variable speed reversible drill. 
(A single speed drill doesn't provide 
enough control and a reversing motor 
allows you to back a screw out.) This 
system works but requires a careful 
touch. You have to apply pressure and 
keep the drill in line with the screw to 
avoid twisting out of the socket as driv- 
ing becomes difficult, As the screw 
seats 1 let up on the pressure and 
reduce the speed. Even then, the bit 
may keep rotating in the head after the 
screw is stopped, mangling the cross 
slot. Using an ordinary drill this way 
tends to wear out the drive bits, but 
since bits were cheaper than a screw 
gun I didn't mind the expense. 

Screw Guns — A screw gun is sim- 
ilar to an electric drill except that the 
Jacobs chuck is replaced by à magnetic 
drive bit that incorporates two special 
mechanisms: a clutch and a release. A 
variable clutch has settings that will stop 
driving the screw when it reaches a spe- 
cific torque. In use, the electric motor 
keeps running (avoiding harmful stalls), 
but the clutch slips and the screw stops 
turning. Clutch control is most effec- 


by John Leeke 


tive with uniform, manufactured mate- 
rials such as particle board. A release 
employs a sleeve that surrounds the bit 
and head of the screw and meets the 
work surface as the screw is driven. 
Rotating the sleeve adjusts the release 
so that when the screw head reaches a 


certain depth, the bit is withdrawn. A 


Battery drills (top) are ideal for 


out-of-the-way driving. A screw gun's 
automatic tip (above) is designed 
for production driving. 


release is ideal for natural materials such 
as wood that vary in density. 

The clutch-and-release combination 
allows you to fine-tune the depth to 
which the screw is driven, particularly 
in soft materials (paper-covered dry- 
wall is a prime example) and where con- 
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ditions are constant from screw to 
screw. Their automatic operation frees 
you to concentrate on other matters 
such as the fit of the parts and "shoot- 
ing" screws faster to increase produc- 
tion. When conditions vary, however, 
it's best not to depend on the automat- 
ic settings. If you are, say, screwing del- 
icate second-hand un ceiling panels into 
a mix of old hard pine and new soft fur- 
ring strips, use a slow speed and keep 
an eye on the work. This would be dif- 
ficult with the release sleeve in place 
since it hides the bit and screw head. 
Cordless Driver /Drills — The 
new cordless drills have stonger, 12-volt 
motors and longer-lasting batteries and 
are very popular for power driving. Fea- 
tures such as multiple speeds, reversing 
motors, and adjustable torque settings 
mean the drill can be matched to dif- 
ferent screw or material needs for best 
use of battery power. While some mod- 
els are equipped with a clutch, most use 
a standard 3-jaw chuck to hold twist 


drills, drive bits, and other devices. Of 


course, not having to stretch an exten- 
sion cord makes it easy to move around. 
Accessories — There are a number 

of accessories that can be chucked into 
an ordinary power drill to add func- 
tions. "Drill-N-Drive" is a device com- 
bining a twist drill and countersink that 
slips over a drive bit already chucked in 
a drill. After boring a hole, you just slip 
off the device and then you are ready to 
drive the screw. "Insti-Bits" are hex- 
shanked chuck adapters that make pos- 
sible a quick change between drill and 
drive bit. Clutch adapters come in more 
than one make, and automatically 
[ Continued on p. 58] 


Photography by Jobn Leeke 


INTERIOR PAINTING 
Goldleafing * Glazing * Stencilling * Marbleing * Graining 


Graining * Trompe L'oeil * Murals * Conservation 


John Canning Ltd. specializes in ornamental painting in the 
tradition of the British craftsmen. The company excels in the 
techniques of the 18th century, Art Nouveau and Art Deco 
periods — with a special expertise in Victorian decoration, 
especially the Aesthetic Movement. 
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HARDWOOD 
REPRODUCTIONS 
Or BORDERS 
AND FuLL ROOM 
PATTERNED 
FLOORING 


4 


NAAN 


f | POOR NZ 


CIRCA 
1880-1920 


HISTORIC 
FLOORS 
OF OSHKOSH 


P.O. Box 572 
Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414)233-0075 
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COLL 


NA | AAAAAAAAA 


CALL OR WRITE FOR 
FREE LITERATURE 
OR SEND $25.00 
FOR FINISHED 
BORDER SAMPLE 


XXXXXXXXX IS 


NIG 
RARRARARA 


NI YS 


* ANTHONY 


WOOD PRODUCTS 


817/582-7225 D 
Ilustrated Catalog Available - $2.00 (фй 


MC 


BALDWIN 


Lexington Design 
mortise lock handieset 
with knob and oval plate 
trim inside - polished brass 
$210.00 prepaid in U.S.A. 
Miss. residents add 756 tax. 
Visa & Mastercard accepted 


Call toll-free 800-821-2750 
Ask for the Hardware 


HARDWARE CO 1и 


126 E. Amite St., PO Box 102, 
Jackson, MS 39205 


| Calcimine Ceiling 
Blues? 


Try Sterling's Olde Yankee Towne 
read y-mixed Calci-Coater 
Seals old calcimine surfaces 
Succeeds where most paints fail 
Time tested answer for older 
buildings 
Topcoat with oil or latex paints 
May be tinted with oil or 
universal colors 


For other old house restoration 
jobs, try: 
* 55 non-flammable paint remover 
* Old Time Linseed Oil Putty 
* Sterling Elastic Glazing 
Compound 
* Quik & Clear vinyl wood finish 
For a restoration products 
brochure, write to: 
ОН) Catalog 
SCL Corporation, Box J 
Malden, MA 02148 
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John Canning Company's recent 
restoration of decorative paint- 
ing in the 1812 Valentine- 
Wickman House Museum (one 
of the few examples of Neo 
Classical Decoration from tbis 


period) 


Photo: Karen Bussolini 


To discuss your project, 
contact John Canning: 


[ 8 : f 
Jonny CANNING 
е us е 


& Со. Lip 


Southington, CT 06489 
(203) 621-2188 
FAX (203) 621-2188 


Choose from over 100 styles of 
curtains and window treatments 
in warm colors, 
cheerful prints 
and a wide 
selection of 
fabrics and 
patterns 
... Many 
designs 
available 
only from 
Country 
Curtains. 
CALL TOLL FREE: 
1-800-876-6123 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


PLEASE SEND FREE CATALOG 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE ZIP 


Country Curtains, 


At The Red Lion Inn 
Dept. 1113, Stockbridge, MA 01262 
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release when the screw is seated to the 
correct depth. 

You'll need a screw gun (typically 
costing $150 - $300) if you will be driv- 
ing screws day after day, but these tools 
usually can't be altered to bore holes. A 
clutch-type drill ($100 - $200) is the 
best value for old-house work since it 
can be used as a drill and screw driver. 
If your job is small and budget is limit- 
ed, just a clutch adapter ($10 - $60) may 


be the most useful investment. 


MAJOR. 
DIAMETER 

MINOR, 
DAMETER, —}-+ 


Proper bole sizing 
(left) and plaster 
reattachment with 


plaster washers 


Working with Power 
Screws and Drills 

WHEN YOU HAVE SCORES OF SCREWS TO 
drive, you'll find small even small 
tricks increase performance: 

* Ona large drywall or plaster ceil- 
ing repair the dust created by over- 
head screwing can foul and abrade the 
gears, bearings, and brushes in your 
drill. To prevent permanent damage, 
clean your drill thoroughly after these 
jobs. Disassemble the parts and brush 
out the grit or send the whole tool to 
a service shop. 

• [f screws break as you drive, try 
lubricated screws. Manufacturers coat 
some screws with an anti-friction 
material that requires less driving pow- 
er and makes increased screw sizes pos- 


sible. Rubbing the threads on a piece 
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of soap or beeswax before insertion 
helps uncoated screws drive easier. If 
this isn’t enough, increase the size of 
the pilot hole, or try a stronger screw. 

* Recovering from a mis-driven, bro- 
ken, or bent screw is more difficult than 
with nails or ordinary wood screws. 
Grind off mangled heads by using a 
small pointed grindstone chucked in 
your drill. If a screw point penetrates 
a finish surface and you can't remove 
the screw, just grind off the point. 

* When fastening with 
power screws, make sure 
to bore a shank hole 
the same diameter (or 
slightly larger) than the 
major diameter of the 
screw threads. This way, 
the screw passes freely 
through the item being 
fastened and is drawn 
tightly to the base mate- 
rial. If a pilot hole is 
needed, make sure it is 
the same size (or slightly 
larger) than the minor 
diameter of the threads. 

* In some projects power screws can 
substitute for the clamps necessary for 
gluing. To clamp two pieces of wood 
with screws, first align the parts and fas- 
ten with screws. Next, back out the 
screws and apply glue. Then, tighten 
the screws and let the glue set. When 
the glue is dry, leave the screws in place 
or remove them and fill the holes. 

* Power screws can be used to make 
adjustable furring for uneven wall studs 
and ceiling joists. Drill shank holes 
through the furring strips where they 
pass each stud or joist and drive in the 
screws, leaving them loose enough to 
allow a space. Next slip two mating 
sawn wood shingles aside each screw 
shank. Then adjust the shingles and 
screws until the furring strips are exact- 
ly true, tightening and loosening the 


(above). 
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Leichtung Workshops 
4944 Commerce Parkway, 
Dept. OH] | 
Cleaveland, ОН 44128 
(800) 321-6840 

Clutch 1 


Porter-Cable Power Tools 
4825 Highway 45 North 
P.O. Box 2468, Dept. OHJ 
Jackson, TN 38302-2468 
(901) 668-8600 

Drywall drivers, power 
screwdrivers, cordless drills; 

call for nearest distributor. 


Ryobi American Corp. 
5201 Pearman Dairy Road, 
Suite 1, Dept. OHJ 
Anderson, SC 29625-8950 
(800) 323-4615 

Screw guns, cordless driver /drills; 
call for nearest distributor. 


The Woodworkers’ Store 
21801 Industrial Blvd., 
Dept. ОН) 

Rogers, MN 55374-9514 
(612) 428-3200 
Drill-N-Drive, Insti-Bits. 


screws as many times as you like to fine- 
tune the final position of the strips. 
* Use common drywall screws to 
gently draw loose plaster against the 
lath with plaster washers or injected 
adhesive bonding (see “Saving Irre- 
placeable Plaster,” Nov-Dec ‘87 OHJ). 
Last, one of the neatest things about 
power screws is that they're about as 
easy to take out as put in. This is valu- 
able in old-house work, for example, 
to cover openings while you're restor- 
ing those windows and doors. 


Illustration by Robert J. Leanna 


SQUARE 
DRIVE 


* Reviewed in Dec. 92 OHJ 

* Square Recess Reduces 
"Cam-Out" 

* Heat Treated for Strength 

* Deep Thread for Exceptional 
Holding Power 

* Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Special: 1200 screws, 100 each 

of 12 popular sizes from #6 x 1/2 

to #10 x 3, 3 driver bits 

magnetic bit holder, and 4 in 1 

screw driver. $1200-fsl-a .. $49.95 


UPS Ground Service 
Delivery Charges 
01 1 $70.0 $3 75, 
In CEN 2 
ver 36U.UU $8 JÛ 
Lower 48 States Only 
Others by Quotation 


McFEELY'S Фил 
Lynehburg, VA 24505 (804) 847-7136 


—f-h-h-h-^-h-n-a — 


| CUSTOM 
WOOD TURNINGS 


* Balusters for staircases, decks, 
porches and fences 
* Newel posts 
* Porch posts to 12' 
* Column bases 
* Fluting 
* Spiral rope twist 
* Finials 
* Furniture parts 
— Bed posts 
— Lamps 
— Spoon foot legs 
No minimum order 
Shipment coordination | 
Reasonable Cross Country Rates 
For a free estimate call: 


203-767-3236 


| Catalog $2.50 

| 156 Main Street 

| P.O. Box 338 

| Ivoryton, CT 06442 


| Fax: 203-767-3238 


We have the 
house plans 

р 
you ve been 
looking for ! 
Our beautiful portfolios unite yesterday's exteriors with today's floor 
plans. Each one contains 48 authentic designs. Working blueprints are 
designed for energy efficiency and economical construction. Order today! 
VICTORIAN and FARMHOUSES COLONIAL HERITAGE features 
contains 48 authentic designs. Georgian and Federal designs. 
LOUISIANA COLLECTION has CLASSIC COTTAGES contains a 
raised cottages and plantation homes. variety of designs under 2000 sq. ft. 


Each portfolio $16.00 Any 2 portfolios $28.00 
Any 3 portfolios $40.00 Апу 4 portfolios $48.00 


JA ( His /oucat QS fications, Sne. 


P.O. Box 13529, Dept. OH13 1-800-426-5628 
Jackson, MS 39236 In MS 981-8743 


| Elegance You Can Afford 


FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY 


DIRECT FROM KING'S, 
THE DESIGNERS AND MAKERS. 
$3% for 100 pg. illustrated catalog (1st class 
| mail) of our ALL-crystal chandeliers; our genuine 
SWAROVSKY STRASS; our handsome, hand- 
polished brass and crystal wired Victorian gas 
reproductions. Satisfaction guaranteed 


KING'S CHANDELIER COMPANY 


PO Box 667 Dept OHJ-193 Eden NC 27288 


DON'T PAINT YOUR 
„AMATO 


Affordable Ace Radiator Enclosures... 


eo 


"ну of ste w baked ename! f 
©1 


ilis & ceilings clea 


© é t he M ^ 0 wie’ T 
FREE Estimate: KALLID) 
d 0 FREE Heat Efficiency Catalog Mita or Pf 


Manufacturing Co., Inc 1-800-543-7040 Toll-Free 
3564 Blue Rock Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45247 1-513-385-0555 in Ohio (Collect) 
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Mold Your Image 


EW FROM THE CHEMISTS AT ABATRON 
INS Mastermold 12-3, à two-part 
polyurethane system for making fine- 
ly detailed molds. Restoration uses for 


furniture, sculpture, architectural 
mouldings, and decorative parts such 
as cornices, capitals, and medallions. 
It is simple to use and contains no free 
isocyanate (attributed to chronic res- 


The flexible Mastermold 12-3 can reproduce 
highly-detailed forms 


piratory diseases . After mixing, the 


material has a pot life of 1-1.5 hours 


and hardens in 6-8 hours. Finished 


molds have a high tear strength that 


permits easy release from Intricate and 


undercut shapes, and can be reused 


many times. Abatron also offers a vast 


line of compounds and coatings, such 


as wood consolidants, porcelain refin- 


ishing materials, and patching and 


resurfacing compounds for structural 


and decorative restoration. Master- 


mold 12-3 costs $37.80 for 2 quarts, $96 
for 2 gallons, and $426 for 10 gallons. 
For information, contact Abatron, Inc., 
33 Center Dr., Dept. OH], Gilberts, 
IL 60136; (708) 426-2200. 


Mastermold include reproduction of 


RESTORATION PRODUCTS 


Surfaces That Work 


by Lynn Elliott 


Mastering Plaster 

HE MASTER OF PLASTER FINISHING 
Ak system is a ready-mixed, two-coat 
product designed for resurfacing, 
restoring, and patching existing plaster 
surfaces. It produces a hard-polished 
surface that can also be used to skim 
coat drywall, rock lath, and plywood. 
Unlike traditional plaster, the system 
is very forgiving. For example, trowel 
marks can be reworked simply by 
rewetting and smoothing until 
the desired effect is achieved. 
A mirrorlike plaster finish is 
produced by applying an extra 
finish coat. In addition, Mas- 
ter of Plaster will create spat- 
terdash and travertine textures 
as well as sgraffito and 
impressed plaster effects. Three 
containers of basecoat and one 
container of finish coat cost 
$135 plus shipping and are enough to 
cover 645 sq. ft. For more information, 
contact Master of Plaster, Finishing 
Systems, Inc. P.O. Box 304, 
Dept. OHJ, Essex, NY 
12936; (800) 352-5915. 


Covering 
Calcimine 


NYONE WHO HAS EVER 

faced a ceiling of 
hard-to-coat са[сітіпе 
paint will appreciate 
Sterling's Old Yankee 
Towne  Calci-Coater. 
Formulated to effectively 
cover calcimine, whitewash, and oth- 
er old-time water paints, the Calci- 
Coater is an oil-based paint that 


doesn’t need to be thinned or mixed. It 


V KEE ө 
TOWNE 


The Master of Plaster two-coat system is 


designed fo skim over old plaster 
é 


can also be used over materials such 
as plaster, drywall, composition wall- 
boards, and non-bleeding wallpaper. 
Although it only comes in a true white 
color, it can be tinted with oil or uni- 
versal colors. A variety of wallpaper 
removers, glazing compounds, and 
paint strippers are also 

offered from Sterling. 
Available in one-gallon 
and five-gallon cans, 
the Calci-Coater costs 
$20 and $до respec- 
tively. For a list of dis- 
tributors, contact Ster- 
ling-Clark-Lurton 
Corp., P.O. Box J, Dept. 
OHJ, 184 Commercial 
St., Malden, MA 02148; 


(617) 


3122-0163. 


An answer to tbe calcimine conundrum: 
Sterling's Redi-Mix Calci- Coater is espe- 


cially formulated to cover old-time finishes 
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Antique Bathtubs 
and Pedestal Basins 


Authentic, turn-of-the-century bath- 
tubs and pedestal basins. 


Brass, copper or chrome plated feet 
and accesories available. 


Classic bathroom fixtures custom 
finished in colors of your choice. 


Shipments made any where in U.S. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 


DuraGlaze 


2825 Bransford Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 37204 
615-298-1787 


ANTIQUE 
REPRODUCTION 
SHOWERHEAD 


12-Inch Diameter 


The most luxurious and soothing shower 
imaginable will be yours with this decora- 
tive 12-inch diameter Country French-style 
showerhead. A unique, self-contained 
reservoir neutralizes outlet water pres- 
sure and lets water fall rain-gentle through 
more than 450 openings in a pattern large 
enough to cover your entire body. The 
sensation can only be described as "in- 
credible". Available in either polished brass 
or chrome reservoir with stainless faces 
Installs to standard 1/2" piping quickly and 
easily with J.B. Adapter. 


99 „= 

"E | =: 

JB Products, Inc., 500 N. Oakwood Rd., 
Lake Zurich, IL 60047 (708) 438-9100. 


JB Products is a division of Arrow Pneumatics, Inc. 


Manual 
Dumbwaiters 


COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL 


FEATURE-PACKED DESIGN 


AN APPLICATION FOR EVERYONE 
* RESIDENTIAL 
Use the SILENT SERVANT to 
Carry laundry, firewood 
groceries, prepared food, ek 


Fully Automatic Brake 
Engineered A 
n Mot 


SILENT SERVANT " 


1 у с 
DUMBWAITERS e saving Installation Г * COMMERICAL 
Restaurants, schools, banks 
olfice buildings. warehouses 


165 Cascade Court, Dept. OHJ 
| | MILLER 
М f MANUFACTURING, INC. 


CALL FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU 
800-232-2177 


Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
FAX (707) 584-0850 


DE €x NERS 


of fine homes /frestaurants, hotels, historical sites, 
theme parks, & movie sets specify HARDWARE +Plus: 


oq pur 
OY و‎ 


Problem-solving nostalgic products 


ADA * IAPMO * UBC « UPC 


* PERIOD HARDWARE 
* PLUMBING FITTINGS 
* ACCESSORIES 
* LIGHTING FIXTURES 
* BAR & SrAIR RAILINGS 
e WALL COVERINGS ^ 
* MILLWORK 

* METAL e ` " 
* Woop Trims & MOULDINGS 

* CUSTOM MANTELS & BAR BACKS 


A FREE 
C LITERATURE 
AVAILABLE 

ON REQUEST. 
COMPLETE 

ARCHITECTURAL‏ ر 
PRODUCTS BINDER $15.‏ - 


ALUMINUM PRODUCTS 
Custom Fabrication 
CORNICES 
LOUVERS 
CUPOLAS 
COLUMNS 
BALUSTRADES 
SHUTTERS 
URNS & BALLS 

Baked on finishes available 


лаш RADIATOR 
STELIENCLOSURES 


FOR HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES, INSTITUTIONS 


call or write 


AMPBELLSVILLE 
NDUSTRIES, INC. 


BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE * EASY TO ASSEMBLE 
MANY STYLES & COLORS * BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 
Send '1.00 for Brochures. Refundable with Order. 


MONARCH ». 
2744 ARKANSAS DRIVE, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11234 
(201) 796-4117 


P.O. Box 278, Dept. OHJ 
Campbellsville, KY 42718 
502-465-8135 
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RESTORATION PRODUCTS 


Repeating The Past 

F YOU'RE SEARCHING FOR PERIOD 
| ri that are a cut above, take а 
look at the Stencil Library collection 
from The Stencil Collector. Among 
the hundreds of classical and modern 
designs offered, the "Cover Stories" 
patterns are of particular interest to 
those considering a large job. These 
repeating, multiple-image stencils con- 
sist of 4" main motifs that alternate 
with smaller counter patterns. They 
make decorating an entire wall or intri- 
cate border a snap because much of 


р 
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A variety of tbe Sten- 
cil Collector's designs 
were used to decorate 


this flooreloth and 


screen. 


the time-consum- 
ing measuring is 
eliminated. The 
stencils are avail- 
able in both cut 
and uncut forms, and are made from 
flexible polyester. Prices range from 
$14 for uncut versions to $9o for cut 
ones. For more information, contact 
The Stencil Collector, 1723 Tilghman 
St., Dept. ОН], Allentown, PA 18104; 


(800) 532-2291. 
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Dressed-Up Walls 


© 


A Principal of Decoration 


VER ADMIRE THE DECORATIVE 
Менйн іп a newly-refurbished 
state capitol? Chances are you've been 
impressed by the restora- 
tion work of John Can- 
ning & Company. Spe- 
cializing in ornamental 
painting and church dec- 
oration, the firm has 
restored, replicated, and 
preserved original wall and 
ceiling embellishments at 
such landmarks as the 
Michigan House of Rep- 
resentatives and Yale Uni- 
versity's Battell Chapel, 
but they also do residential interiors. 
Well-versed in historic decorative 

styles, they can reproduce or create 
unique ornamental designs in 
trompe l'oeil, woodgraining, 
marbling, and similar tradi- 
tional techniques. Other ser- 
vices include field research, 
paint analysis, and consulta- 
tion and assessment. John 
Canning & Co., Ltd, P.O. Box 
822, Dept. ОН], Southington, 
CT 06489; (203) 621-2188. 


Perennial Patterns 
T'S HERE! THIBAUT'S LATEST 
leno of reproduction 
wallcoverings and fabrics — His- 
toric Homes IV — has just come out. 
Featuring 71 wallcovering styles, 2 


A pastoral setting: Rockwood Toile 
adorns the walls, drapery, and chair, 
and is complimented by Kinderhook Stripe 


on the wainscot. 
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This ceiling detail in the Michigan State 
Capitol shows the range of decorative painting 
techniques mastered by John Canning & Co. 


borders, and 28 fabrics, 
the collection's designs 
were meticulously copied 
from original examples 
taken from old houses 
across the country, such 
as the Gallier House in 
New Orleans. A diverse 
range of historically- 
appropriate styles, from 
Japanesque patterns and 
chintzes to Patrician 
stripes and Art Nouveau 
motifs, is covered. Each design group 
authentically represents the colorways 
of the original document, but updated 
color combinations are also offered. 
Prices range from $20.99 to $29.99 for 
wallcoverings and from $39.99 to 
$44.99 for fabrics. Richard E. Thibaut, 
Inc., 706 South 2ist St., Dept. OH], 
Irvington, NJ 07111; (201) 399-7888. 


(309) 323-4757 Fax. (319) 329-144) 


PEUX a, que А, 
| " i аа 
REPLACE | —— | d em Supaflu Makes 
ROTTED SASH л — ——= å 
Any style, any size. ooo m mail Old Chimneys Better 
Wood storms and —À — M Than New Chimn 
screens, too. Costs [ س ٽڪ‎ an New ey » 
less than you think. =o e ane 
Fast turnaround. Insulated glass тәң 
available. Send $2 for literature. — 
Wood Products — A 
is now : s © 
— m 
жел 
Pel 
pare 


Because Supaflu retains the origi- 
nal charm and craftsmanship built 
into so many older chimneys while 
providing a new margin of safety, 
performance and durability older 
chimneys never knew, Supaflu 
gives new life to some of our most 
historic chimneys. That's why when 
home restoration experts run into 
chimney problems, their solution 


With our authentic 
pegged mortise & tenon joints, you're 
guaranteed a shutter 5 cornerstone of integrity. 
Specify authenticity; specify Kestrel. 
KESTREL MANUFACTURING 


[Dept. OH]I, St. Peters, PA 19470-0012 
(215) 286-5341 fax (215) 286-5466 


1051 S. Rolff St. 
Davenport, IA 52802 
319/323-4757 
FAX 319/323-1483 


THE BARCLAY 


SPIRAL STAIRCASE 


+ Intricate Victorian design 

* Modular components in 
a 5-ft. diameter 

+ Rugged cast-iron 
construction 

* Available with brass or 
steel handrail 

+ Send $3.00 for complete 
renovation catalogue 


Push Button 
Light Switches 


DIMMER & SINGLE & 3-WAY 


SOLID BRASS 


is Supaflu. Whether your chimney 
is historic, or just very, very used, 
Supaflu can make it like new. 
Your Supaflu dealer is in the 
Yellow pages. 
National Supaflu Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 89, Walton Industrial Park 


Walton, NY 13856 
1-800-788-7636 


322 Geary Ave 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M6H 2C7 
(416) 530-4200 

Fax (416) 530-4666 


‘100 YEARS BEHIND THE TIMES" 


COVERS 
* DECORATIVE 


* PLAIN 


* CHROME 


* BROWN 


É* Learn “How To” 
Plaster by doo 


“Plastering the 
Professional Way" 


Segments include 
use of tools,how to 
mix plaster, applica- 
tion of plaster, smooth and textured 
finishes, & much more information. 


To order send $29.95 includes S & H to: 
г. Cedar Creek Productions £ 


EN Intervale, NH 03480758 oe 


* IVORY 


* OAK 


For Color Brochure Send $1.50 to: 
Classic Accents 
P.O. Box 1181. Dept. OH 
Southgate, MI 48195 
(313) 282-5525 


FACTORY DIRECT SHIPMENTS 


„АТ DISCOUNT PRICES! 
Carved, Solid 


пу Wood Frames, 
Over 260 Fabrics, italian Carrara Marble Table Tops 


Send $2.00 for catalog to: 


1834 West 5 а Экей Dept. ОН) Боти, AL 36106 
all Toll Free: 1-800-288-1513 
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n ail-order plans have a long history in shaping the resi- 


dential architecture of the country. Of the thousands of house plans available today, few exhibit good design and a grasp of 
historical proportion and detail. So, in response to requests from OH] readers, the editors have "done the homework": 
We've hand-picked plans. In each issue, we offer the most attractive, authentic, and buildable of the historical designs, from 
all periods of American architectural history. Let us know what plans you're looking for. 

You can order actual blueprints for all the houses featured, Plans conform to national building-code standards — 
however, modifications are usually necessary for your site and local requirements, so you'll probably need the assistance of 


a professional designer (your builder may qualify) or an architect. 


For the houses shown in 
this issue, blueprints include: 
* Foundation plan for base- 
ment or crawl space. (Crawl 
space plans can easily be 


adapted for full basements by 


your builder.) 

* Detailed floor plans show- 
ing all dimensions for fram- 
ing, plus detailed layout and 
location of electrical and 
plumbing components. 

* [nterior elevations are 
included in some plans, 
showing interior views of 
kitchen, bath, fireplace, built- 


ins, and cabinet designs. 


* Window and door schedule. 


OHJ HOUSE PLAN SERVICE 


Please send the following: 
PLAN NAME 


* Building cross sections: cor- 
nice, fireplace, and cabinet 
sections when needed to help 
your builder understand 
major interior details. 

* Framing diagrams that 
show layouts of framing 
pieces and their locations for 
roof, first and second floors. 
* Energy-saving specs, 
including vapor barriers, 
insulated sheathing, caulking 
and foam-sealant arcas, batt 
insulation, and attic exhaust 
ventilators. 


Why order multiple sets? 
y P 
If you're serious about 


building, you'll need a set 
each for the general contrac- 
tor, mortgage lender, elec- 
trician, plumber, 
heating/ ventilating contrac- 
tor, building permit depart- 
ment, other township use or 
interior designet, and one 
for yourself. Ordering the 
8-set plan saves money and 
additional shipping charges. 
Other notes: (1) Plans are 
copyrighted, and they are 
printed for you when you 
order. Therefore, they are not 
refundable. If you order 
additional sets of the same 
plan within 3o days of your 


2 Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930 


original order, you can pur- 
chase them for $15 each. (2) 
Mirror-reverse plans are use- 
ful when the house would fit 
the site better "flopped." For 
this you need one set of mir- 
ror-reverse plans for the con- 
tractor; but because the 
reverse plans have backwards 
lettering and dimensions, all 
other sets should be ordered 
right-reading. (3) Heating 
and air-conditioning layouts 
are not included. You need a 
local mechanical contractor 
to size and locate the proper 
unit for your specific condi- 
tions of climate and site. 
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#5 (J PLEASE INCLUDE I ADDITIONAL SET OF MIRROR REVERSE @ $25 

ADD POSTAGE & HANDLING 
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CITY 

STATE 

Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. 


J CHECK ENCLOSED 
CARD # 

SIGNATURE OF CARDHOLDER 
DAYTIME PHONE # 


CHARGE TO: 
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PRICES GOOD THROUGH JANUARY 1994 


Arts & Crafts Tiles Ш Gothic Revival Tiles 


California Arts & Crafts Tile 
Hispano-Moresque Style 


Designs In Tile 


Box 358 € Dept J € Mt Shasta € CA € 96067 
5 916/926-2629 Color Brochure $3. 3 


к Neo-Grec Tiles E Murals ® Art Deco Tiles [B] 


Nouveau Tiles Ш Persian Revival Tiles 
ILL HOJ Ш SINL 238704 ш SOL VERON IA E 


T 


AM: 


CUSTOM SHUTTERS 
INTERIOR * EXTERIOR 


Manufactured to your specific requirements 
from the finest premium woods available 


c American Heritage 
" Shutters, Inc. 


2345 Dunn Ave., Memphis, TN 38114 
901/743-2800 * 800/541-1186 * FAX 901/744-8356 


Send $4.00 
for a 
full- color 


brochure 


Finest Custom Circular Staircases 
STAIR SPECIALIST 
2257 W. Columbia Ave. , Battle Creek, MI 49017 
Mr. Goff (616) 964 2351 Ted Goff (616) 964 3450 


ARCHITECTURAL 
ANTIQUES 


Bring Back The 1890s 
In The 1990s 


Large Inventory 
of Victorian 
Stained Glass 


Marble с Wood 
Fireplaces 


Urban Bronze 
Artifac ts 


Fine Marble 
Garden Urns & 
Fountains 


TIN CEILINGS 


ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
VICTORIAN-ART DECO 
Send $1.00 for Catalog to 
CHELSEA DECORATIVE METAL CO. 


9603 Moonlight Dr., Dept. 093 
Houston, Texas 77096 


Questions: 713-721-9200 


2’ X 4’ Sheets For Easy Handling 
Shipped Anywhere 


Ornamental Iron 


FRITZ V. STERBAK 
INVESTMENT ANTIQUES 
123 Market St. 

Havre de Grace, MD 21078 
410-939-1312 


Bird Problems? 
You Know who to call! 


We Don't Hurt them, Just make them Leave 
It's Bye, Bye Birdie! Guaranteed! 


Spang soles Soot Wee Feme “Ge, $, Y, Ф, 
| |] We Pra. o, e ВӘ 
— | M da. Bs S 
М Post & Wire System ~ On, СУ S, 
Diagram oí the Network 5 % Ом "os 
Stainless Swel Post W Q 4$ 


* Approved by G.S.A. 


COUNTRY 
DESIGNS 
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Graceful Gothic Revival 


ROM THE DECORATIVE GABLE VERGEBOARDS TO THE DRIP-MOULD Plan: BL.ouVI 
window crowns, this classic, centered-gable Gothic Revival ; 
house shares much with the romantic "cottages" popular- Costs: $200; $280 (set of 5); $325 (set of 8) 
ized by A. J. Davis in the 1850s. On the exterior, a wealth of details, | Square Footage: 2,652' (total), 1,412" (first floor), 
such as the full-length front porch with flattened arches and the 1,240! (second floor) 
lancet window with a quatrefoil, create a rich ornamental facade. Ceiling Height: ro' (first floor), 9' ( second floor) 
Inside, the easy flow of the floor plan is well-designed for family Overall Dimensions: 
life. Note the sitting room and private bath in the spacious mas- Width: 49' 
ter bedroom. 
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HOMESAVER" 
CHIMNEY LINERS 


FOR RESTORING GREAT OLD CHIMNEYS ON GREAT OLD HOMES 


Lifetime warranty. UL-Listed. Call or write for a FREE brochure and the 
name of an installer/dealer in your area. 1-800-437-6685, ext. 500; 9:00 A.M. 


to 5:00 P.M. Central Time, Monday through Friday. 
HomeSaver Chimney Liners, P.O. Box 664, Fairfield, IA 52556 


Control moisture vapor, damp 
rot, corrosion, and excessive 
heat with Midget Louvers 

in regular and L.D. models 
available in aluminum, anodized 
or chrome plated. Sizes 1" to 6” 
and 14" Thimble type. Weather 
and insect resistant . . . ideal 
for wood, metal, and concrete 
applications. Universally used by 
industry, builders, laboratories 


MIDGET LOUVER 
COMPANY 


(203) 866-2342 
800 MAIN AVENUE 
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06851 


AUTHENTIC 
VICTORIAN 
SCREEN-STORM 
DOORS 


Couchstone Woodworks 
Dept. OHJ PO Box 112 


Ravenna, OH 44266 
(216) 297-1313 


iew our elegant collection 


UUUUUJUUUUUUUSUUUUJUUUUJUUUUUX 
Buy the original, not an imitation 


TIN CEILINGS & WALLS 


* 26 patterns available 2' x 8' and 2 x 4 

* Brass and copper- plated. pre-painted 
patterns available in 2' x 4' sue 

* Lay-in panels in 2' х4 & 2x 2 

* 13 cornice moulding styles 

* Pre-cut miters 

* Fast and easy installation 

* Shipped anywhere 


* Send $1 for brochure 


AA ABBINGDON 
AFFILIATES, INC. 
2149 Utica Ave., Dept. OHJZ 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 
(718) 258-8333 


SERVING THE BUILDING INDUSTRY SINCE 1929 


San, A сати ) 
dumbwaiters 


VINCENT WHITNEY COMPANY 
MANUFACTURERS * SASH HARDWARE * DUMBWAITERS 
60 Liberty Ship Way/P.O. Box 335 
Sausalito, CA 94966/(415) 332-3260 
(800) 332-3286 FAX (415) 332-0816 


B- 
DECORATIVE 
PAINTING 
CATALOG 


MUSEUM 
QUALITY 
reproduction 
windows, 
mantels, 
doors, doorways 


and interiors. 
Pe rio d 
3516 Cadiuex Rd. 


de tai 1$ Detroit, MI 48224 
Fax (313) 885-6578 


shing 
vood graining 


Architectural Components, Inc. STUDIO 
Dept. OHJ, 26 No. Leverett Road = 
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Catalog $2.00 
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FLOOR PLAN 


HE VERSATILE BUILDER-STYLE BUNGALOW UPDATED A SIMPLE, Pl RI рү 
А А $ Р ‘ - an e Ж 
1-1/2- storey folk form by adding architectural details from a 


variety of sources, as evidenced by these two plans. In elevation Costs: $170; $230 (set of 5); $290 (set of 8) 


“A”, a partial-width porch is supported by columns resting on square Square Footage: 704' 
piers — a trademark post- Victorian treatment. Elevation "B" uses the Ceiling Height: g' (first floor 
hipped-roof front por ch and turned posts common in the late roth Overall Dimensions: 
century. Both plans share the same floor scheme and are perfect for Width: 22' 


starter homes or summer residences. Depth: 32' 
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Victorian Stained Glass 
At A Fraction Of The Cost. 
Transome and Sash Color Appliques 
Introductory Offer: $45 for 1; $75 for 2. 


P.O. Box 931 * Dept. OHJ * Marinette, WI * 54143 
Write for our FREE color brochure! 


\ [aple Grove Restorations 


ШЕШ 


Interior Raised Panel Shutters 
Raised Panel Walls 
Wainscotting 
P.O. Box 9194 Bolton, CT 06043-9194 
(203) 742-5432 


Color Brochure: $2.00 


SHAKER FURNITURE 

An exciting collection of 
Shaker rockers, dining 
chairs, tables, beds and 
other furniture. Available 
in kits or custom-finished. 
All exemplify the 
simplicity and versatile 
beauty of Shaker design. 
Shaker baskets, oval boxes, 
pegboards, pegs, dolls, and 
needlework kits. 

selection of 
replacement chair tape. 
New 56 page color catalog 
and 12 tape samples $1.00 


SHAKER WORKSHOPS 
Box 1028-HJ13, Concord, MA 01742 
(617) 646-8985 


The Brickyard 
P.O. Box A 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 


Build With Pieces of History 


Now Эч сөн in very limited quantities- 


i i and sample brick 
Also available-wire cut solid brick. 


"Just Like the Old Stuff" 


Organic wood dyes made from a formula over 130 
years old. These dyes are mixable and oil soluble. We 
offer brown, red, yellow & black. Available in pint and 
gallon bottles. Good for interior woodwork, furniture, 


and floors. 


Anderson & Richarson Co. 


1739 College Avenue * Fort Worth, Texas 76110 
Please call us at 1-817-921-4467 
outside Fort Worth — 1-800-452-1475 


Why put a new 
fan in an old house? 


EMERSON 
CIRCA 1900 


Send $2.00 for 
brochure. 


DEPT. OH) 1914 ABRAMS PKY. DALLAS, TEXAS 75214 214-826-7700 


" Antique Lumber 
Specialists" 


Wide Plank Flooring 
Mouldings & Millwork, 
Paneling, Stair Parts & Beams 


ANTIQUE Heart Pine, 
Oak, Chestnut, White Pine, 
Hemlock, Fir & Poplar 


NEW Oak, Ash, Cherry, 
Walnut, Maple, White Pine, 
Yellow Heart Pine, Douglas Fir 


Please write for our free brochure: 
THE WOODS COMPANY 


2357 Boteler Road 
Brownsville, MD 21715 


Phone 301-432-8419 
Fax 301-432-8439 


We print our catalog 
for the 


Victorian-style wood, gas 
or electric cookstoves 


1 
e» 
The world's largest Amish community 
(it's here in Ohio, not PA) relies on our 
2,000 item catalog. Traditional Heart- 
land cookstoves are a favorite: Old 
World craftsmanship, breathtaking 
nickel trim & functional roast-size 
ovens. Choose wood-fired (money-sav- 
ing airtight design) or elegant electric or 
gas versions. Grain mills, oil lamps, cast 
cookware, crockery & 100's of items 
you had no idea were still available! It's 


guaranteed different c BEBE 
from any other catalog 
you ever saw! 


8 Rush me your Amish country catalog. I am endosing $2. L| 

@ Mad to: Lehman's Box 41, Dept. 1}СВ, Kidron, OH 44636 I 
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ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES — Architec- 
tural and preservation problem-solv- 
ing for old buildings: Architectural ser- 
vices include restoration, conservation, 


replication and additions, building eval- 


uation, analysis, technical assistance 


and trouble-shooting. Research 


and consultation are also avail- 


able. Award-winning special- 


ists in residences, churches 


and history museums. The 
Office of Allen Charles Hill, 


AIA, Historic Preservation 


& Architecture, 25 Englewood 
Road, Winchester, MA 01890, 
(617) 729-0748. 


HISTORIC TILE RESTORATION — Dam- 


aged tile restored or replicated. Con- 


sultation, documentation, appraisals. 


Authentic reproduction of many 
American Art Tiles. Batchelder repro- 
duction tiles, available stock including 
relief designs, flat and trim pieces for 
historic fireplace designs. Twelve 
authentic colors plus his elusive blue. 
Tile Restoration Center, 3511 Interlake 
North, Seattle, WA 98103 (206) 
633-4866. 


HONE WOODSTRIPPING AND REFINISHING, 
inc. — All architectural wood finishes 


HANDCRAFTED 
To The Drip On The Tapered Candles 


expertly stripped and refinished, since 
1983. New Jersey based - will travel. 
Free estimates, fully insured. Contact 
Jack Hone, 5 Spring Lane, Warren, NJ 
07059, (908) 647-7120. 


EXTERIOR COLOR SCHEMES — Cus- 
tom-tailored color designs for 
your home or commercial 
buildings. We also teach "How 
To" 
Nationally 
respected. Contact: The 


seminars to groups. 


known and 
Color People, 1546 Williams # 201, 
Denver, CO 80218, (800) 541- 
7174, or fax (303) 388-8686. 


HISTORIC WOODWORKING — Interior 
and exterior architectural millwork. 
Historic replication and radiused 
work our specialty. Window frames 
and sash, and light pattern or balance 
system, Frame-and-panel doors, dow- 
el or mortise-and-tenon construction. 
McDan Woodworking, 374 East Broad 
Street, Gibbstown, NJ 08027. Contact 
Michael 
McClintock at (609) 423-5337. 


David Dannenberg or 


GOLD LEAFING AND SPECIALTY PAINTING 
— of interior woodwork, plaster. Spe- 
cialists in colonial-period vinegar fin- 


Early American Lighting since 
1938; chandeliers, copper lanterns, 


and wall sconces. 


ished, ultra-realistic Victorian grain- 
ing & matching rare wood grain. Also 
translucent glazing, marbling, clouds; 
furniture decorating; children's rooms. 
Large portfolio. Decorator & architect 
references, Serving Northeast. Mulli- 
gan & Phillips, 55 Monroe Place, 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003, (201) 748-4680. 


TILE-RELATED INFORMATION — The Tile 
Heritage Foundation, a national non- 
profit organization, acts as an infom- 
tion and referral service for anyone 
seeking information about historic tiles, 
restoration, reproduction or design. 
For free membership or brochure or 
illustrated book list ($2), contact Tile 
Heritage, P.O. Box 1850, Healdsburg, 
CA 95448 (707) 431-8453. 


Knowledgeable collectors, Res- 
torations and Museums have been 
buying our fine fixtures for over 
30 years. A list is available on 
request. 


SAVE UP TO 40% OFF SUGG. RETAIL. 
ir eii € MTM EDD eiiam, 


| 
ж 


GATES MOORE 
River Road, Dept ОН) 


Silvermine Norwalk, Conn. 
06850 - Tel. (203) 847-3231 


1022 SO. DECATUR ST. DEPT OHJ193 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36104 
(205) 264-3558 
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AT LAST, A WORTHY COMPANION TO YOUR HERITAGE HOME 
ERECT PRIMED COMPONENTS IN UNDER TWO DAYS 


HERITAGE GARDEN HOUSES 


A Morris Design 


for use as 
Garden retreat 
Pool house 
Potting shed 
Tool storage 
Hot tub enclosure 


FIFTEEN METICULOUSLY 
CORRECT STYLES 
Classical 
Victorian 
Japanese 


18th ала 20th C. c 


For catalog send $3.00 to HERITAGE GARDEN HOUSES 
CITY VISIONS, INC. 311 SEYMOUR, LANSING MI 48933 
517-372-3385 


THE SOLID BRASS AND GLASS 
VERMONT 


THERMOMETER 


MADE IN THE USA 


The Perfect Gifi! 


GUARANTEED TO DELIGHT 


$28.50 ppd. 


VERMONTERS ADD TAX 
MC/VISA/CHECK/M.O. 


802-658-4482 
CONANT CUSTOM BRASS 


s... s.. é 


« Victo 
Aen ic Victorian айу 


V^ 901 Harvard, Dept. OHJ =, 
Houston, Texas 77008 
(713) 863-7600 


Moldings * Screen Doors * Porch Parts 
Custom Woodwork * Ornamental Trim 


Send $2.00 for a Catalog 


et Bf es d ыы dq» 


Decorative 
Ceiling Tiles 


The elegance and beauty of yes- 
terday but made of durable, light- 
weight. high impact polystyrene 
They are easy to install, paintable 
and washable. Available in flame 
retardant materials and colors 
other than white at special prices 
Several patterns to choose from 


» 


services available 


Snelling's 
Thermo- Vac, Inc. 


Bianchard. La. 71009 
FAX 318-929-7398 


РО. BOX 1523C BURLINGTON, VT 05402 
— ت‎ n ДЕНЕНИ nni د‎ | 


Call or write p 
\ 


plus cusiom design and molding — 


? 


WOOD REPAIR 


DuRHAMS 


WATER 
PUTTY 


STICKS, STAYS pur 
wiLL NOT SHRINK | 


It permanently 


adheres in wood, 


plaster, and tile 


Ideal for use by 


woodworkers, 


painters, electri- 


cians, and car- 


Durham's Rock Hard 
Water Putty can handle 
many kinds of repair 
needs. It can be 
sawed, chiseled, pol- 
ished, colored, and 
molded. |t sticks and 
stays put, will not 
shrink. It fills cracks, 
crevices, joints, 
knots, and nail 
holes 


penters. Available through hardware, 
lumber and building material dealers, 
and paint distributors from coast 


to coast. 


DONALD DURHAM CO. 
Box 804-HJ = Des Moines, lowa 50304 


THAT 
TAL fe Wonks 


IN A RECENT POLL 
100% OF THOSE 
BIRDS INTERVIEWED 
FOUND OUR PRODUCT 
TOTALLY REPELLING 


Nixalite stainless 


m e “Ff steel needle strips 


T 


— Effective, humane 
bird control. For 


the whole story, contact us. 
NIXALITE Of AMERICA 


1025 16th AVENUE. 


P.O. BOX 727 * 


DEPT. OHJ 


EAST MOLINE, IL 61244 


800.624.1189 • 
SPECIALISTS IN BIRD CONTROL 


FAX 309-755-0077 
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` Quartersawn 


Clapboard Siding 


and Building Materials 
including Wide Pine | 
and Hardwood Flooring 


3 Quartersawing produces 
Ww a vertical grain clapboard. | 
* Twists and warps less 

\ e Wears more evenly 

x e Bonds paint and stain better 


X Also featuring... 

: Olympic Machinecoat™ 
Exterior Finish 
for all types of siding. 
Allows priming or finishing 
prior to installation 
with 10 year warranty: 
> * Crack, Peel and Flake Resistant 

= e Washable 
: e Non-Yellowing 
* No Chalk Washdown 


Granville Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. * Est. 1857 | 


Granville, Vermont 05747 | 
802-767-4747 


Call or Write for Free Brochure | 


BRASS HARDWARE CATALOG INCLUDED 
Excellence in Handcrafted Doors 
& Stained Glass 
Color Catalog $4.00 
RT. 1 BOX 22А MURRAY, KY 42071 


502-489-2613 
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Old-House 


WARREN, PA - Stately, 1905 Classical Revival, 3 
storey, brick mansion. 6,000 sq. ft., 6 bedrooms, 
4 baths, designed by E.A. Phillips. 3o minutes from 
( hautauque Institute, Chautauque, NY - 5 minutes 
from Allegheny National Forest/Kinzua Dam. 
Write Box 427 Warren PA 16365. 


WINCHESTER, VA — Golden opportunity to 
own a 1836 brick home. Mostly restored loads of 
charm, 7 fireplaces old pine floors, awesome views, 
spring fed streams, 112 acres of woods and pasture 
below. Appraisal at $249,900. Call KZD С egg 


(703 ) 665-1950. 


ANAHEIM, СА - Circa 1919 Craftsman Bungalow 
located in historical neighborhood. Two bedrooms, 1- 
1/2 baths, fully renovated, new roof, new paint. Full 
front porch to relax. No more work to be done, 


$186.000. Call (714) 533-3202 


SEVEN HILLS, OH - 1872 brick farmhouse listed 
on National Register. Eleven rooms, four bed- 
rooms, one bath, gas heat, electric updated. 85 x 
208 treed lot. Two car garage. Весни schools/ 
transporation. Minutes to I-77 and Cleveland. 
Move in condition. $128,000 Call (216)524-6298. 


NOVA SCOTIA - Wonderful restored house 
across from deserted sandy beach. Finalist for 
Metropolitan Home - House of the Year. Wrap- 
around veranda, cedar shingles, furnished with 
antiques, captivating view and peace and quiet 
$80,000 U.S. Call (902) 861-1900 evenings. 


GLENWOOD, IL - 5.3 acres with pond, nestled in 
the forest preserves, 4 buildings, 350' frontage on 
a State Road. 30 minutes to 194 Tstate 294, 394, 
and 80. Call (708) 758-1515 or 757-5144 or write 
P.O. Box 69, Gleenwood, IL 60425. 


SEATTLE, WA - 1894 Victorian cottage, metic- 
ulously restored. 2 bedrooms, 1-3/4 bathrooms, 
half basement, garage, fenced yard. New roof, new 
wiring, new plumbing, new insulation and new gas 
furnace. Gingerbread, some stained glass, var- 
nished woodwork, antique hardware. Central Dis- 
trict. $129,000. Call (206) 632-5405. 


DUBUQUE, IA - Overlooking the Mississippi 1896 
Queen Ann Mansion. Only three hours from 
Chicago. 6900 Sq. feet, 7 bedrooms, maids quar- 
ters, library, за bathrooms, wood ceilings, 
stained glass, tile and parquet floors, 26 gas fixtures, 
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fireplace, brass trim and original architectural plans. 
Only $180,000. Call Tom Quigg (319) 557-9357- 


ACKSONVILLE, AL - 1850 Greek Revival style 
ліѕгогіс home has been moved to safe, well-estab- 
lished neighborhood in University town of 10,000, 
Completely renovated; charm of old with energy- 
efficiency of new. 4 bedrooms, 3-1/2 baths, 4 fire- 
places, stained glass, heartpine floors. $225,000. 
Call (205) 435-2176. 


COLUMBIA FALLS, ME - 2 lovingly restored ear- 
ly colonial houses; adjacent lots. Gorgeous tidal 
basin view, center village. 1) 1795 elegant house; 
large ell; + or- 4800 sq. ft. 2) 1841 + or - 2200 sq. 
ft. + ell and large restored barn. 3) 3/4 mile dis- 
tant, 33 acre wood lot, $350,00 for all Call Dr. J. 
Senders (207) 483-4646. 


SANFORD, ME - 1886 Queen Anne twelve room 
Victorian (on historic map) plus additional small 
house on large lots. "Ама а two family. Has 
many original features overlooking pond. 
$170,000. Call (207) 324-8284 Ron Morin or write 
P.O. Box 1169, Sandford, ME 04073. 


ALBUQUERQUE, NM - 1920 Queen Ann Victo- 
rian from Railroad Era. Pre-cast stone, 1500 sq. 
ft. living space, full attic, small basement on his- 
torical register, wainscotting, hardwood floors. B 
&B potential - located within walking distance to 
downtown, $66,000 Call (505) 242-6369. 


SAN DIEGO, СА - 1912 3 story craftsman/pr апе 
school style. ; bedroom, 3 baths, basement, 3300 
SQ. FT. Extensive river rock on large wrap-around 
porch and chimney. Front and Back balconies. 
Maple floors, mahogany stairway & pocket doors. 
9 ceilings. Large corner lot in historic Burlingame 
neighborhood. $410,000 Call (619) 563-3567. 


FLEISCHMANNS, NY - Elegant c. 1897 8 bed- 
room 3-1/2 bath tower Victorian. Large formal 
rooms, high ceiling, fabulous original woodwork 
& fixtures, pocket doors, fireplace & stained glass 
windows. pasen wrap-around porch, tower 
room, slate roof & barn/garage. Prestigious pri- 
vate residence or ideal B & B. Located in the 
Catskill Mountains - Delaware County (2 1/2 hrs 
NYC) Minutes to skiing. EXCLUSIVE. Only 
$189,000 Call Belleayre Realty (914) 254-4111. 


NEW FRANKIN, WI - Restored stone cottage, 
with a red barn on 2 acres. Built by Belgian set- 
tlers, mid 1800s. Charming setting, with a creek 


• Janu ary/Febru ary 


1993 


and small bridge. Near Green Bay and Sturgeon 
Bay. $84,5000 Call (414) 866-9752. 


PETERSHAM, MA - The William Clark House - 
1785 Cape, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Professionally 
restored with all new systems. 2 fireplaces, 1 with 
bee-hive oven. Wide pine floors, early hardware 
with many other early features intact. Stone walls 
surround 4 manicured acres with mature fruit trees. 
3 season screened porch overlooks a spring-fed 
pond. 32 x 40 barn with loft, perfect for horses or 
Antique Shop. $215,000 Call (508) 724-8834. 


PULASKI, VA - “Weldon”, ¢.1837. A 10,000 sq. 
ft. restored brick Federal Plantation home on 40 
ac. with 2 creeks. 20 rooms, 1; ft. ceilings, heart 
pine floors, all original. Coach house, large barn, 
views of mountains, private. Close to airports, 2 
Universities, I-81/1-77. Residence, Corp retreat, 
B&B, Restaurant use. $695,000. Call Gibson's 


(703) 980-2053 


MARLBORO COUNTY, SC - Southern Planta- 
tion Home (circa 1855). Over 4500 sq. ft. living 
area on 7-acre tract. Some original outbuildings 
remain on the site. Major structural restoration 
has been completed. $148,500. Call Alyce B. McIn- 
nis, REALTOR (803) 586-2348. 


MURFREESBORO, TN - Circa 1869, free-stand- 
ing town house, 4020 sq. ft., 4 bedrooms, з baths, 
ı2 ceilings, excellent condition, original floor plan 
essentially unchanged (only 3 owners), big wrap- 
around front porch, carriage house converted to 
2 car garage. Located on shady Main Street in 
Historic District (residential). 30 miles SE of 
Nashville. Call Matt Ward, Bob Parks Realty 
(615) 896-4040. 


LONG ISLAND, NY - On North Shore, in His- 
toric District, 18th and 19th centuries ship chan 
dler's house, waterfront, ice house, bee-hive oven 
and many original features. Sensitive restoration 
with income producing apartment. 50 miles to 
NY City. $350,000. Lee I amily, 49 Shore Road, 
E. Setauket, NY 11733: 


BUTTE, MT - 1890 Victorian, partially restored. 
: ) partim 

5200 sq. ft, with full basement. In National His- 
toric Site, near fantastic hunting and fishing. 
Includes: Seven apartments with appliances and 
^ F PF E 

furniture, garage, workshops, and more. Good 
potential B&B, $80,000. Call Gary (406) 782-8235. 


EUREKA SPRINGS, AK - 1874 Victorian Frame. 
Currently an elegant restaurant with B&B. List- 
ed in National Historic Register. Well located 
on 3-1/2 lots near downtown shops in heart of 
tourist and vacation area of Arkansas/ Missouri 
Ozarks. Includes land, buildings and equipment. 
$349,000 Call Robert at (501) 253-8558. 


GRAND JUNCTION, СО - Just off I-7o, 121 acres 

45 irrigated) on Colorado river, big trees, private, 
marvelous red rock canyon, waterfall, 5 acre lake. 
Stone/shingle 1895 home, 6,000 sq. ft., 2 storey, 13 
rooms + attic, 2 baths, big corner bedroom & bal- 
cony, remodelled but needs restoration. $560,000. 
Call Jack Treece Land Sales (303) 243-4170. 


516) 751-6287. 


Genuine Mahogany 
ы The Price Of Oak 


Now you can offer 
the beauty & character 
of Mahogany on all 
of your projects... 
Buying direct makes 
it affordable. 
MAHOGANY 
1-3/4" X 2'6" 
6'-8" SLAB 
Four Panel $259 
Six Panel $273 
Eight Panel $287 


I^" ANTIQUE “ 
4 PLUMBING C RES 


Claw Tubs * Brass & Chrome 
Showers * Shower Rings * 
Pedestal Sinks € Faucets € Oak 
High Tank Toilets * Cage 
Showers * Cross Handles 
Porcelain * Hard-to-Find Parts 
* A Huge Selection. of 
Accessories * Expert Advice 


Ju TURN OF THE CENTURY $ 
Chandeliers, Sconces & Fixtures 
* Design * Replacement 
* Contract Parts & 


* Manufacturer Glass Shades 
* Restoration 


THE MOST COMPLETE 
SOURCE FOR ANTIQUE 
AND REPRODUCTION 
GAS, OIL AND 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
New Color Lighting Booklet 


Call toll free 1-800-366-3347. We accon VISA/MC/AMEX 
THE FINEST LAMP & FIXTURE RESTORATION AVAILABLE. 
ROY ELECTRIC CO., Inc. NYC & LI (718) 434-7002 
SHOWROOM: 1054 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230 p 


100% COTTON SHOWER CURTAIN 


Don't "dump" another plastic shower curtain! Tightly 
woven 100% cotton duck gets wet, but water stays 
in the tub. No liner necessary. Machine washable! 
No more grimy, sticky vinyl. Rustproof grommets. 
White or Natural, $30 + $3.25 shipping. (NY resi- 


Plumbing С Catalog 


Call for quote 


"CUSTOM SIZES OUR SPECIALTY" 


A large selection of doors, jambs, 
casings and moldings available. 

Honduran Mahogany, Rosewood and Pine 
Catalog with wood sample avail. - $4 


U.S. DOOR & MILLWORK 


(617) 424-7090 | dents add tax). Send check or money order to: 
fax (617) 424-0245 NOPE / (Non-Polluting Enterprises) 
P.O. BOX 1, BOSTON, MA 02199 P.O. Box 3330 


096 of prolis are used | Tor relorestallon 


Smethport, PA 16749 
and to help indigenous peoples. 


For VISA/MC orders call: 1-800-782-NOPE 
Other products available, call/write for FREE catalog. 


Anytime Anywhere Anywood 


‘ Plaster Washers 


CURVED or | | „ања. 

STRAIGHT Now you can save and restore 
your plaster ceilings and walls 

MOLDINGS | || ist pennies 


Both are yours with a WSH per ores ape 
Molder/Planer 
Thousands of professionals and 


serious wood workers use our American Charles St. Supply Co. 


EXTERIOR SHUTTERS 


Moveable Louvers, fixed 
louvers or raised panel. 
Custom-made arches. 
Unfinished or painted in 
the brand & color of 

H your choice. 

= Hinges and Holdbacks 

- Brochure, call or write: 


SHUTTERCRAFT, 282 Stepstone Hill 
Guilford, CT 06437 (203) 453-1973 


made cast iron molder/ planers to 54 Charles Street 


produce smooth moldings, raised 


panels, crowns and curved molding Boston Ma. 02114 


In the shop or at the job site 


W&H meets your needs every day 
with quick knife changeover and 

ultimate versatility with all kinds 

of wood 


we turn: 
Porch , Stairway 
& Furniture Parts 


Over 40 years of experience 


supports our products with a 5 year Call: (617) 367-9046 


warranty! Call or write today for our 


FREE information kit! = (800) 382 4360 


А ow prices - Fast delivery 
800-258-1380 (USA) 603-654-6828 


FAX 603-654-5446 Call in your order today! 
agas Orders shipped within 24 hours 
Williams & Hussey Next day delivery available 
Machine Co., Inc VISA and MasterCard accepted 
Dept 563AM IO doz. for $10 - 21 doz. for $20 


Complete starter kits $15.00 & up. 
P.O. Box 1149 Wilton, NH 03086 ins dale Ep P 


FREE BROCHURE 
FREE QUOTES 


National Decks, Inc. 
Р.О. Box 722 
Andover, NY 14806 
FAX 607-478-5253 
1-800-437-8876 
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e Fretwork gingerbread and lots 
more for interior ond exterior use 
most complete line available 

e Save with foctory-to-you pricing 


Send $4.50 for full color, 52-page 
product and design idea catalog. 
P.O. Drawer 609, 
Carlisle, PA 17013 


717/243-0063 
Dept. 203 


From the Heart of the South... 


ANTIQUE 
HEART PINE 
FLOORING 


Custom Milling from Antique Beams 


Heart Pine + Heart Cypress 
Cabinetry • Beams 
Stairtreads • Paneling 


“AWN SIA 
AMERICAN 
HARDWOOD 


FLOORING 


Quartersawn + Wide Widths ‘Long Lengths 
Red Oak + Black Walnut 
White Oak • Ash • Maple 
American Cherry 


Albany Woodworks 


P.O. Box 729- Albany, LA 70711 -$04/567-1155 
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VIENNA, IL - Turn-of-the-century home in 
need of loving restoration. Unusual curved base- 
boards, outstanding mantels, and beautiful hard- 
ware. Elegant home, 13+ rooms, zoned for busi- 
ness. Would make an excellent antique shop or 
Bed and Breakfast. Scenic National Forest near- 
by. $45,000 Call (618) 683-2103. 


BROOKLYN, NY - Historic Greenpoint 
restored 20-foot Federal Style brick row house. 
Landmark block. Owners буе-гоот duplex plus 
two floor through rental unit. Large quedes. 
delivered vacant, $229,000 Call (202 ) 222-6060. 


BOSTON, MA - in Ashmont Hill. Antique gin- 
getbread Victorian — 6 family, кер tree 
lined street, details, turrets, 3-storey dumbwait- 
ers, one of the best in Boston. Two to three bed- 
rooms, living room, dining room, kitchen w ith 
»antry each unit. Live free with substantial pos- 
itive cash flow. $179.000 Call owner (617) 523- 
7810 ext. 241. 


CAPE MAY, NJ - Become an Innkeeper the easy 
way: an established, turnkey, 10 guest room Bed 
and Breakfast is now available in this historic 
town. Spacious owners quarters and on site vark- 
ing. Cal Marianne Schatz at Century 21 Kopp 
& Company 1-800-648-5558. 


SOUTH WEST, OK - Nice Historic Hotel. Ide- 
al for Bed and Breakfast, across street from Muse- 
um, apartments and rooms, coffee shop and ban- 
que room. Lots of potential. Near Air Base. 
Owner Lease with Option and Finance Write 
Foster, P.O. Box 715 Fredericktown, MO 63645, 
or call (314) 783-2039. 


GLOUCESTER, MA - 1930s stucco/stone 
Mediterranean built by William Sturges. Set 
between 2 small quarries. Artists re treat. About 
100 acres tree farm. $475,000 Call Realty World 
Fleet and Bernie (508) 283-7177. 


CINCINNATI, OH - 1892 Italian Renaissance 
mansion and carriage house (18,000 square feet 
combined) on 1.75 acres in stable family/ pro- 
fessional neighborhood near Xavier Universi- 
ty. Inlaid wood throughout, tiled and wood 
carved fireplaces, stained glass, massive stair- 
case, library, music room, sun room, portico, 
terrace, 37' x 25 reception area. Muc h original 
architecture intact; needs some work to restore 
into a fine family home or B & В. $425,000. 
Call George 511) 232-6523. 


PARSIPPANY, NJ - Mt. Tabor Stick sty le Vic- 
torian, 3 bedrooms, large living room with stone 
fireplace, built-in bookcases, eat-in kitchen 
laundry room, new furnace, hot water heater, 
100AMP service, plumbing. Full insulated, peri- 
od moldings. Low taxes, walk to trains. 
Charming Family community $139,000 Call 
201 625-2348. | 


ROCKPORT, MA - Unique 8 room guest house 
situated on quarry and across from ocean. For- 
mer oxen barn for quarry industry. Lots of his- 
torical significance. Fanciful touches through- 
out. Reality World Fleet and Bernie (508 


283-7177. 


PHILADELPHIA.PA - Gracious stone and stuc- 
co home off the mainline Philadelphia, circa 
1907. Impressive foyer, inlaid wood floors, pil- 
lared entrance to former living and dining 
rooms. French doors to stone screened porch. 
Six bedrooms, four bathrooms, three stall 
garage with loft, Classic $239,900. Call Bob 
301 840-4096. 
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SHARPS, VA - "Lewis House" ca. 1906 in charm- 
ing Victorian village. гоо’ bulkheaded river- 
front with wide view. Five bedrooms, two baths, 
two 24' screened porches. Two bedroom cot- 
tage. Garage. $198,000 Call Dave Johnson, 
“The Old House Man” (804) 758-0740 IsaBell 
Horsley Real Estate. 


KANSAS CITY, MO - Turn-of-the-century 
Foursquare. All brick, 2-1/2 story, full base- 
ment, wrap-around front porch. Great oak 
woodwork, leaded glass windows, built-in chi- 
na cupboard, hot water heat. Ideal for enter- 
taining, close to downtown, one block from city 
park. Large detached double garage, fenced b ack 
yard. $60,000. Call (816) 481-1636. 


HOMER, NY - Unique property. "The Old 
Firehouse" is listed in the National Historic 
Register. Original brick, ample municipal park- 
ing, zoned business, many possibilities, flawless 
condition. Call Monique Richardson, Yaman 
Real Estate, (607) 753-9044. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. - Circa 1910 large two- 
storey house off Georgia Avenue and Rit- 
terhouse Street NW with many formerly 
beautiful features worth salvaging ‘restoring 
oak flooring, pine paneling, fireplace, claw 
foot tub, tin ceiling, ect.) $65,000. Call (803 

578-8849. i 


ATLANTA, GA - Circa 1904. Stone 2-storey 
home in historic district. 5,500 sq. ft., 10 ft. ceil- 
ings, 4-5 bedrooms, 3-1/2 baths, 4 gas fireplaces, 
full attic and basement. Oak and heartpine 
floors. Chair railing, mouldings and wainscot- 
ting through« jut. C nite SW imming po 1. Zoned 
central air and heat. Separate carriage house. Sub- 
stantially below appraisal $599,000. Call (404 

875-7942. 


GLOUCESTER, MA - Historic Babson Birth- 
place. 1756 Colonial in historic district, 2 blocks 
from the harbor with peaks of fishing boat. 5 
bedroom, Suitable for home office, or conve- 
nient in-town living. 35 miles to Boston and 
Logan Airport $149,000. Call Realty World 
Fleet and Bernie (508) 2 ý 


ELLERSLIE, VA - Virginia Historic Landmark 
Stately Italian villa style mansion circa 1857. 
Dynamic renovations. Five zone boxwood gar- 
den. Situated on 10.5 acres, bordered by Swift 
Creek. Located 25 minutes from downtown 
Richmond. Offered at $395,000. Brochure. Call 
Tillie Shifflett (804) 748-9505, Century 21 
Sweartingen Realty (804) 748-9502. 


NEW ROCHELLE, NY - 1892 Victorian, 3 
storey, clapboard & shingle, wrap-around porch, 
4 bedrooms, fireplace, 20s kitchen, original tiled 
bath, full basement, updated heat, electrics, 4- 
car garage. On tre e-shaded 1/3 acre with wiste- 
ria, rhododendrons, more. Asking $219, owner 
anxious ( 904 ) 235-4606. 


Authentic Draninga 
Individually Designed 


Work Directly With 
Artisan/ Researcher 


“Vintage “Valances 
Box 43326 J « Cincinnati, OH 45243 
(513) 561-8665 


Authentic Antique 
Hardware 


* One of a Kind 

* No Reproduction 

* Door Hardware 

* Furniture Hardware 
* Door Knockers 

* Curtain Tie-backs 

* Twist Bells 


„Дэни Ф 


5360 Peachtree Ind. Blvd. • Chamblee, Georgia 3034 
Bus. (Fri-Sun): (404) 458-0682 * Res. (Wkdys): (404) 2614094 


To repair 
sagging plaster 
ceilings, simply screw the 
ceiling uiton up into the lath, 
and cover with skim coat of 
helel laster or joint compound. Combo 
ba "ak: Everything needed to do job: 
ceiling buttons, galvanized screws, 
insert bit. $20.00. Ceiling Buttons’ 
$1.20/doz. (6 doz. min) $16/lb. 
(21 до2ЛЬ.) Screwgun tip no charge. 
Send check with order to: 


FASTENATION 


P.O. Box 1364, Marblehead, MA 01945 
FAX: (617) 539-0534 


Machigarias 
1 i 4 | 


Early American Bathroom 
FIXTURES & ACCESSORIES 
Send $3 For Complete Color Catalog 

(209) 728-2031 
ВОХ 1020 ОН» MURPHYS, CA 95247 


New HOUSES 
THAT Look Ош 


T Parkersville Collection, award 
winning designs from a National 


Historic District, has been featured in Better 


Homes & Gardens and Builder Magazine. 
It has received the prestigious Design for 
Better Living Award from the American 
Wood Council and a Design Merit Award 
from the American Institute of Architects 
Traditionally styled, comfortable floor 
plans range from 1260 to 3760 square feet 
AIA architecturally drafted, builder tested, 
construction drawings are available. Write 
or call for our 32 page booklet for just $12 
Visa and MasterCard accepted 
The Parkersville Collection 
P.O. Box 4633 
Whitefish, MT 59937 
(800) 383-2677 


ë OVER 1000 PROFILES 

* REPRODUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY 
* $50.00 BLADE CHARGE 

* BULLSEYES, BASEBLOCKS 

* CORBELS, ARCHES, MANTELS 

* ACCESSORIES 

* CUSTOMS WELCOME! 

* WE SHIP ANYWHERE! 

* SHIPMENT IN 7-10 DAYSIII 

* NEW 114 PAGE CATALOG...$5.95 


(206) 252-8374 
TOLL-FREE 800-627-8437 
FAX (206) 258-4334 
~ Established 1978 ~ 


2820 Rucker Ave. 
E WA 98201 
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Restoration Glass will 
change your view of history. 


Why are architects specifying authentic 
Restoration Glass™? Because it's imperfect. 

Each sheet is made by crafismen, using 
the original cylinder method. Yet this glass 
easily meets today's building codes. And it's 
available in two levels of distortion. 

Once you've seen the difference Restora- 
tion Glass makes, no true restoration will 
look authentic without it 

For details call toll-free 800-221-7379. 


In New Jersey: 201-471-1733. 504% 
Fax: 201-471-3475 = ор? 
S.A. Bendheim Co., Inc. "a ase” 


61 Willett Street 
Passaic, NJ. 07055. » Bendheim 


| 


Authentic Colonial 
Woodworking 


Windows, Doors and Entryways 
Old Glass, Moldings 
Raised Panel Walls 


Free brochure available 


Maurer & Shepherd 


ouners dne. 


122 Naubuc Avenue 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
(203) 633-2383 
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HISTORIC 


WALLITILES 
PAPERS | VICTORIAN 


1770s - 1920s | EDWARDIAN 


Sets, singles, printed, 
moulded, florals, fish, 
galleons, numerals and 
plain field tiles. Send for 
colour photographs and 
design information - $5. 


Send for information 
and complete sample 
packs of 14 or more 
samples in the following 
ranges - $5 each. 


GEORGIAN/ FEDERAL 
COLONIAL REVIVAL 


VICTORIAN 


ARTS & CRAFTS) 
EDWARDIAN 


Splendid Items for Traditional Homes 


CHARLES RUPERT 


2004 OAK BAY AVE. VICTORIA, B.C. 
CANADA VSR 1Е4 (604) 592-4916 


Fireplace & 
Chimney 


Restoration 

Specialists 

e Lining (all types) 

e Rebuilding 

e Repairs 

e Chimney 
Cleaning 

e Chimney Caps 


ON 


Fully Insured 
Serving Tri-State 
Area Since 1960 


CERTIFIED 
CHIMNEY 


CONTRACTORS 


RESTORATI 


3122 Route 10 West * Denville, NJ 07834 
NJ (201) 361-1783 • NY (212) 724-9411 


1-800-432-1019 


Residential-Commercial-Institutional 
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and Bre fast 


THE WHYTE HOUSE BED & BREAKFAST - 
1889 Heritage Home, lovingly restore d. Non- 
smoking, Private suites with fiving room, kitchen, 
bath. Easy stroll to ocean or downtown, restau 
rants and museums. Rates from $75.,incl. taxes & 
breakfast. 155 Rendall Street - OH], Victoria B.C 
Canada V8W 3E; (604) 389-1598 


ENGLISH SINKS - Gray Slate Roofing Shingles 
and Metal Skylight 3'x8' or smaller. Call Ken and 
Ann Calkins (315)568-9802 or write 94 Chapel 
Street, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 


SEEKING GENTLEMEN'S FARM - situated near 
Saratoga Springs or Glen Falls, NY, to RENT 
with option to buy after we sell our present Levit 

Ry. house; four bedroom Cape, basement 
garage. Excellent Long Island location asking 
$155,000 Call (516) 735-6378 


town, i 


FOX NETTING - 5' wide hexagonal pattern ра al- 
vanized wire fencing. New, used, or information 
on current manufacture. Contact: C. Hine, Box 
517, Shelter Island, NY 11965 (212 ) 772-0339 


LAVENDER GLASS GLOBES - At least two 
transparent lavender glass lightning rod globes 
Please contact R.G. Peterson, RD 1, Box 95, Lind 
ley, NY 14555, (607 ) 524-6155 


6" BEVELED LAP SIDING - Good us 
preferred. Will remove from structure if neces 
sary. Call (403) 356-6509, Greeley, CO 


ed wood 


OAK PROSCENIUM ARCH - from auditorium 
of 1890s Junior Pioneer Lodge Hall in Sc Paul 
Minnesota. $1,500. Call (612) 724-3387 for fur 
ther information 


STAINED GLASS WINDOWS - Magnificent 
massive and beautiful, Neo-Gothic 


windows from church built 1899 1 


stained glass 
зһ x + У 
Non-religious design. Overall excellent origi 
nal condition. Rare opportunity to obtain set of 
elc ven. Additional inform ation re adily av xil- 
able. Priced realistically. Call Ron Helmick 


913) 74973635 


MODEL OAK "56" PARLOR STOVE - A really 
lovely ex mpl but id | haven't done anything with 
и after 20 years I never will It needs some work 
ind nickel plating The rest of the pieces are inside 


201 ) 228-4635. 


FIREPLACE COVERS - A matched pair of cast 
iron fireplace covers and surrounds - Greek Revival 
style - very good conc {ition S600, for the pair Also 
45 < hestnut dons s in excellent condition - $200 
lor. Call (2 »33-3956 leave message 


MARBLE FLOORING - 1” thick; Cut limestone 
flooring 1-1/4" thick; Bevel glass mirror 5 х5; Wood 
columns and cap on each side 7’ wide 6'8” high 
Call (419) 628-4120 x2018. 


110 YEAR OLD LOG CABIN - 1-1/2 storey, (2x18 
red oak and walnut, good condition, can deliver 
Call (419) 628-4120 (Ohio 


ORIGINAL VICTORIAN TILES - salv aged from 
demolition sites. Many colors and patters. Great 


for bathrooms, kitchen, firepl: ace restoration, etc. 
Also pedestal sink; п matching stained glass pan- 

А aged from a ship with fancy lead work and 
nice jewels. Call Joe Sager (215) 348-8087. 


SOLID OAK EXTERIOR DOORS - 1-3/4” thick 
c urved top, small etched light oni bop of each door. 
85" high, 6r” wide Original key and hardware, 
100 years old $800. (607) 687-3509 


ANTIQUE WINCROFT RANGE - 4 burner free 
standing gas range with oven and extras. Call Pete 
914 ) 738-4754. 

CHINA CHEST - Early 1920, 3 doors and draw- 
ers, tiger oak. $25oo or best offer. Will send pho 
tos. Call (718) 967-2127. 


els sa 


CHERRY EMPIRE SOFA - 1830s, superb French 
volish; 66"; Walnut “Rococo” Armchair 1850s 

excellent velvet up sholstery; Ebonized “Eastlake 
Table, 1880s, 18" sq, 2 shelves beneath; wW ood 

Venetian Blinds - (3) 40", (3) 48"; 75" long; 
Wallpaper 19405 de sign house, restained. Call 
212) 674-7205 


MAGNIFICENT ORIGINAL TIFFANY STU- 
DIOS WINDOWS - For sale by private collector, 
fully authenticated. Call Rich (718) 523-4274. 


KITCHEN AID DISHWASHER - circa 1957, runs 
gre ul, with orginal manufacturer s owner's man- 
ual. Best offer. Call (914) 897-2208 


OAK SIDEBOARD TOP - 43" wide with round 
plate glass mirror. Similar to piece page 28 
Sept Oct 1990, Best offer. (717 6-5959 


FIREPLACE - Victorian white marble from 
Brooklyn brownstone, mantel is 6' long. Every- 
thing is prefect condition. $1200 or best offer 
ol 4 246-7598. 


7 PIECE VILLAGE & BOCK STEIN SET - Pitch 
er 15" high, old German script on each U^ 
toast for each month. raised figures on blue back- 
ground, pe wter tops pristine condition $9450 ) 
Contact Marie Poplaski, gı5 E. 31 Street, Brook- 
lyn, NY изо 


EARLY WIRE FENCE - appro бо' of roth centu- 
ry wire fence with cast iron crestings and orna 
ments. Wickersham pattern, 36 i 2" high. 7/8 
panels ( longest ones 68 1/2 ind 6 iron posts 
with finials. Some repair needed $1,200. Contact 
Francois Costes, 461 Fair Oaks Circle, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27516; (919) 967-4080 


CARRERA GLASS - 40 panels n ich approx 14 
x16", peach color, small samples avail. $15 pre pan 
cl. Contact Uptown Shelby Assoc. Inc. Shelby, 
NC, (704) 484-11 paid 


OLD GLASS - with many imperfections and irreg 
ularities including w pe ad КАМА Large vari- 
ety of sizes. Price negotiable. No Delivery Con 
tact The Cabinet Shop, 627 Morris Street, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13667 


CIRCULAR STAIRS - cast and wrought iron, from 
early 1900s firehouse, 16' rise $3500. Photos avail- 
ible; Up to 2000 board feet rough cut chestnut 
iced by order; Deco 42" mail chef stove. Excel- 
ent condition $650. Call (518) 283-7713 


CLAY ROOPING TILES - fifty-two squares of 
rench Clay from 1890s. excellent shape, ready 

or pick-up or delivery; Genuine red wood deck 
ing kits ready for your yard or lake front Call 


315) 393-1074. 


504 67-1202 


76 


Statement of Ownershi 
(act of August 12, 19 0: Section 3688, Tille 39, United 
Slates Code). 1. A Title of publication: Ofd-House Journal 
B. Publication #: 0001 078 2. Dale ol filing: Odober 1, 
1992. Frequency of issue: Bi-monthly. A. Number of issues 
published annually: 6. B. Annual subscription price: $24. 
4. Location of known office of publication: 2 Main Street 
Gloucester, MA 01930. 5. Location of Ihe hı eadquarters ol 
eral business offices of the 5 2 Mdh Stree! 
росце, МА 01930. 6. Names addresses 
publi itor, and managing editor prn sher, William 
) O'Donnell, 2 Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930 
Editor, Gordon H. Bock, 2 Main Street, Gloucester МА 
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amount of stock): Ayn TN! pares Corporation, 2 Mein 
Street, Gloucester, MA 01930. Patricia Poore, 2 Main 
Street, Gloucester, MA 01930. William J. O'Donnell, 2 
Main Street, Gloucester, MA, 01930 af Known bondhold- 
ers, morigagees, and other security ho rs owning or 
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morigages, or other More: None. 10. Average number 
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nu of copies Net "p m Run): 180,411. B. Paid 
дголбоп: 1. Sales through dealers a carriers, street 
s and counter sales: 13,042. 2. Mail subscriplion 
135, 540. C. Total paid circulalion: 148,582. D. Free 
distribution by ma нщ or other means, samples 
complimentary, po ЙЕ her free copies: 2,718. E. Total 
distribution (sum of C and D) горе 2. F. Copies: not 
distributed: 1. Office use, left over, unaccount 
aller printing: 1,785. 2. Return from News Agents: 2 "326 
G. Total (sum of E, F-1 and F-2 shoul d equal Net Press Run 
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single issue published nearest ю filing date: A. Total 
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1. Sales through rs and carriers, street vendors and 
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D). 159, Tia Copies nol distributed: 1. Office use, left 
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m y Nel ia Run shown in A) 188, 002. 11. | 


Dept. 8, P.O. Box 2, Medford, OR 97501 


96 styles $35-$95 • Phone (503) 826-9737 
We can recover your frame. Catalog $4 


Protect Wall Corners 
The Great Old-fashioned Way 
, Our unfinished Cornerbeads compliment 
any period or decor. They're among hundreds 
' of hard-to-find, "old style” items we have to 
* enhance your old house or capture a bit of the 


„+ past in your newer home. Each cornerbead is 
, 47%" x 1^ dia., with 90° notch 


» Beechwood, Ea. $10.95; 6 or more $9.30 
*.*. Oak. Each $13.95; 6 or more $11.85. Add 
¦ shipping: $375 (1-5); $6.50 (6 or more) 
. WI residents add 5% tax. VISA/MC, or 
* AMEX accepted. 


To Order Call TOLL-FREE 
1-800-556-7878 


Or, send for more information 


Crawford s 
Old “House “Store 


Д 550 Elizabeth * Rm. 843 • Waukesha, WI 53186 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Put the Spirit of 1776 
in Your Front Yard. 


A few of these prized wooden poles still 
grace mansions, schools and courthouses 
across America. We're recreating this er ^ra for 
today's caring поте-омпет.г XXX WW 
in hand-made wooden ZA EN 
beauties with the classic 4 i 


squareto-octagomo if f ў 
tapered round design А | EA 


Made of select Douglas | * f 
Fir, they're turned on a N 
custom lathe and painted 
with ten coats to a gloss 
white finish 

Shipped to your home, ready to install on 
our rust-free steel base. Poles come with all 
accessories plus a brass customed-engraved 
and numbered owner's plaque and 50-star and 
original 13-star flags. Our poles are made to 
order and guaranteed to last a lifetime. Can't 
buy at retail. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
Write or call for free color brochure, details 


TOLL FREE 1-800-285-2122 


Vertical grain laminated | 
1/4" wall for high tensile 
light-weight strength 


p = 
Enhancing the 
grounds of the 


но 175 Е traditional home” 
423 Tehama - В, San Francisco, СА 94103 
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Polishing, Restoration & 
Refinishing of 
Antique & 
Contemporary Metals 


* Hardware • Lighting-Rewiring included 


• Beds  *Pots  *Fireplace equipment 


Send photo or product for 
free estimate. 


Call 215-843-7111 


Crowfutt Art Brass 
21 W. Washington Lane 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 


Handcrafted Wooden 
Storm-Screen Doors 


* 36 styles of doors in all sizes. 

* Planters and benches in many styles. 

* Chippendale railing & gates. 

* Many Victorian accents: brackets, 
running trim, cornices, spandrels 
gable decorations апо much more 

* Custom orders welcome 


For catalog send $2.00 to: 
The Old Wagon Factory 
P.O. Box 1427, Dept. OJ13 
Clarksville, VA 23927 

(804) 374-5787 
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The advertisers in this issue have 
literature available, and you can get as 
many catalogs as you need just by filling 
out one form. 


1. Traditional Wood Columns — From 4° to 
50° diameter, up to 35' long. Matching 
pilasters and 6 styles of capitals. Ventilated 
aluminum plinth and column bases. Custom 
work done. Free catalog available. Schwerds 
Manufacturing. 


2. Heart Pine Flooring — Flooring cut from 
200-year-Iumber. Edges and bottoms of 
boards remilled for easy installation, but pati- 
na of old surface remains. Wainscotting, hand- 
hewn beams. mantels, and stair parts. 
Brochure, $5.25. The Joinery Company. 


62. Victorian House Pians — Authentic exte- 
riors of Victorian, farm, and traditional hous- 
es with modern floorplans for energy effi- 
ciency and economical construction. Portfolio 
of Victorian and farmhouse designs, $12.25. 
Historical Replications. 


73. Restoration Glass — imperfect glass is 
perfect for restoration work. Each sheet is 
made by using the original cylinder method. 
Free brochure. Bendheim Glass. 


98. Non-Rotting Lattice — Keeping porch lat- 
tice painted is a real chore. Instead. use PVC 
lattice. It looks like wood (no fake wood grain). 
comes in 11 colors, and can be cut, nailed, 
and installed like wood. Free color brochure. 
Cross VINYLattice. 


215. Moisture Vents — Small, screened met- 
al louvers, 1° to 6 diameter, release moisture 
trapped in walls. cornices. soffits, etc. Just 
drill holes and press in place. Free literature. 
Midget Louver Co. 


242. Classic Columns — For porches and pure 
decoration: Doric, lonic, and Corinthian columns 
sculpted from Ponderosa pine with exquisite 
craftsmanship. Many sizes and shapes avail- 
able. Catalog. $2.25. Chadwortnh, Inc. 


284. Dumbwaiters — Residential and com- 
mercial hand-operated dumbwalters with 
lifting capacities from 65 to 500 Ibs. Free lit- 
erature. Whitco/Vincent Whitney Co. 


387. Quartersawn Clapboard — Vertical grain 
clapboard which eliminates cupping and 
warping. These clapboards accept paint and 
stain extremely well. True representations 
of Colonial architecture. Free brochure. 
Granville Manufacturing. 


414. Hydronic Heater — Clean, safe, health- 
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ful, and inexpensive floor-to-ceiling warmth. 
Portable or permanent baseboard installa- 
tion. Comes pre-assembled with lifetime ser- 
vice warrantee. Free information. Hydro-Sil. 


438. Quartersawn Clapboard — The Ward 
family has operated this mill for over 100 
years. Vertical grain clapboard eliminates 
warping for extended life. Free brochure, 
Ward Clapboard Mill. 


465. River Recovery Specialists — Quality 
heart pine and heart cypress milled from orig- 
inal growth logs lost on their way down- 
stream. Free from nail holes and other 
defects. Flooring. stairparts, and lumber. Free 
literature. Goodwin Heart Pine Co. 


492. Design Portfolio — Full-page drawings 
with descriptions of custom crafted tradi- 
tional kitchens, and a color brochure featur- 
ing on-location photographs of Kennebec 
kitchens, $ 10.25. The Kennebec Company. 


517. Flooring — Antique pine and American 
hardwood flooring. Stair parts. cabinetry, 
paneling. antique beams. Many species of 
woods available. Brochure, $1.25. Albany 
Woodworks. 


524. Antique Flooring. Millwork & Beams 
Manufactured from recycled antique heart 
pine. oak, chestnut, white pine, and new 
woods. We work with our customers to 
assure complete satisfaction. Free literature. 
The Woods Company. 


527. Antique Flooring — Antique wide pine 
flooring. Antique oak and chestnut are also 
available. Lengths up to 18°, widths up to 14”. 
Free brochure. North Fields Restorations. 


540. Interior Raised Panel Shutters — Colo- 
nial raised panel shutters custom made to 
your specifications and choice of wood. 
Raised panel walls/wainscotting in a variety 
of woods and styles. Literature, $2.25. Maple 
Grove Restorations. 


54 1. Manual Dumbwaiters — The Silent Ser- 
vant incorporates many unique features to 
dellver smooth, quiet operation with a mini- 
mum of effort. For residential and commer- 
cial applications. Free brochure avaliable. 
Miller Manufacturing. Inc. 


580. Reproduction Hardwood Flooring — 
Authentic parquet borders, strips and full 
fioor patterns. Free brochure. Historic Floors 
of Oshkosh. 


603. Building Plans — A collection of com- 
plete buildings for garage. barns, sheds, and 
other accessory buildings. Garage apart- 
ments, studio cottages. a Victorian carriage 
barn, and a folio of period fences. Catalog 
includes illustrated description of available 


blueprint designs. $6.25. Country Designs. 


631. Heart Pine Flooring — Premier flooring 
manufactured from antique heart pine tim- 
bers. Catalog. $15.25. JL. Powell &Co. Inc. 


Materials 


20. Tin Ceilings — 22 original Victorian and 
Art deco tin ceiling patterns. Several pat- 
terns available by special order in brass 
and/or copper. Cornices, pre-cut miters, and 
center medallions are available. Brochure, 
$1.25. AA Abbingdon Affiliates. 


26. Push-Button Switches — Quality repro- 
ductions of push-button light switcnes. 
Switch plates in plain brass or ornamented. 
Brochure, $ 1.25. Classic Accents. 


27. Victorian Roomset Wallpapers — A com- 
plete collection of Victorian wallpapers that 
you can combine in Infinite variations. Neo- 
Grec; Anglo-Japanese; Aesthetic Movement. 
Superb catalog. $ 10.25. Bradbury & Bradbury. 


42. Country Curtains — Curtains in cotton. 
muslin, permanent-press, etc. Some with ruf- 
fles, others with fringe. braid, or lace trim. 
Bedspreads, dust ruffies, canopy covers, and 
tablecloths also available. Free catalog. 
Country Curtains. 


47. Tin Ceilings — 22 patterns of tin ceilings 
ideal for Victorian homes and commercial 
interiors. Patterns from Victorian to Art Deco. 
2'x4' sheets available. Cornices avallable in 
4 lengths. Brochure. $1.25. Chelsea 
Decorative Metal. 


128. Tin Cellings — Producing richly orna- 
mented metal ceilings in turn-of-the-centu- 
ry patterns using original dies. Center plates, 
borders, corner plates, cornice, and filler 
plates included. Catalog. $3.25. W.F. Norman 
Corporation. 


245. Plaster Ornaments — Hundreds of plas- 
ter ornaments from late 19th- and early 20th- 
century periods made using original moulds. 
Ceiling medallions, brackets. grilles, cornices, 
etc. Illustrated catalog. $3.25. Decorator's 
Supply. 

554. Ornamental Plaster — Restoration, ren- 
ovation, and new construction; residential 
and commercial. 2,500 antique ornamental 
models of all types of architectural elements 
are offered. Catalog. $3.25. Felber Orna- 
mental Plastering. 


561. Victorian & Edwardian Historic Tiles 
Sets and singles; moulded and printed dec- 
orative reproduction glazed ceramic wall 


tiles for fireplaces, kitchens, bathrooms, and 
more. Color photographs and design infor- 
mation, $5.25. Charles Rupert Designs. 


617. Wooden Flag Poles — Hand-made, white 
beauties featuring classic designs. Ready to 
install with all accessories including custom 
engraved owner's plaque. 20- and 25-foot 
lengths. Free color brochure. Hennessy 
House. 


Doors €; Windows 


9. Replacement Wood Windows — 16-page 
booklet tells what to look for in a replace- 
ment window, and how to install it. Get a ther- 
mally efficient genuine wood window in 
almost any size and historic shape. Marvin 
Windows. 


16. Wood Sash — Any size and shape: divid- 
ed lite, round top. curved, doubie-hung. fixed. 
casement. or storm sash. Insulated glass. 
shutters, screen doors, and trim. Illustrated 
brochure, $2.25. Midwest Architectural 
Wood Products. 


32. Wooden Screen & Storm Doors — These 
doors have period look and are more ther- 
mally efficient than aluminum doors. Sever- 
al styles and all sizes available, Catalog. $2.25. 
Old Wagon Factory. 


74. Traditional Wood Doors — Large selection 
of hand-crafted wood doors with stained. 
etched, or bevelled glass inserts. Will also 
custom build any type door or glass. Custom 
carvings. Color catalog. $4.25. Jack Wallis 
Doors. 


354. Windows & Patio Doors — Full-color 
booklet providing information on creating 
custom combinations and patio doors, ener- 
gy facts. planning a project, choosing a con- 
tractor, and basic size charts. A complete 
resource on windows and patio doors, free. 
Andersen Windows 


410. Colonial Woodwork — Handcrafted cus- 
tom-made interior and exterior 18th-centu- 
ry architectural trim. Finely detailed Colonial 
doors, windows. shutters, wainscot, and wall 
paneling. Catalog. $2.25. Maurer & Shepherd 
Joyners. 


582. The Window Quilt — Save 80% of heat 
loss through windows and sliding glass doors. 
Quadruples insulation value of single-pane 
windows. Triples insulation value of double- 
pane windows. Stops infiltration and cold 
convection. Free literature. Appropriate 
Technology Corp. 


627. Doors & Mouldings — Offering a wide 
selection of traditional patterns of in-stock 
and meticulously crafted mahogany doors 
and mouidings. Catalog, $4.25. U.S. Door & 
Millwork. 


Finishes € Tools 


31. Rotted Wood Restoration — 2-part epoxy 
system restores rotted wood, so you can 
save historically significant and hard-to-dupli- 
cate pieces. Repairs can be sawn, drilled, 
sanded, and painted. Free brochure. Abatron. 


439. Moider-Pianer — Restore old houses 
with the versatile W7 Series Molder /Planer 
Reproduce railings, sashes. crowns, rails, win- 
dow and door stops, and curved molding 
with chatter free finishes. Free information 
kit. Williams & Hussey. 


539. Refinishing Products — Manufacturer 
of paint strippers, clear finishes. lacquers, 
sanding sealers, caulking compounds, linseed 
oil putty, glazing compounds. Free informa- 
tion. Sterling-Clark-Lurton, Corp. 


595. Rock-Hard Putty — ideal for repairing 
walls, woodwork, and plaster. It can be 
sawed, chiseled, polished. colored, and mold- 
ed. It stays put and will not shrink. Free liter- 
ature. Donald Durham Company. 


Furnisbings 


221. Restored Antique Fans — Restoring and 
selling of antique fans and parts. Large chang- 
ing inventory. The proprietor wrote a book 
on the history of fans. Detailed brochure. 
$2.25. The Fan Man 


353. Radiator Enclosures — The durability of 
steel with baked enamel finish in decorator 
colors. More efficient than paint. and keeps 
drapes. walls, and ceilings clean. Free esti- 
mates. Free catalog. ARSCO Manufacturing 


593. Cotton Shower Curtain — Suppliers of 
Victorian-style, tightly woven 100% cotton 
shower curtains. Duct gets wet. but water 
stays in the tub. Many more items are also 
offered. Catalog, $ 1.25. N.O PE. 


636. Brass Beds — Manufacturers of high 
quality, heirloom, solid brass beds with baked 
on epoxy enamel finish. Many Victorian styles. 
Repair and restoration of antique beds, cus- 
tom work, bar rails. Catalog, $6.25. Invest- 
ment Antiques & Collectibles. 


Fixtures 


Lighting 
5 ó 


4. Victorian Lighting Fixtures — Authentic 
reproduction Victorian and turn-of-the-cen- 
tury electric and gas chandeliers and wall 
brackets. Solid brass with a variety of glass 
shades available. Catalog, $5.25. Victorian 
Lighting Works 


10. Craftsman Lighting — Reproduction 
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craftsman chandeliers and sconces fit right 
into any bungalow, mission, foursquare, or 
traditional home. Fixtures in solid brass or 
cast iron. Free catalog, Rejuvenation Lamp 
& Fixture Co. 


11. Victorian & Art Deco Lighting — Manu- 
facturers of Victorian gas and early electric 
lighting. Original gas lighting through the art- 
deco period. Lighting catalog, $5.25. Roy 
Electric Co. 


334. Gorgeous Chandeliers & Sconces 
Original designs of all-crystal, using genuine 
Strass. Solid brass and venetian crystal repro- 
ductions of Victorian gas styles (wired). Man- 
ufacturers prices. Catalog, $3.75. King’s 
Chandelier Company. 


400. Lighting Fixtures — Architectural orna- 
ments and antiques dating from 1880 
through 1930. Stock reproduction iron spi- 
ral staircases as well as lighting fixtures. Free 
brochure. Urban Archaeology 


560. Early-American Lighting — Reproduction 
fixtures such as wall sconces. Chandeliers, 
copper lanterns, and hall fixtures. Everything 
is handmade. Catalog. $2.25. Gates Moore 
Lignting 


Metalwork 


55, Custom-Made Plaques — Historic mark- 
ers for indoor or outdoor use. Standard sol- 
id bronze cast plaques, 7” x 10", are $90 plus 
shipping. Other dimensions and styles avail- 
able. Free brochure. Erie Landmark. 


122. Ornamental Iron Fencing — Ornamen- 
tal iron fences and gates are custom made. 
Matching of old fences is available using 
authentic Victorian patterns and castings 
Catalog. $2.25. Stewart Iron Works. 


545. Spiral Stairs — Magnificent for Victori- 
an settings. The beauty of cast iron, but not 
the weight. All components, except handrail, 
are solid castings of high strength aluminum 
alloy. Free color brochure. The Iron Shop. 


Millwork & Ornament 


13. Victorian Gingerbread — Authentic Vic- 
torian millwork for interior and exterior: porch 
posts, corner fans. balusters, brackets, cor- 
bels, headers, gazebos, and more. 50-page 
catalog, $2.00. Vintage Wood Works. 


44. Victorian Millwork 19th-century 
designs in solid oak and poplar: fretwork, 
brackets, corbels, grilles, turnings, and gin- 
gerbread precision manufactured so prod- 
uct groups fit together. Color catalog. $4.75 
Cumberland Woodcraft. 
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101. Shutters & Blinds — Colonial wooden 
blinds, movable louver, and ralsed-panel 
shutters. All custom-made to specifica- 
tions. Pine or cedar, painted or stained to 
match any color. Free brochure. Devenco 
Louver Products. 


260. Wooden Shutters — Constructed of 
white pine with 2 inch wide movable lou- 
vers. These shutters are available in cus- 
tom sizes designed to fit circular windows. 
Free information. American Heritage 
Shutters. 


294. Plaster Ornament — Ornaments of 
fiber-reinforced plaster. They do restora- 
tion work and can reproduce existing 
pieces if a good example is supplied. Com- 
plete catalog of 1500 Items, $15.25. 
Fischer & Јігоџсп. 


340. Wood Mouldings — Internationally rec- 
ognized company with over 500 beautiful 
wood mouldings. 104-page catalog, $5.75. 
Arvid's Historic Woods. 


451. Composition Ornaments — Flexible, 
seif-bonding superior quality ornaments. 
Will not shrink or crack. Videos and "scaled 
design books for professional installation 
techniques. Dates from early 1800s, Eng- 
land. Catalog, $5.25. J.P. Weaver Co. 


518. Custom Turnings — Newel posts, 
porch posts, column bases, fluting, spiral 
rope twist, etc. Custom orders. Catalog. 
$2.75. Custom Wood Turnings. 


Plumbing 
8 


18. Victorian Hardware — A vast selection 
of high-quality 18th- and 19th-century 
reproduction hardware for doors. win- 
dows, shutters, cabinets, and furniture. 
Plus high-security locks with period 
appearance. 108-page catalog, $5.25. Ball 
& Ball. 


49. Renovation Hardware — Hard-to-find 
supplies including brass cabinet hardware, 
lighting, weather vanes, pedestal sinks, old- 
fashioned bathtub showers, and bathroom 
fixtures. Mail-order catalog. $3.25. Antique 
Hardware Store. 


302. Restoration Hardware — Over 1000 
different brass items for houses and fur- 
niture. Plumbing. lighting, wall and ceiling 
coverings, tin ceilings, and more. Whole- 
sale/Retall. Catalog and 1-year mailings. 
$5.50. Hardware Plus. 


309. Reproduction Brass Showerhead 

A unique 12-inch showerhead which gen- 
erates thousands of waterdrops to cover 
the entire body in a gentle rain. Treat your- 
self to a luxurious shower. Free brochure. 
JB Products. 


397. Hard-To-Find Hardware — Suppliers 
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of scarce decorative hardware for doors, 
windows, furniture, and cabinets since 
1916. Knobs, hinges, pulls. and fasteners 
available. All periods from 16th century 
through the 1930s. 227-page catalog, 
$6.75. Crown City Hardware. 


558. Square Drive Screws — With over 200 
sizes and styles in stock. virtually every 
desired screw is available in the high-torque 
square drive. Free catalog. McFeely's. 


5. Pigeon Control — Get rid of pigeons and 
other birds witn inconspicuous stainless 
steel needies that eliminate roosting places 
without harming your building. Free 
brochure. Nixalite of America. 


35. Plaster Washers — These Inexpensive 
washers can resecure loose ceilings and 
walls Send for our starter packet of 3 dozen 
washers with instructions, $4.75. Charles 
Street Supply. 


113. Chimney Liner — System seals, relines, 
and rebulids chimneys from inside out with 


poured refractory materials. This system is 
especially effective for chimneys witn bends 
and offsets. Free brochure available. Nation- 
al Supaflu Systems. 


312. Chimney Sweeps — Maintenance, 
repair and restoration services. Cleaning, 
internal video inspections, dampers. caps. 
stainless steel and Ahren 'cast-in-place" 
linings. Free literature. Certified Chimney 
Contractors Inc. 


384. Tub & Sink Refinishing — Porcelain 
refinishing for antique tubs, sinks, and 
ceramic tile. Bring tne item into the shop, or 
they will Work in your home. Also converts 
bathtubs into whirlpools. Free brochure. 
Dura Glaze. 


565. Chimney Liners — Lifetime warran- 
teed, flexible chimney relining pipe. UL list- 
ed, safe in real-world applications. Con- 
structed of 4 interlocked layers of the 
finest certified 304-stainless steel. Free 
brochure. HomeSaver Chimney Liners. 


585. Building Repair Products — Manufac- 
turers of interior and exterior priming. 
patching, and sealing products. Free liter- 
ature. Tuff-Kote Company, Inc. 


PRODUCTS NETWORK NO. 
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31 


AA Abbingdon Affiliates 

Abatron 

Addkison Hardware Company 
Albany Woodworks 

American Heritage Shutters................ 
Anderson & Richardson Company... 
Anthony Wood Products 

The Antique Hardware Store 
Appropriate Technology Corp. ........... 15 
Architectural Components 

ARSCO Manufacturing .... 

Arvid's Historic Woods 

Ball & Ball 


Bradbury & Bradbury......................... 23 
Brass Light Gallery 

The Brickyard 

Campbellsville Industries 


Cedar Creek Productions 

Certified Chimney Contractors 
Chadsworth 

Charles Rupert Designs 

Charles Street Supply 

Chelsea Decorative Metal 

City Visions 

Classic Accents 

Computer Business Services 

Conant Custom Brass 

Country Curtains 

Country Designs 

Crawford's Old House Store ............ -77 
Cross Country, Inc 

Cross VINY Lattice 

Crowfutt, Inc 

Crown City Hardware 

Cumberland Woodcraft. 

Custom Wood Turnings 

Decorator's Supply 

Designs In Tile aene 65 
Devenco Louver Products 

Donald Durham Company 

Dover Publications 1Їпс.......................... 21 
Dura Glaze 


77 | с t epic чынны 75 
Felber Ornamental Plastering 

Fischer & Jirouch 

Gates Moore Lighting 

Goodwin Heart Pine Company 
Granville Manufacturing 

Grate Fires Company 

Hardware Plus 

Heirloom Reproductions 

Hennessy House 

Historic Floors Of Oshkosh 

Historical Replications 

HomeSaver Chimney Liners 

Hydro-Sil Heat Company 

Investment Antiques & Collectibles... 
The Iron Shop 

J.B. Products 

J.L. Powell & Company Inc. ............... 23 
J.P. Weaver Сбтйрайу......................... 
Jack Wallis' Doors 

John Canning, Decorator . 

The Joinery Company .......................... 26 
The Kennebec Company..................... 21 
Kestrel Manufacturing 

King's Chandelier Company m 
Klean Sitti Parnim 
Lampshades of Antique 

Lehman Hardware 

Maple Grove Restorations... 

Martha M. House Furniture 

Marvin Windows 

Maurer & Shepherd Joyners 

McFeely’s 

Midget Louver Company 

Midwest Architectural Wood Products... 
Miller Manufacturing...................... 


National Supaflu Products 


Newbridge Communications 


Nixalite of America 
North Fields Restorations................... 


The Old Wagon Factory 


& 


Parks Corporation/Carver Tripp 
Period Details 

Reggio Registers 

Rejuvenation Lamp & Fixture .. 

Roy Electric Company... 73 
Schwerd Manufacturing 

Shaker Workshops 

Shuttereraft 

Snelling's Thermo-Vac ...................... 7 
Southampton Antiques 

Бай Specialist... ead 65 
Steptoe & Wife 

Sterling-Clark-Lurton Corporation ...57 
Stewart Iron Works Company 

Sylvan Brandt 

Touchstone Woodworks 

Tuff-Kote Company 

U.S. Door & Millwork 

Urban Archeology 

Victorian Lighting Works s 
Victorian Stained Glass IIlusions.......69 
Vintage Valances 

Vintage Wood Wotrks.................. " 
W.F. Norman Corporation........... 25, 27 
Ward Clapboard Mill 

Whitco/ Vincent Whitney ................ 
Williams & Нивзеу............................... 
The Wood Factory 

The Woods Company................... 
Woodstock Soapstone Company 
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REMUDDLING 


[ opinion] 


NCE UPON A TIME, IN THE TOWN OF WASHINGTON, Walls encased in 60s-style concrete and a glass block column 


lowa, two envious sisters lived in identical Neo- tell this house's tale of Remuddled woe. However, its identical 


classical houses. The first sister built her grand twin (below) is still a grand Neo-Classical building. 


house in the early 1900s, fitting her position as a 


wealthy socialite. The sec- 
ond sister, who was jealous 
and not so wealthy, soon 
built her own house that 
was a mirror-image copy. 

As the years passed, fate 
was kinder to the jealous 
sister's house. Although it 
was moved across town, 
twice converted into a 
church, and used as a Farin 
Bureau building, it is once 
again a single-family 
dwelling. Not so with the 


wealthy sister's house. As Linda L. Bean, who con- 


tributed this month's Remuddling, says, "In my opin- 
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ion, the jealous sister won 
out. The wealthy sister, so 
much wanting to make a 
statement, has | found | her 
house turned into a con- 
crete-clad apartment build- 
ing. It is hard to believe that 
these structures were virtu- 
ally identical to the eye, but 
I saw the conversion hap- 
pen in the early 1960s." 
Although the twin 
houses survived the rival- 


ry between the trouble- 


some twosome, it would seem that one of the identi- 


cal abodes did not live happily ever after. 
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We HAVE THE PRESCRIPTION For 
YOUR RENOVATION ILLS 


mi 


nt: 
Js li 
= nr 
, AHE 
i 
| 
T! 


General Store Items 
Tin Ceilings 
Cabinet Hardware 
Lighting 
Push Button Switches 
Window Hardware 
Sinks & Faucets 
Clawfoot Tubs 
Old Kitchen Stoves 
Bath Accesories 
Builders Brass 
Bar Rail 
Weathervanes 
Toilets 
Mirrors 
Showerheads 
High Tank Toilets 
Cotton Shower Curtains 
Door Knockers 
Door Hardware 
Rim Locks 
Mail Boxes 
Pocket Door Pulls 
Dead Bolts 
Cast Iron Hinges 
Shutter Hardware 
Hoosier Hardware 
Door Stops 
Wrought Iron 
Pot Racks 
Glass Shades 
Switch Plates 
Floor Registers 
Cherry Pitters 
Apple Peelers 
Much, Much More... 


The Largest Selection of Old Style Hardware in the World! Thousands of New Items! 
Call for FREE Store Catalog 1-800-422-9982 


Or order our new Custom Items Catalogs for $7.00 (refundable with first order). Money Back Guarantee! 


The An t ique Har dware à t OT S 9730 Easton Road, Route 611 * Kintnersville, PA 18930 
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TRETCHING FROM THE DOOR PENINSULA TO THI 


Lake Superior shore, upper Wisconsin claims 


one of North America's largest collections of 


but 


stovewood architecture. This somewhat rare, 
practical, igth-century construction type is linked to north- 
ern immigrant populations, particu- 
larly the Norw egian, Swedish, 
Finnish, German, and Polish com- 
munities, 
] he heart of sto ewood con- 
struction ts logs, usually white cedar, 
cut into short uniform sections. To 


build a wall, individual pieces were 


stacked perpendicular to the length in 


a bed of lime mortar. Since the round butts were left 
exposed, the logs resembled well-organized piles of fire- 
wood. Occasionally, these pieces were split lengthwise 


before being encased in mortar. Solid stovewood walls 


commonly measured 16" to 18" in thickness. Corners con- 
sisted of hewn ot squared timbers piled as stone quoins 
would be in a masonry building. Variations also employed 
stovewood as a nogging mater ial. 
Stovewood construction provided immigrants with 
" a practical approach to erecting а shel- 
ter. Since it didn't require a large 
quantity of straight timber and could 
be erected by an individual builder, 
stovewood was considered by many 
to be a useful and cost-effective build- 
ing material. 
— MARTIN C. PERKINS 
Mukwonago, Wisconsin 


The 6 up corners of timber on the c. 1884 Kruza House 
above) function like stone qu below) Both rounded and 


! 
4 are stacked 17 
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